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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Y * 


WILLIAM WIND HA M, 
| nne OF PARLIAMENT FOR NORWICH, | 


SIR, 


WHEN an Author, whoſe pen is not proſ- 
tituted to venality, nor contaminated with. 
rampant adulation, is deſirous of giving a 
public token of reſpect to a perſon who highly 
engroſſes his attention, it would but ill be- 
come the Jatter to condemn motives equally 


pure and honourable. Such, Sir, and no 
A | others, 


„ 
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others, are the circumſtances under which I 
beg leave to do you homage of the proceed- 
ings which have fixed an everlaſting ſtigma 
on a neighbouring ſlate, where a Prince, 
owing to his virtues, | gentleneſs and tracta- 


bility, fell bleeding, under the axe 6f an hand- 


ful of ambitious aſſaſſins, who were afraid leſt 
his manly perſeverance and patient ſuffering 


of all kind of inſults, ſhould reclaim his ſub- 
jects from their error, and thus diſcomfit their 


attempts to ſubvert all humanity and werd | 
principles. 


Too well, alas! habe they accomplifhed 
their ſiniſter deſigns—while youf ſenatorial 
firmneſs, and genuine patriotiſm, have ſet a 
glorious pattern of imitation to evety Briton, 
and fulminated into the deepeſt receſs of de- 
ſerved obſcurity, thoſe gloomy men, who quite 
recently attempted to overthrow 'our excel. 
tent Conſtitution, and to bring into univerſal 
contempt and derifion, the government of a 


Monarch who only glories in being the father 


and defender of his people. —Your civie and 
patriotic conduct has much contributed to 


—_— the lowering clouds of deluſive Gallic 
innovation, 
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innovation, which threatened to eclipſe the 
weridian luſtre of Britiſh liberty. 


The atrocious proceedings which I have the 
| honour to dedicate to your political and pri- 
vate virtues, will ſerve as a trophy to your 
loyalty ;—they will convince every man of 
the juſtice and wiſdom of your principles, 
while, on the other hand, they muſt impreſs 
every feeling heart with a true ſenſe of the ca- 
lamities reſulting from anarchy and confuſion. 
Were it ſtill poſſible for one Briton to feel the 
leaſt remnant of partiality to the ſyſtem of 
Gallic innovation—ſhow him this trophy— 
he will ſhudder at its very aſpet—pluck the 
fatal predilettion from his indignant breaſt— 
and, turning from this ſcene of blood, preſs 
around the throne of the moſt beloved of 
Kings, whoſe reign, by the Conſtitution, is the 
- only one calculated to render this nation 
happy, flounſhing, and reſpected. | 


Purſue, truly honourable Senator, your 
laudable career ;—continue to ſet the moving 
example of peace, morality, and independent 
A 2 patriotiſm 
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patriotiſm to your fellow-citizens ;—and they 
| | who now ſee the awful contraſt between con- 
fuſion and good order, will never ceaſe to en- 
| | joy the bleſlings of the latter, and gratefully 
| own, with me, the ſignal ſervices which you 
| 

| 


have rendered to your country, whoſe annals 
will cheriſh your name, 


Fully ſenfible of your merits and excellent. 
qualities, permit me to prefent you with this 
{lender teſtimony of the reſpect with which I 
have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
SIR, 


\ Your molt obedient, 


truly devoted Servant, 
JOSEPH TRAPP, 
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IN ſoliciting public patronage for the pre- 
ſent Work, I need not remind the lovers of 
uſeful and polite literature, of- the various 
excellent productions which appeared in the 
PA ER of the WoRLD, and met, on ſubſequent 
publication, with the moſt diſtinguiſhed recep- 
tion on the part of the Public The PoE TRY 
of the WoRIL p, the LITE of ELWES, have been 
loaded with their favours, and ſtill ſhine 
among the ornaments of Engliſh literature. 

The preſent ſubject, far more dignified, 
and more momentous to the preſent and fu- 
ture generations, has been detailed in that 
Jourval with uncommon accuracy and ſuperior 
exertion. 

Always proud to devote my time to oublic 
inſtruction and entertainment, I have be- 
ſtowed ſeveral vigils on this Work, which 1 

confidently 
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confidently offer, with many additions and 
improvements, in oppoſition to the numerous 
pamphlets, which, under the title, of Trial 
of Louis XVI. have hitherto been obtruded 
on public notice. Diffident of my own me- 
Tit, I truſt in an indulgent public, aſking for 
fole recompence, their approbation, which, 
if granted, ſhall meet with my warmeſt gra- 
titude and acknowledgements. 
Thoſe who look for a Guillotine at the head 
of the preſent work, will be diſappointed, ſince, 
in my humble opinion, its contents are ſuffi- 
cient to rouſe their ſenſibility ; and, from this 
.confideration, I ſcorn to rack the generous 
mind by the cruel exhibition of that odious 
inſtrument, which has already been trium- 
phantly exhibited by thoſe who only wiſh to 
operate upon the groſſer ſenſes of the leſs en- 
lightened part of the commnnity, whoſe cre- 
dulouſneſs and unqualified ſanction is but too 
ealily ſurpriſed by ſuch inſidious traſh. 
Thoſe whoſe curioſity may expect for a fron- 
\ Utiſpiece, the portrait of the unfortunate 
Louis, will only find it ſtrongly delineated 
in the narrative of theſe proceedin gs; and, 
although I would have [pared no expence to 
28 their juſt curioſity in that particular, 
| yet 
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yet 1 muſt ſolemnly diſclaim here 
thought of impoſture, which has of late been 
but too ſucceſsfully pratticed on the PupLic, - 
by thoſe eager and enterpriſing men, who, for 
the ſake of lucre, have vended an hundred ſpu- 
rious likeneſſes of the late Monarch. Upon the 
ſtricteſt and moſt anxious enquiry, Ihave been 
able to diſcover, that no genuine ſemblance 
of the murdered King has, as yet, made its 
appearance in Europe.—And is there ought 
that could be abſurder than to give in front 
of ſo ſerious a ſubject, the picture of his late 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, not in the furrowed, 
ſullen, pale, and deformed features which 
captivity and complicated ſufferings had im- 
preſſed on it, but the ſmooth, pleaſant, roſy, 
and health- breathing countenance of Louis 
XVI. which graced his aſpect while he ſtill was 
in plenitude of power and proſperity ?—This 
has been done, but I would deem it an un- 
pardonable inſult upon common underſtand- 
ing and diſcernment. | 
To a liberal mind it muſt give pain to make 
ſuch ſevere ſtrictures upon the conduct of 
one's cotemparies; but, at the ſame time, 
candor and manlineſs, two concomitant re- 
quiſites Which ought to ſtamp value on every 
literary 
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literary undertaking, make it my duty to vin- 
dicate myſelf from any imputation of ſcan- 
tineſs or fraud which might be urged againſt 
me, or thoſe liberal men who have afforded 
me their moſt powerful aid and concurrence 
in the preſent Work.—Theſe motives have in- 
duced me to make, this candid and frank 
avowal—as to the reſt, I leave the public to 
determine the merits of my pretenſions. 


THE AUTHOR, 


THE 
PROCEEDINGS. 


OF THE : 
French National Convention, 
ON 'F 


THE TRIAL 


LOUIS XVI. 


LATE KING OF FRANCE, NAVARRE, &e. Ke. 


From the moment Louis XVI. had attempted 
to fly the kingdom, and was brought back from Va- 
rennes to Paris, a continual torrent of misfortunes 
ruſhed upon him, which nothing could ſtop till it 
had ſwept away the tide of his wretched exiſtence. 
The generality of the inhabitants of Paris, excited 
by the leading members of the Legiſlative Aſſembly, 
ſeduced from their principles by the licentiouſneſs 
of the preſs, by means of which every effort was 
uſed to.denigrate the character of the unfortunate 
Prince and his family, were now quite againſt him, and 
lought eagerly for opportunities to inſult and grieve 
him, and to ill- treat thoſe individuals who were deter- 
mined to remain his friends and loyal ſubjects. Emi- 
gration the condutt of the F e eee at foreign 
courts—the invaſion of the French territories by the 
combined armies— the maſſacres on the 10th of Au- 
guſt and thoſe which followed in the beginning of 
2 12 | B | 


September 


| be. EY 
| 
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September, ſoured ſtill more the public opinion 


| againſt the King; he became the obje& in whom alt 
. their hatred and reſentment concentrated. He and 
| his family, were confined in the temple ; royalty was 
We aboliſhed, a National Convention convened, and 
| France declared a republic. Not the ſmalleſt traces 
1 of royalty were left behind; the crown, ſceptre, and 
| other inſignia of royalty were broke and ſent to the 
| mint, and every ſtatue, or monument of Kings, 
th wantonly deſtroyed; even the aſhes of the dead were 
inſulted by thoſe profane innovators, they were 
taken out of the quiet tomb, and burnt or ſcattered 
in the moſt diſgraceful manner. For the name of 
| KIx d, that of Tyrant was ſubſtituted; morality and 
if good order fled from the kingdom ; the miniſters of 
| the Altar were moſt rigorouſly proſecuted, and thoſe 
l who had not the good fortune to fly, fell victims to 
lit! their principles. The new created National Con- 
| vention did every thing to propagate their principles 
of modern philoſophy; they inſulted the very name 
of religion, and by io doing diflolved every tie of 
morality among the vulgar, who abandoned them- - 
ſelves to the moſt profligate and iniquitous exceſſes. 
When royalty had been aboliſhed, commiſſaries were 
ſent to the temple to ſignify the decree to the Kino; 
he heard his degradation without diſtorting a feature 
of his countenance; and when he was ordered to 
give up his {tar and ribband, he refigned them cheer- 
fully; from that moment he was treated as a com- 
mon individual, not with compaſſion but with rude- 
4 neſs, and conſummate cruelty. In the beginning, 
ö the Kinc's confinement was not cloſe, and he 
could walk about in the temple, but on Sunday the 
zoth of September, the Council General of the 
Commons of Paris, who were entruſted with the 
ſafety of the royal captives, ordered the following 
8 decree 
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decree to be put into execution at 11 o'clock in 


the evening: 

1. That Louis XVI. be immediately conduQted 
to the Great Tower of the 1 and confined 
in a private room. 

2. That Antoinette be ſeparated from her huſband, 


and confined in a ſeparate cell. 


3. That they be deprived of the aſe of pens, 


paper, ink, pencils, books, offenſtve and Ander 


arms, all the plate, and every other article not ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary. 


— 


. That their Valet be put under arreſt. 
5. That the citizen Hebert be joined to the five 
commiſſaries already appointed to guard the priſon- 


ers. 


6. The council authorize - the ſaid commiſſaries 
to execute this order inſtantly, and impower them 
to uſe every means that their prudence vill ſuggeſt, 
for the ſafety of theſe hoſtages * the combination 
of tyrants. 

The National Convention in the fitting of the 


firſt of October 1790, on the motion of Marat, 


and Merlin, began to think ſeriouſly of bringing 
the King to trial, and made the following arrange- 
ment with regard to the papers and documents 


* ſeized at the Thuzlleries, and ſubmitted to the exa- 


mination of the Committee of Vigilance: 
1. An Extraordinary Commiſſion ſhall be ap- 
pointed, compoſed of twenty-four members, who 


mall be taken neither from among the members of 


the Conſtituent or Legiſlative Aſſemblies, nor from 
thoſe deputies for Paris, and other citizens, who 
are members of the National Convention. | 

2. This commiſſion ſhall immediately repair to 
the Mayoralty, where * ſhall ſeal agg counter- 


- 
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G 
ſign the boxes in which the papers collected by the 


Committee of Vigilance are incloſed. 
3. Each of the ſaid boxes ſhall be ſeparately 
opened; the papers they contain ſhall be arranged 
and inventoried by two of the commiſſaries of the 
National Aſſembly, in the preſence of the other two 
commiſſaries of the Committee of Vigilance, and 
two municipal officers. 498 
4. The papers thus arranged and inventoried ſhall 
be replaced in the boxes, and again ſealed and 
counter-ſigned; they ſhall then be brought ſuc- 
ceſſively into the hall of the National Convention, 
and placed in a particular ſpot deſigned for them, 
where they ſhall remain conſtantly under the guard 
of four commiſſaries of the National Convention, 
two members of the Committee of Vigilance, two 
Municipal officers, and whatever number of men 
they will require. 5 A 
i 5. The papers of importance ſhall be printed. 
[ 6. The commiſſaries of the National Convention 
| ſhall, in the courſe of their operation, take every ne- 
ceſſary meaſure to ſecure the accomplices, and are 
| 


a 
4 
4 
* 
: 
4 
- 
2 
7 
' 
2 
L 
4 
® 


even authoriſed to iſſue warrants of arreſt. 
All theſe papers were to be brought in evidence 
againſt the King, who with the Queen was immured 
| in a ſeparate dungeon each, and their windows 
covered with brown. paper, thereby excluding them 
| from even the cheering light of day. 
18 In their fitting, of the 27th of October, as a de- 
| cree of accuſation. was paſſed againſt the Marquis de 
| Thoulangcon, a Yoyalilt, a member roſe and faid: 


. „Every day freſh difcoveries are made of the 
lll treaſon of thoſe who have taken up arms againſt 
1 their country; every day decrees of accuſation are 
af paſſed againſt the ſubaltern traitors : I move, that 
j: the decree of accuſation be at laſt pronounced 


10 | againſt 


Fo. 
_ againſt the greateſt traitor, againſt Louis the 
XVIc)h.““ | | 

In anſwer to this motion Mailhe ſaid : © The Con- 
vention have charged their Committee of Legiſla- 
tion to make a report on this ſubject. The next da 
the committee met for that purpoſe, and the diſ- 
cuſſion has continued for ſeveral fittings. I have 
been conſidered as their reporter; I am inceſſantly 
occupied with this affair. Although this queſtion 
ſhould not meet with any difficulty, yet we ought 
to treat it with the utmoſt ſolemnity, not for the 
ſake of Louis the XVIth, but to give a ſtriking 
example to all nations. You-know how much the 
Engliſh have been reviled, not for having brought 
Charles Stuart to the ſcaffold, but for having been 
too precipitate in judging him, and having evaded 
all forms. It is becauſe Louis the XVIth is really 
guilty, that we ought to be more ſolemn in his judg- 
ment. I therefore move for the order of the day. 
I ſhall be able to bring up the report at the end of 
next week.“ 
Merlin then next roſe and ſaid, I demand that 
the public accuſer be ordered to impeach the late 

ueen before the jury of the Criminal Tribunal.” 


| The Convention paſſed to the Order of the Day. 


In the fitting of the 6th of November, Valaze, 
one of the committee of 24, *made the following 
report relative to the queſtion of the King's trial: 
“ Repreſentatives of the Nation! I come in the 
name of the Commiſſion of Twenty, four, to lay 
before you all the matters of fact they have col- 
lected reſpetting the late King. You will hear me 
with attention; for thoſe in whoſe name I am ſpeak- 
ing, and myſelf, are in ſome meaſure, evidences that 
depoſe in this important buſineſs. | 


« The proofs which we have obtained, were ſcat- 
B 3 | tered 
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tered amidſt a chaos of articles, ſome inſignificant, 
others quite foreign to the man in queſtion,” All 
has been reviſed, all read, and the chaos has vaniſhed. 
To gain that end, we were forccd to ſubmit to a 
long, opinionated, and tedious labour; but ſince 
you orchdihed it, all its difficulties were done away. 

« Vigilance bore the predominant feature in every 
tranſadion; every thing was wrapt up in darkneſs. 
In one place they would write in ſymbolic charac- 
ters; in others they followed projects commenced 
the preceding night, and the firſt topics of which 
could not be traced, either becauſe they were only 
diſcuſſed in ſecret converſations, or becauſe the 
letters which might fix their origin could not be 
colletted. At every ſtep we ſaw freſh plans ſtart- 
ing; and almoſt at the ſame inſtant, the ſtring of 
conſpiracies was broken, ſo that to find again its 
traces, baffled all our efforts, 

« How fortunate have been thoſe who were 
charged with offering you intereſting ſcenes, prudent 
views, or the narrative of generous actions! for m 
part, I have nothing to lay before you but perfidi- 
ous projects; and I can move your hearts with 
nothing but painful ſenſations. ſhould miſs the 
propoſed end, were I not to let you participate in 
the dolorous affections which I felt in preparing the 
labour, the reſult of which 1 now ſubmit to you. 
Still it remains very imperfett ; ſtill am I under the 
neceſſity of regretting, that it does not exhibit all 
the blackneſs of the deſigns of the common enemy. 
But if it be eaſy to cheriſh farther ſuſpicion, it was 
perhaps impoſſible to gather more proofs, ſince it is 
to mere hazard we ſtand indebted for them. 

« This man, whoſe character in the want of love 
and forgiveneſs was thought extremely ſimple ; this 
| deceitful man was the firſt, we are certain, to talk 


of 
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of myſtery ; and the merit of his baſe courtiers is 
that of endeavouring to outvie one another in vil- 
lany. The honour of invention is his, whole and 
entire. So we ſee, that the art of deception 1s na- 
tural to kings (ſome applauſe). 

N ee ate the houſe of one 
Septeuil, Treaſurer of the Civil Liſt, is the collec- 
tion from which we gathered in{trutions, and we 
divided it into ſeveral ſeparate bundles. 

* In the firſt place, we ſhall quote one of Bouil- 
le's letters, dated Mentz, December 15, 1791. 

« No doubt that perfidious King was not heed- 
leſs enough at that epoch, to own his correſpondence 
with Bouille, and yet the letter ſeems to have been 
addreſſed to no other than him. Beſides, the ſtore- 
room in which it was found, is a ſtrong and ſufficient 
proof. 

« This letter contains the account of the ſums 
given to Bouille by Louis Carer, for the purpoſe 
of forming the camp of Montmedy. It is of a moſt 
curious nature, ſince it includes the names of ſome 
of the principal agents of the conſpiracy then ex- 
iſting; and becaule we ſee afterwards ſome of thoſe 
_ agents figure away in the Thuilleries in 1792, 
and receive the ſame as at the period of the eſcape 
to Varennes, conſiderable ſums of money, apparently 
"deſigned for ſimilar projets. 

« The commiſſion has ordained, that I ſhould 
read you that letter. (Here the Reporter read the 
letter, containing a receipi for 993,000 livres, and 
—_ has already been read in the Aſſembly at a former 
period.) 

b % Thus, Louis Carxr, thou canſt not plead to 
have had no hand in the plots in which the infa- 
mous Bouille has diſplayed all the black neſs of his 
Inſolent manifeſtoes. > lg 


. 
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© Thus, thou wilt no more ſay, thou waſt not 
concerned in the flight of thy brotber. 
« Thus, thou wilt no longer be able to der thy 


ſecret connexions vith the Court of Berlin, and thy 


efforts in preparing there a Declaration of War 
againſt France. 


- « The final account of the expedition of Varenneb 
was reſolved on by the King on the 16th of Jaſt 
April, and it ſhews us, that it coſt the civil liſt up- 
wards of ſix millions. 

* You have noticed, Repreſentatives of the Peo- 
ple, that a certain Goguelai is deſcribed in Bouille's 
letter to have received of him the ſum of 3600 
livres, and in that of Choiſeul-Stainville, to have 
received of the latter gooo livres. Well, this cor- 
rupted and apparently ſecondary agent, for his name 
is disfigured in Bouille's letter, has ſince made a freſh 
appearance on the ſtage; he received, on the 29th 

of February 1792, a ſum of 60,600 livres, for the 
expenditure of which he makes himſelf accountable. 


% Judge what account he will tender, and what 


muſt be the matters left to his charge? 


« Thou ſhalt tell it us, Louis CET H; and 3 


halt ſee, that thou wilt not be able to miſlead us 
_ reſpecting thy intentions, when we ſhall produce 
before thee the receipts of the widow Favras, to 
whom thou gaveſt a penſion of 4000 livres per 
annum, the payment of which was never miſſed 


. ., down to the 1ſt of June ultzmo—when we ſhall ſhew 


thee thy promiſe, dated from laſt March, to. grant 
to two 15 rectors of Verſailles (the 9 a * 
fion of 800 livres each, as long as they ſhall be 
without their functions. 

« This is likewiſe one of the objets, felpe bung 
which thou enjoinedſt ſecrecy; and thou, ſurely, 
didſt not expect, imperious * that after ſo 
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E ; 
formal a prohibition, the ſecret was finally to be di- 

vulged. 5 | | | | 
5 Will he not bluſh, citizens, colleagues, when 
we ſhall manifeſt to him, that he has left no means 

of corruption untried on weak men; that his ever 
care was engrossed to miſlead the people, and that 
he never opened his dangerous treaſures, but in 
hope to attain that end;: — when we ſhall prove to 
him, that the author of the Poſtillion de ia Guerre 
(the Poſtboy of War) received of him, during the 
months of May and june laſt, a ſum of 8000 livres; 
he of the Logographe, 34,500 livres, in tlie ſpace 
of three months; when we ſhall preſent to him a 
note drawn from Septeuil's pocket-book, which an- 
nounces a bond in his name for the payment of 
one million two hundred thouſand livres, to {upport the 
bookſellers of Paris; when we ſhall ſhew him a let- 
ter from Septeuil to Laporte, of which I think it 
important to give you a peruſal, for it would be a 
hard matter to expreſs its meaning? Good people, 
from what a ſnare have you extricated yourſelves! 
« I ſhall now entertain you with the declaration 
which has been handed to you from this bar, by the 
Committee of Safety of the Commons of Paris. 
They read you a letter from Laporte, which imports 
a ſacrifice projected to pay for a decree. This is 
the only article in which this fact is found; and on 
our honour do we declare, that there exiſt no traces 
elſe in the immenſity of papers we have reviſed. 
The crime, therefore, lies wholly to the Tyrant's 
charge. Yes, Perjurer ! it will remain conſtant, 
but nothing farther, what thou didſt flatter thy- 
ſelf to purchaſe at the rate of 1,150,000 livres— 
a decree that might purge the Civil Liſt of a part 
of its penſions, to bring-them to the ſcore of the 
National Treaſury. | 
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It will alſo remain an incontrovertible fact, that 
thou haſt endeavoured, in the ſame manner, at the 


rate of 150,000 livres, to obtain a decree favour- 


able to the liquidation of the offices of thy late 
houſehold. . | 

« Citizens colleagues, neither of thoſe decrees 
have been paſſed, and the vile corruptor remains 
unbenefited, overwhelmed with the infamy annexed 


to his ptoceedings. + 


« ] denounce him to you as the monopolizer of 
corn, ſugar, and coffee. 

ee Septeuil was entruſted with the management of 
that baneful traffic; to which we ſee ſeveral mil- 
lions had been conlecrated> f 8 

« Ah! I am no longer ſurprized at the impro- 
vidence of the laws againſt monopolizers; every 


effort was uſed ta divert the mind of the Legiſla- 


tors from that ſubject; the mouth of the ever-cre- 
dulous multitude was ſhut up by menaces: they were 
told there was not, nor was there indeed, a poſſibility 
of there being any monopolizers; that every part 
of the empire was ſo cloſely watched by the Mu- 
nicipal Corps, and the National Guards. The peo- 
ple kept ſilence; for is it not an eaſy thing to per- 
ſuade them? and the day following, they made them 


turn out, under the futile pretence of the free cir- 
culation of corn; they were turned out, I ſay, to 
give aſſiſtance to the monopolizers. I will profit 
by the leſſon; and I do here pledge myſelf, to watch 


with peculiar care over the digeſt of the laws rela- 


tive to proviſions. * 


* You are well aware, repreſentatives of the 


ple, that they have covered with all the ſhades of 


myſtery the odious traffic which I have juſt im- 
peached; and for a long time we ourſelves dale d 


that our reſearches would be fruitleſs: the ſums 


"I => which 
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which were employed in it, and the name of the per- 
ſon who expended them, left us no doubt in regard 
to the part which Louis Car, after the example 
of his grandfather, took in this commerce. We 
know the perpetually craving demands of a volup- 
tuous Court: We had before our eyes the embar- 
raſſments of Septeuil to ſatisfy thoſe demands: yet 
we knew that the proud deſpot wiſhed to be immedi 
ately obeyed. We ſaw this ſame Septeuil devote two 
millions ol livres to this commerce, which was car- 
ried on at Hamburg, at London, and elſewhere, b 
taking the ſimple precaution of cauling the Ck. 
pondence on that ſubjett to be carried on in a bor- 
rowed name. We were aſſured at the ſame time, 
that the tyrant was informed of the commercial con + 
nexions of his agent with the ſtranger, ſince we have 
in our hands, receipts from him for bills drawn up- 
on London. We cannot ceaſe to repeat, that Sep- 
teuil would not have been imprudent enough to de- 
prive himſelf of the reſource of ſo many millions, 
when he was preſſed every day for ſo many extraor- 
dinary payments, which he could not always anſwer. 

Finally, after having an hundred times turned 
over the documents and the correſpondence rela- 
tive to this commerce, which was carried on from 
the month of June to the laſt revolution, we at laſt 
found the paper which proved the criminality, ſigned 
Louis, dated gth January 1791. It explains every 
thing. Septeuil was authoriſed to place the ſtock of 
the tyrant in the funds of.- Paris, or in foreign ones; 
and as the nature of the projected commerce expoſ- 
ed the evident riſques, this authority bore, that Sep- 
teuil ſhould not be reſponſible for any event which 
might happen. | 

To give ſome relaxation to your attention, and 
that you may participate in our amuſement, permit 


us, 
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us, Legiſlators, to entertain you with the puerile. 
inventions of the court to inſure partiſans. | 

« We found in the pocket-book of Bertrand, a 
note, which ſhews the eſtabliſhment of a new order 
| . of knighthood, under the name of Knights of the 
| - een. "OE | 

« The medal, ſuſpended by a ſcarlet ribbon, con- 

. tains, on one fide, the picture of the Queen, and 
her name; and, on the other, this inſcription 
Magnum Reg inæ Nomen obumbrat. | 

% The Patents of the Order bear this inſcription 

— Dux Femina fatto partoque ibit Regi triumpho.— 

„The note of which I ſpeak, bears, that many 
Swiſs officers, unworthy of their Country, and of 

the age in which they live, ſuffered themſelves to be 
ſeduced by this new bauble, and were not afraid to 
wear it during the agitations which took place at 
Lyons. When we have ſuch children to contend 
with, our ſucceſs cannot be doubtful. 

« But let us return to more ſerious matters. | 

A perſon, named Gilles, whom we cannot trace 
out, and who has already made his appearance as re- 
ceiver and diſtributer of ſums appropriated to the 
Poſtillion of War, and the Logographe,—this man 
I ſay, was charged with the organization of a bod 
of 60 men; and in the two months of May and June 
laſt, he received for that body a ſum of 72,000 livres ; 
and the receipts for theſe are two, and bear, that it 
was for the organization of 60 men. Thus, ſuppoſ- 
ing that every one who enliſted was paid at the ſame 
rate, they were to receive 1200 livres per annum. 

« Here we invoke againſt Louis Carter: the 
conſtitution under the ſhadow of which he al. 
ways ſaid he walked; it attributes to the Legiſlative 
Body, Title 3d, Chap. 3d, Art. 1ſt, the right to de- 
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termine annually on the propoſal of the KING, 
the number of men and veſſels of which the army 
and navy ſhould be compoſed. 

« : Now, the Legiſlature had no knowledge of the 
exiſtence of this body; its eſtabliſhment is therefore 
a crime. It was paid from the Civil Liſt, and mw 
exiſtence proves hoſtile projects. 

« It is therefore evident, that there were ſecret 
enrollments made on account of the late KING; 
and if we have only proofs under the hands of trai- 
tors for a company of 60 men, that is no reaſon for 
ſuppoſing there was not a greater number enliſted. 


I argue very differently, and ſay, the ſecret levy- 


ing of 60 men only, would have been an uſeleſs act, 
and was not of ſufficient magnitude to expoſe che 
KINd to the rigorous puniſhment contained in the 


Penal Code, Art. 3. of the 12th Section of the 1ſt 


Title of the Secon Part. The certain exiſtence of 


60 men atteſts that there were many more in the 
ſame ſituation. 

« This truth is confirmed by the innumerable 
declarations made to the police, which are alſo con- 


firmed by this fact. 


© We have diſpoſed of them in a bundle, where 
they are numbered. There are four very explicit 
ones in this article. The one marked 29, made in 
the name of the Section of Gravilliers on the 18th of 
laſt July; another marked 20, on the 20th of the 
ſame month; the third marked 47, which bears the 
names of 700 or 800 devoted loyaliſts; it is dated 
the 28th of the ſame month. We read there, that 
the enemies of the public good regret that the Sans 
Culottes were not. preſent yeſterday at the caſtle, 
where they would have been briſkly fired at. The 
laſt, dated the ſame day, is made in the name of the 
Sections * Paris. 


« ] cannot 
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9 1 cannot conceive that doubts can be made 
about facts atteſted in ſo authentic a manner; how- 


ever, theſe declarations, ſtripped of every other 


proof, have not appeared ſufficient evidence to 
ſome ; but all have been convinced by the produc- 


tion of GIII ss's receipts. This is the firſt link in 
the chain; and every thing flows ſo neceſſarily from 
that one fakt, that afterwards it will be the only 


queſtion to produce the proofs of it. 


« Even the moſt incredulous with reſpett to the 
merit of the declarations made to the pale, have 
confeſſed, in ſpite of the fruitleſs reſearches of the 
municipality, that they were nevertheleſs compelled 
to give credit to this, and to believe that there cer- 


tainly were depoſits of arms and ammunition, and 
fabrications of uniforms, deſtined for the rebels. 
_ Thefe fatts are atteſted by the papers. | 


Among the declarations, there is one, Num- 


ber £9, which ought to be deemed inconteſtible, 
the more ſo, as it ſeems at firſt to be no per- 
ſon's charge. It is dated the 3iſt of uly.— It im- 
ports, that, for about three weeks, there were, at 

the point of the iſland of St. Louis, two boats loaded 
with 320 gun-barrels from Biſcay, 180 bombs, and 
a great number of bullets. The informers laid theſe 


before the mayoralty, and declared that nobody had . 


watched the boats. 
„ It is certain, that theſe boats contained the 


ammunition of which I have ſpoken ; it is beyond 
a doubt, that 2 belonged to ſomebody, and this 


ammunition was brought there deſignedly. 


% Beſides, who can diſpute, after the 10th of 
Auguſt, in which the friends of Louis CArET were 
the aggreſſors, that plans of attack were formed? 
We have remarked many detailed in the papers, of | 


which we © have an NVEntory. 
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t know of no occaſions in which the tyrant has 
not diſplayed uncivic ſentiments. He received and 
lived intimately with none but enemies of their coun- 
try. I lay before you a card of admiſſion to the 
caſtle, given to DESPREMEN1L; it is ſigned by the | 
inſpector of the Thuilleries, who has likewife written 
under it the name of DeseREMENItL. | 

« Did any one arrive from Coblentz, he became 
an Inhabitant of the Thuilleries—witnefs VIO ME“ 
NIL: Bovilte himfelf, the infamous Bovitte, 
was to have been there in the month of July laſt. 

« A nate, relative to the ſervice of the poſts, 
found in the pocket-book of SerrTzvutr, atteſts the 
preference which Louis Carer granted to the inte- 
reſts of the emigrants, or the enemies of France : 
we read there, that all the letters of the late 
Kine were addreſſed to Door; that there was 
one day in the week ſet apart for the letters from 
France, which were opened, but not read; that 
with reſpect to thoſe which came from the frontiers, 
or from Turin, Dogny had orders to bring them 
upon their being received. 

« We knew, before we had ſeen proofs of it in 
writing, that he had penſioned the old guards of 
1789, and even ſome French guards; and that he 
has penſioned at the rate of 600 livres per ann. his 
guards of 1792 after their diſcharge. 8 

« You recolle&, citizens, colleagues, an act 
of the executive power, intitled, “ Proclamation of 
« the KING concerning Emigrations,”” dated 144h 
October 1791. I extract from it words choſen at 
random, for it is all in the ſame ſtrain— Let French 
men know, that the King vill conſider as his true 
friends, his only friends, thoſe who will unite with 


him to maintain the laws and make them reſpected. 
A crowd of citizens abandon their KING 


and their 
country, 
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country, and carry thoſe riches into foreign coun- 
tries, which the wants of their fellow citizens re- 
quire, Return, then, that the heart of the Kine 
may ceaſe to be rent.” ST 

« Very well, the ſame man, who likewiſe ſanc- 
tioned the Penal Code, paid at Turin, in May 1791, 
a penſion to the. ſervant of Madame Artois, as the 


a” % 


reward of the ſervice of that woman. Such were the 


terms of the commiſſion. The ſame man gave aſ- 


ſiſtance, in the month of February 1792, to the wo- 
man Polignac, to Vauguyon, and to Choiſcul Beaupre, 
all three emigrants. However, this aſſiſtance was 


of ſome importance, fince the ſhare of Choiſeul alone, 


which certainly was not the beſt, amounted to gooo 
livres. | Al 


« The fame man, on Monday 23, 1792, inſured, 


to the two ſons of Artois a penſion of 209,000 livres 
per annum, till their father could ſupply their neceſ- 
ſities; and the Act of Accuſation againſt the father 
is dated January 4, 1792. He did more; on the 
15th of laſt April he gave an order for payment of 
16,660 livres at Turin. 5 

« He did more—In fpite of the law relative to 


emigrants, which was of the 8th of April, and in- 


ſpite of the declaration of war on the 20th of the 
ſame month—in ſpite of the rigours of the penalties 
pronounced in the Penal Code—he gave, on the 
17th of July laſt, to Hamilton, who had made a 
figure in his flight to Varennes, a ſum of gooo livres; 


and on the 15th of the ſame month, he gave an or- 
der for a ſimilar payment in favour of another emi- 
2 named Rochfort. It is worthy of remark, that 


rom the 2eth of March to the 15th of July follow- 


ing, he tranſmitted to Rockfori the ſum of 81,000 


livres. | 


4 « Such 
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* Such is the faithful repreſentation of the crimes 
of which the late KING is convicted by the pa- 
pers which have been ſubmitted to our examination. 
We do not doubt but we may find in other places 
new proofs and new facts; but we conceived our- 
Aelves obliged to lay before you only the reſult of 
the inventory with which we were charged.“ | 
Barbaroux.— “ There exiſts in the Committee of 
Safety of Paris, in your own Committee of General 
Safety, on the records of the Criminal Tribunal 
eſtabliſhed by the law of the 17th of Auguſt, and in 
that of the High National Court, a great many do- 
cuments reſpetting the Treaſons of Louis XVI. 
I move, that all thoſe be depoſited in the Committee 
of General Safety, in order to ſelect them; and that 
we ſhall print nothing on this ſubject before the 
general report ſhall have been made.” | 
_ $ergent—© You mult remember that Petion men- 
tioned to you a very intereſting paper, in which the 
KINo proteſted againſt all the decrees he had ſanc- 
tioned, We have known that one of the late 
keepers of the ſeals cloſetted himſelf a whole day 
Vith ſeveral parhament-men: a report was circulated, 
that this aſſembly met for the purpoſe of regiſtering, 
and [depoſiting in the archives of the parliament, 
the K1wc's proteſt, which Petion ſpoke of. I move, 
that an inventory be taken of the archives of the 
late parliament ?” s 
Petion—“ The reporter whom you have heard, 
has doubtleſs reported to you only the papers depo- 
ſited in the Commiſſion of the Twenty-four. There 
ſtill remains an infinite number of other papers much 
more important; for inſtance, the late KING finds 
himſelf criminated in ſeveral letters of Choiſeul-Gouf- 
fer, and the rebel Saillant. His treaſons are like- 
wie proved by ſeveral papers, of which we took 
Road © cognizance 
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cognizance in the trial of Dangremont, that man who 
had been hired by Louis XVI. to raiſe a band of 
aſſaſins.“ | 

Danton—“ The only queſtion is, whether or not 
you will order the printing of the report of Valaze, 
and the obſervations ſubjoined to it? I have heard 
ſome members oppoſe the publication of thoſe ob- 
ſervations, and vote only for the impreſſion of that 
part which contains the charges. My opinion is, 
that you ſhould print the whole. You muſt juſtify to 
the univerſe, and to poſterity, the judgment you 
muſt pronounce upon a perjured and tyrannical 
Kinc, In fuch a buſineſs, expences of printing 
ought not to be ſpared. Every opinion that ſhall 
appear ripe, were it to contain but one ſingle good 
idea, ought to be publiſhed. The, diſſertation of 
the reporter on inviolability is certainly not com- 
plete. Many ideas will be required to be added. 
It will be an ealy taſk to prove, that nations are 
inviolable too; that there is no contratt with reci- 
procal obligation ; and that it 1s evident that the late 
Kinc was willing to violate, to betray, to undo the 
French nation: his condemnatiqn is founded upon 
eternal juſtice—(applauſe). I ſhall not enter upon 
a prepoſterous diſcuſſion; I will confine myſelf to 
moving the printing of the report.“ 

Rabaud—“ The Commiſſion of Twenty-four has 
only made a partial expoſure of the pieces; we, on 
the contrary, want a whole bulk of evidence. I move, 
that Valaze's report, inſtead of being printed, be ſent 
back to the Committee of Safety, who are charged 
to make us a general report.” 

Buzot—“ It is, above all, in the critical moment 
when all poſſible ſchemes are deviſed for ſtirring up 
the people, that nothing ought to be concealed from 
A them; 
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them; the report read to the National Convention 
ought to be printed.” EN | 


The Convention decreed the printing of Valaze's 


In the fitting of the 7th of November Maillle 
roſe and'made the following report in the name of 
the Committee of Legiſlation : 
_« Can Louis the XVIth be tried for the crimes 
he is charged with, when ſeated on the conſtitutional 
throne? By whom ought he to be tried? Would you 
delegate the right of fitting in judgment upon bin 
to a tribunal formed by the Electoral Aſſemblies of 
the 83 departments? Is it not more natural that the 
National Convention itſelf ſhould try him? Is it ne- 
ceſlary or convenient to ſubmit the ſentence to the 
ratification of all the members of the Republic unit. 
ed in the Aſſemblies of the Commons, or in Prima- 
ry Aſſemblies? | 

e I open the Conſtitution which had conſecrated 


deſpotiſm under the name of hereditary royalty: I 
find there, that the perſon of the KING 1s invio- 


lable and ſacred: I find there, that if the Kinc did 


not take the oath preſcribed, or if, after having taken 


it, he retrafted—that if he put himſelf at the head 
of an army; and directed its force againſt the nation, 
or if he did not oppoſe, by a formal att, every en- 
terprize which which might be executed in his name ; 


or if, after going out of the kingdom, he did not 


re-enter after an invitation of the legiſlative body—- 
he ſhould be deemed to have abdicated the throne. 
« Does this ſay that the King, if he is ſkilful 
enough to elude a caſe of forfeiture, may with impu- 
nity give himſelf up to the moſt atrocious paſſions? 
Does it ſay that the King may make uſe of his con- 


ſtitutional power for the ſubverſion of the conſtitu- 


tion?—that if, after having clandeſtinely called to 
2 C2 | his 
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his aſſiſtance hordes of foreign banditti, and ſpilled 
the blood of many thouſand citizens, he ſhould fail 


in his enterprizes againſt liberty, he ſhould be par- 
doned for having loſt a ſceptre which was odious to 
him, becauſe it was not one of iron? and that a 


nation,, a long time oppreſſed and hetrayed, ſhould 
not have the right of taking ample vengeance, and 


diſplaying a great example to the univerſe? 


« Citizens, the nation has ſpoken: the Nation 
has choſen you to be the organs of its ſovereign will: 
here all difficulties vaniſh; here the royal infallibility 


3s as if it had never exited, That inviolability had 


for its only objett the inſurance of energy to the ex- 
ecutive power, by its independence on the legiſla- 


tive body. From thence it followed, that that body 


had not the right of trying the King, in caſes not 
provided for by the conſtitution. . From thence it 
followed, that be could in no caſe be tried by the 
other conſtituent authorities, to which he was ſupe- 
rior: but it did not follow that he could not be 
judged by the nation; for, to form ſuch a conclu- 
lion, we mult ſay, that by the conſtitutional a& the 
King was ſuperior to the nation, or independent of 
It. No, the nation was not bound by the royal in- 
violability ; it could not be ſo; there exiſted no re- 
ciprocity between the King and the nation. Louis 
the XVIth was King only by the conſtitution ; the 
nation was ſovereign without a conſtitution and a 
King. It held its ſovereignty from nature; it could 
not alienate it for a ſingle moment; and this eternal 


\ 


principle was acknowledged by the conſtitution | 


itlelf. 

© But has not Louis XVI. been tried? Has he 
not been puniſhed by being deprived of the conſti- 
tutianal ſceptre? Can he be ſubjeQed'to a ſecond 


« If 


\ 


| * 


46e) 


If the conſtitution ſubſiſted; and the legiſlative 
body had pronounced the fall of Louis XVI. in. 
conformity to that act which gave him a ſucceſſor, 
that loſs would have been a puniſhment, and the 
conſtitution would reſiſt any further puniſhment. 
But the nation, which has the impreſcriptible right 
of changing the conſtitution, has charged its repre- 
ſentatives to conſtrutt a new one. Inveſted with 
the plenitude of its power, you have not ſaid that 
Lovis XVI. was unworthy of being King, but you 
have ſaid that there was no more a King in France: 
it Was not becauſe Louis XVI. was incapable that 

ou have aboliſhed royalty, but becauſe there can 
ba no liberty without equality, nor equality without 
a republic. | So kl, 

„ HBut they may conteſt the poſſibility of con- 
demning Louis XVI. to a puniſhment; you may 
be. reminded of the declaration of rights; you may 
be told that no one can be puniſhed but in virtue of a 
law eſtabliſhed and promulgated previous to the crime, 
and legally applied; you may be aſked, where is the 
law which could be applied to the crimes of which 
Louis XVI. is guilty? Where is the law? It is in 
the penal code: it is the law which puniſhes the pre- 
valent actions of the public funQtionaries; for you 
know, that in the eye of the law Louis XVI. was 
the firſt of thoſe functionaries. It is the law which 
ſtrikes traitors and conſpirators. - It is the law which 
lays its heavy ſword on the head of every man who 
is baſe and audacious enough to attack ſocial liberty. 

Citizens, do you think that you muſt be per- 

mitted to withdraw yourſelves from the great princi- 
| ples of natural and ſocial juſtice? Cannot you diſ- 
cover your duties impreſſed upon every objettaround 
you? Are they not traced on the till ſmoaking aſhes 
of Liſle, and the gates of Longwy and Verdun? Do 
7750 WE C3 you 
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you hot ſee all the nations of the univerſe, all pre- 
ſent and future generations, crowding around you, 
and waiting with reſpe@ful and filent impatience, 
that you ſhould inform them if he who was originally 
charged with cauſing the laws to be executed, could 
ever make himſelf independent of thoſe who made 
the laws; if royal inviolability has the right of de- 
ſtroying citizens, and ſubverting ſocieties, with 
impunity; if a monarch is a God whom we ought to 
bleſs for his blows, or a man whom we ought to pa- 
niſh for his crimes? 

This is the baſis of the decree which the com- 
mittee has charged me to preſent to you: 
1ſt. Lovis the XVIch can be tried. 
2d. He ſhall be tried by the National Convention. 
3d. Three commiſſioners, choſen from the Aſſembly, ſhall B 

charged to collect all the papers, inſtructions, and proofs, 

relative to the ęrimes imputed to Louis the XVIch. 
4th. The commiſfioners ſhall terminate their report by an in- 


formation, ſpecifying the crimes of which LOL the XVIth 

. is accuſed. . 
Sch. If this information is adopted, it ſhall be printed, and 
- communicated to Louis the XV Ith, and 14 defenders if 
he thinks proper to chooſe any. 

6th. The originals of theſe papers, if Louis the XVIth, de- 
mands them to be communicated, ſhall be carried to the 
temple by twelve commiſſioners, after copies of them have 
been taken, to remain at the Archives ; and afterwards « car- 
ried back to the National Archives by them. 

7th. The National Convention ſhall fix the day ks | 
Louis the XVIch. ſhall appear before them. 

8th, Lovis the XVIth, either by himſelf or his adviſers, 
{hall preſent his defence in writing, and e by him, or 
verbally. | 

9th. The National Convention ſhall give Judgment by; a | 
Majority of votes. 


The Convention ordered the printing and diftri- 
bution of the ſecond report concerning Lovis 
CAPET. | 

F rom 
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From ſome incident the debates on the queſtion 
of the King's trial were poſtponed till Tueſday, 
Nov. 13, when the Preſident roſe and ſaid : “ The 
Order of the Day calls for the diſcuſſion relative to 
the trial of the late King,” N | 
Petion propoſed that the diſcuſſion ſhould be con- 
fined to this imple queſtion — Can the King be 


 rried? This propoſal was adopted. 


Moriſſon “ Citizens, in treating a queſtion of 
this importance, we ought not to determine with- 
out the moſt mature deliberation; and if, among 
the ſpeakers, there is one who ſupports an opinion 
contrary to the prevailing one, he is the perſon 
whom we ought to hear with the greateſt attention. 
Error is often uſeful for the better diſplay of truth; 
like the ſhade in the picture, it diſplays with greater 
preciſion the features of the face. We 
According to our inſtitution, to empower us 
to try Louis the XVIth, there muſt be a poſitive 
pre-exiſting law, which may be applied to him 
but fuch a law does not exiſt. | 0 
„The Penal Code pronounces the puniſhment 
of death againſt thofe who betray their country: 
as diſpaſſionate judges, let us coolly conſult this 
code; and the conſequence of that inquiry will be, 
that the Penal Code contains no proviſions which 
can be applied to Louis the XVIth, ſince, at the 
time of his committing the crimes imputed to him, 
there exiſted a poſitive law which contained an ex 
ception in his favour—I mean the Conſtitution. 
The King, it is ſaid, is inviolable only by the Con- 
ſtitution ; but the Conſtitution being deſtroyed, his 
inviolability has periſhed with it. Now, the Con- 
ſtitution always ſubſiſts, inſomuch as it has not been 
deſtroyed by wa or poſitive acts, ſuch 
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as the ſuppreſſron of reach and the eſtabliſhment. 
of the Republic. 

- | Phe Sovereign People has aibietmined. the 
puniſnment which ought to be inflicted upon him, 
and that puniſhment is depoſition—a more rigor- 
ous puniſhment for a deſpot than any which our 
Penal Code contains. I have ſaid, and I repeat it 
' with regret; the law'remains ilent with reſpett to 
this guilty man, in ſpite of the atrocity of his crimes. 

He can now fall under the ſword of the law alone; 
the law pronounces nothing with reſpect to him, and 
therefore we cannot try him.** . 
St. Juſt—“ I undertake'to prove, chat the King 
can be tried; that the opinion of Mori ſſon, who 
contends for his inviolability, and that of the com- 
mittee, which wiſhes he ſhould be tried as a citizen, 
are equally falſe; and that he ought to be tried upon 
principles different from both. | 
“ The ſole intention of the committee was to 
perſuade you, that the King ought to be tried like 
a private citizen; and I ſay he ought to be tried as 
an enemy that we have rather to fight with than to 
judge him; and that being reckoned for nothing in 
le contract which unites France, the form of pro- 
ceeding ſhould. not be founded on municipal Jaw, 
but on the Law of Nations: A perſon who is not 
bound by a contradt, is not deemed a p to it; 
conſequently Louis, who vas not ond by. 1t, 
eannot be tried civilly. This contratt was ſo o 
preſſive, that it bound the People and not the King; 
ſuch a contract is neceſſarily null; for nothing is 
legitimate which wants a natural and moral ſanction. 
* Haſten, therefore; to try the King, You have 
ſeen his perfidious deſigns; you have ſeen his ar- 
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he was the King of ſome Conſpirators. Our ' pity 
is attempted to be excited; tears will be bought 
as at a Roman funeral; every effort will be made 
to intereſt, to corrupt us. People, if the King is 
ever acquitted, remember we are no longer worthy 
of your confidence, and that you me accuſe us of 

erfid | 
N jor SEPA The French Republic Wide it tri- 
umphs over its enemies. Should the King be tried 
now, he deſerves worle than death. Eternal Juſtice. 
condemns the fallen Tyrant to the long puniſhment 
of a life ſpent among a free people; but there ex- 
iſts a formal law, which declares that the King can 
only be tried for atts committed after bis e 
tion. | 
Aut ĩt is faid, if no obtive line e thei 
tyrant to death, it is juſtifiable on the principles of 
natural law. 1 reply, that natural law does not. 
authorize the puniſhment of death, except in the” 
caſe of fell. dele ence. But when an enemy is ſeized, 
and deprived of the power of hurting, nature ex- 
claims, Stay thy hand, ſiay not thy Went in cold. 
blood.” 
«The apprehenſion that. ordinary 8 
may eſcape and infeſt ſociety, is one of the mo- 
tives which: has determined moſt legiſlatures to pro- 
nounce the puniſhment of death. Here it is very 
evident no ſuch motive exiſts. 
While pretenſions to royalty reſt on a head ſo 
execrable, every endeayour to ſupport his preten- 
Hons will be impoſſible. On the contrary, if you 
put him to death, you will give new hopes and 
new opportunities to Conſpirators. The idea of. 
royalty replaced on the head of an innocent child, 
vill make proſelytes; the ſtupidity and prejudices | 
of one party will ſecond the ambitious ſchemes of 
the 
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the other, and thus a new faction will be "ITE? . 
The preſervation. of Louis the XVIth ng us, 
will be the grave of all theſe ambitious hopes; and 
he himſelf has loſt the title to conceive them; his 
influence is drowned in the blood he has ſhed, and 
his eternal weakneſs in the immortal horror with 
which he has inſpired the nation.“ 

Robert K ings have Judged nations too long; 
the day is come in which nations are about to judge 
kings. 5 

« The defenders of Louis the XVlIth tell us of 
his infallibility. Can a man be declared above the 
laws? Did the people in 1789 pull deſpotiſm down, 
to build it up again on a legal baſis? No; the peo. 
24 in an infurrettion is the living law. It was the 
aw in perſon, which on the 1oth of Auguſt ſaid to 
Lovis,“ Thou art a Traitor, an Enemy taken with 

rms in thy —_— thou ſhalt be tried.” And it is 
our duty to try Louis. 

«A 1 Conſtitution is on one ſide a . | 
lic contract with every individual affociated; on 
the other, a particular compact among the aſſociates, 
excepting one, who contratts alone with the reſt of 
the nation. To render ſuch a contract valid, it 
muſt have been freely accepted at firſt by all che 

aſſociates, afterwards by the whole ſociety and the 
King. — Have theſe conditions been fulfilled on ei- 
ther ſide? No. 

« 1 may be told, we are no longer in a date of 
war, ſince our enemy is our priſoner, and a pri- 
ſoner of war is never aſſaſſinated. I do not ſeek 
his aſſaſſination; I demand his trial. He is here, 
till bis ſentence, under the ſafeguard of the Law, 
the public faith, and the honour of the conqueror. 
But if he come out of priſon without being tried, 
; then every. member of lociety would have a right to 
12 
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aſſaſſinate him. It is therefore his intereſt to ſub- 
mit to a trial for the offences of which he has been 
accuſed; and I conclude by moving the a& of ac- 
culation.** - 

Barbaroux and Gregoire moved that the diſcuſſion 
might be adjourned till Thurſday. 

The Afﬀembly- agreed to this propoſal, and or- 
dered the ſpeeches to be printed. | 


On Thurſday following Manuel moved: —0 That 
in future the Convention meet at nine o clock in 
the morning, and debate on the Trial of the late 
| King till eleven o'clock.” | 

In the fame fitting a member obſerved, * That 
te Convention had reſtricted the diſcuſſion too 
much by confining it to this ſingle queſtion, „Can 
Louis XVI. be tried?“ „I move,“ ſaid he, © that 
the Convention recalling its firſt decree will leave full 
feope to the opinion of the members.” —Adopted. 

' Crouzet made it a principle, that it was not the 
ihtereſt of the French nation to bring Louis XVI. 
to trial, and till leſs to cut off his head on a ſcaf- 
fold. He then repreſented that clemency is the 
natural virtue of a great nation, and that a free 
people, to fecure their independence, ought never 
to lower themſelves to the fanguinary means em- 
ployed by deſpots; and that to take away the life 
of the late King, would be tranſmitting his preten- 
fions to a child, intereſting both . his age, and by 
his innocence; 

« Since I promiſed,” ſaid he, * to explain my 
opinion with fal liberty, why ſhould I not ſay, that 
Louis XVI. on his acceſſion to the throne, took 
the earlieſt pry of aboliſhing feudal bond- 
age, of renouncing al advantages Sfarpet by his 
anceſtors, and of calling to his council ſuch men 
as | ſeemed: to be the choice of the people. Why 
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© then: ſhould I not believe that being miſſed by perf 
_ diouy counſellors,” he has been precipitated - front 
aby ſs to abyſs by the Notables, whom [ki volunta- 
rily aſſembled; and by the corrupted members of 
the Conſtituent Aſſembly? Here, Legiſlators, comes 
naturally forth the queſtion, can the diſtinction pro- 
poſed in the report of the Committee of Legiſla- 
tion eee the inviolahility be adopted? This 
ande Hon, according to which the reporter main- 
taingd 175 tbe King had reſumed the danger of 
reſponhbility when be was, permitted to act without 
the. interdention of any miniſter. —But, as this ſub- 
tlety has too little .confiſtency. in irſelt, let us ex- 
anne if it can even be propoſed, In this ſuppo- 
fition, the committee Joabileſs did not think that 
the Kirſg bad behind him a reſponſible miniſtry to- 
preſent to the Nation: the diſtinction of the, com- 
mittee is more ingenious than ſolid, bu, add the 
committee, it is not egui vocal but independant of the 
crimes not foreſeen 2 the Conſtitution. Louis 
XVI. is criminal for not having ſolemnly oppoſed 
enterpriſes carried on in his name; and fince it is 
true that there is no longer a throne, and conſe- 
quently no puniſhment, of dethronement to be ap- 
plied, humanity commands us to inflict no other. 
Are thoſe ſerious, Legiſlators, who are ſo bar- 
barous as to incite you to vengeance, There is 
no longer a throne, there can, therefore, be no 
longer the puniſhment of dethroiement. — The 
French nation is for ever delivered from the ſcourge 
of kings. Is it nat ſufficiently avenged? Cannot 
it be ſo without blood—and always blood? And 
is it in the abode of pleaſure, the aſylum of the 
arts and the ſciences, that people ſhall be conti- 
nually excited to ſhed it?—O' ye, who may be 
miſled by an Exceſs of ſenſibility, does not the de- 
liverance 
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liverance of mankind expoſe us to the neceſſity of 
ſhedding enough? and ye, ferocious men, who often 
deify public vengeance, to (clothe your perſonal re- 
- ſentments under a perfidious veil, will you not have 
ſufficient victims in thoſe unhappy men whom indi- 
gence, or the fate of arms, ſhall bring back to that 
_ unhappy country which they ae ſo ee be- 
tra 
9 It would thus be more unjuſt to ſeek. to try 
or puniſh Louis XVI. as he — been already pu- 
niſhed with more ſeverity than the Conſtitution 
threatened: to inflict. The - extremity propoſed to 
you would be only an att of weaknels, I will even 
venture to ſay of cowardice—a certain ſign of mad- 
neſs or of fear. You ought to give to the world, 
which beholds yau, the ſpettacle of a king returning 
with his family to the Has of citizens, a ſpectacle 
much more ſtriking and affecting, a leſſon more 
ſublime than thoſe which might be given by all the 
executioners in the univerſe. On; theſe conſidera. 
tions I propoſe the following plan of a decree: _ 
er That the. National Convention, applauding the 
coura ge and zeal which the Legiſlative Aſſembly diſ- 
| es when it ſuſpended the executive power in the 
Tre of Louis XVI, approving the abolition of 
royalty in France, and the eſtabliſhing of a Fepullic, 
doth cree, 

That as ſoon as the Conſtitutian ſhall be re. 
ſented to the French people for acceptance, it ſhall 
be propoſed to them to determine the fate of Louis 
XVI. his ſon, bis daughter, his wife, his ſiſter Eliza- 
heth, and all the e of the late reigning fa- 
mily actually reſiding in France; and till that period 
the National Convention ball caule proper pro- 
e to be made for the ſafety and . 
5 0 
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of the late Kinc, and of ſuch of his family as are 
now in the temple.” | $1817 2 2204 
 Roſet—® I will examine this queſtion under two 
points of view: Is it for the intereſt of the nation 
to try Louis the XVIth? Is it conſiſtent with 
juſtice to 1 him? In examining if it is for the 
intereſt of the nation to try Lovis the XVIth, it 
cannot be improper to conſider what advanta 
| Frenchmen would derive from his trial. 
„ One of the principal objects which laws have 
in view by the application of the greateſt puniſh< 
ments to certain crimes, is to intimidate the wicked, 
to lay before them examples by which they may be 
terrified whom virtuous ſentiments cannot reſtrain. 
« To whom, legiſlatoxs, can you hold up the 
example. of Louis the XVIth,, conducted to the 
ſcaffold for having abuſed the royal inviolability? 
Has any one of you the deſign of railing up the 
throne ſo gloriouſly overthrown? We wiſh for a 
Republic, the laws of which may enfure to every 
individual, ſafety, liberty, and equality. 11 
% It is not, therefore, the intereſt of the nation 
to try Louis the XVIch, much leſs to conduct him 
to the ſcaffold, even allowing him to be guilty in the 
10 fenſe which the reporter of the Committee has en- 
deavoured to eſtabliſh. „F*** 
3 „ Without doubt, an inviolable being is a mon- 
ſter in the ſocial order. But ſuppoſing that ſociety 
had to pull down fuch a being once more, ought its 
Juſt indignation to fall upon thoſe who' created it? 
il Here, Legiſlators, is the proper place for inquiring, 
F  reſpedting the diſtinction propoſed in the report of 
iT the Committee of Legiſlation, relative to the invio- 
lability—a diſtinftion according to which the re- 
porter has maintained, that the KING took upon 
2 | *1 ah F 
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himſelf the danger of reſponſibility, when he afted 


without the intervention of miniſters. This diſtinc- 
tion is more ingenious than ſolid; and it would be 
unjuſt to ſeek to try or puniſh Louis the XVIch, as 
he has already been puniſhed more ſeverely than he 
has been threatened by the conſtitution. 5 

« On theſe accounts, I propoſe the plan of the 
following decree: | i 00 10005" 

« The National Convention, applauding the zeal 
and courage which the Legiſlative Aſſembly diſ- 

layed, from the ſuſpenſion of the executive power 
in the bands of Louis the XVIth, to the abolition 
of royalty in France, and the eſtabliſhment of the 
republic; decrees, that upon the preſentation of 
the conſtitution to the people of France, it ſhould 
be propoſed to them to regulate the fate of Louis 
the XVIch, of his ſon, and his daughter, of his 
wife, and ſiſter ELIZABETH, and all the individuals 
of the former reigning family now in France; and 
till thattime, the National Convention ſhall provide 
for the ſafety and ſubſiſtence of the late King, and 
thoſe of his family who are at the temple.” 

Eregoire “ Poſterity will perhaps be aſtoniſhed, 
that it could be made a queſtion, Whether a great 
nation can judge its firſt ſervant? But fixteen 
months ago, at this tribunal, I proved that Louis 
the XVIth could be tried. I had the honor to ap- 
pear among the ſmall claſs of patriots who contended, 
diſadvantageouſly, with the maſs of robbers in the 
Conſtituent Aſſembly: hiſſes were the reward of 
my courage. — Citizens, I come to - plead the ſame 
cauſe: I ſpeak to juſt men: they will hear me with 
indulgence, and with the calmneſs of reaſon. 

« To eſtabliſh a methodical procceding in the diſ- 
cuſſion, I will firſt prove, that a Conſtitutional King 
of the French, abſtrading from Louis the XVIth. 

| can 
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cafi be tried for actions foreign to the exerciſe of roy- 
alty; adly. Suppoſing the King could not be deliv- 
ered over to any. conſtituted authority, this prero- 
gative muſt vaniſh before the National Will. f 
The perſon of the King, we are told, is invio- 
able; therefore his inviolability ought to extend to 
all bis actions. The anſwer is ealy—Legiſlators are 
equally inviolable, but only for their opinions. Am- 
bafſadors are fo, but only for the objeRts relative to 
ther agency—however, their perſons are equally in- 
diviſible; thus. their inviolability thould extend to 
every thing} or that of a King places him, for all 
perſonal acts, on a . with the other ſervants 
of the people. ; 
Abſolute inviolability i is a monſter! it will i im- 
pel a man to wickedneſs, by aſſuring him impunity 
for all his crimes. To declare a man inviolable, to 
entruſt him with the care of preſerving thoſe, laws 
which he may violate with impunity, - is to outrage 
not only nature, but the Conſtitution. It expreſsly 
bears in the Chapter of Royalty, that there is no 
authority in France ſuperior to chat of the law. To 
admit abſolute inviolability, is in other terms to le- 
galize perfidy, ferocity, and cruelty; and thus you 
ſee, upon the admiſſion of a fiction, a ſhocking mo- 
rality is preſented, as an elementary principle of 
public felicity. | 
* I proceed to the ſecond article—that 8 
lity, ſuppoſing. it to be abſolute, admits of an ex- 
ception, and diſappears before the national will. If 
not, we muſt ſwallow the following abſurdities that 
the King is every thing; that the ſoveieignty is alie- 
nable; that the nation, in elevating an individual 
above itſelf, has made him greater than itſelf; and 
| that it is within the ſcope of poſſibility, that an effect 
is out of proportion to the cauſe which. produced it. 
' 2 Inviclability 
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. Inviolability being a political inſtitution, could 
only be eſtabliſhed for national happineſs. We are 
told it is uſeful to difconcert thoſe who aſpire at 
ſapreme power; it is the tomb of ambition; but if 
this prerogative extends to all the acts of an indi- 
vidual KIN o, it will become the tomb of the nation; 
for it is an additional mode of conſecrating the 
{lavery and miſery of a people. Without puniſh- 
ment, he conſpires againſt them with the arm of 
inviolability—he ſtabs liberty. To pretend, that 
for general happineſs it is requiſite that a King ſhould 
commit with impunity every crime! was there ever 
a doctrine more abſurd? and yet it is maintained at 
the end of the 18th century. Moreover, if you 
pretend that the conſtitutional att gives this abſurd 
latitude to the dottrine of inviolability, while on the 
other de I fead in your declaration of rights, that 
all ſocial diſtinctions are founded on general utility, 
you evidently contraditt yourſelves; and my choice 
cannot heſitate between your immoral laws and the 
eternal maxims of reaſon. ' . 
« I have therefore proved on one ſide, that invi- 
olability extends only to adminiſtrative acts, and not 
to perſonal acts; and on the other, that when you 
give an unlimited extenſion to this prerogative, it 
diſappears. | 
e After having diſcuſſed thoſe principles, I paſs 
to their application: royalty was always an objett of 
horror to me, but Louis the XVIth is no longer 
inveſted with it. I diveſt myſelf of every prejudice 
againſt him, to judge him in an impartial manner. 
Beſides, he has done ſo much to -incur contempt, 
that there 1s no longer room for hatred, I maintain 
that Louis the XVIth was never a conſtitutional 
King. When Louis the XVIch, deſerting his poſt 
fled to Farennes, he leſt us a proteſt, in which he 
Fe "Mo * * = - declared 


e 


declared our government vicious, and impoſſible to 
ve carried into execution; thatvery Conſtitutionwhich, 
bowever, he afterwards appeared to accept. And 
this Proteſtation, which was a real abdication, was 
always the rule of his conduR. According to the 
terms of the Conſtitution, in retracting his Oath he 
4s deemed to have abdicated; and was there ever a 
man who ſo ſolemnly ſported with the obligations of 
Oaths? It was in this place that I ſaid to the Legiſ- 
lators, He will, fwear every thing, and obſerve no- 
thing. — Was ever a prediction more completely ve- 
rified? This worthy Deſcendant of Lovis the 
XIch, told the Aſſembly, without being invited, 
that the moſt dangerous enemies of the ſtate were 
thoſe who raiſed doubts of his fidelity; and, return- 
ing to his palace, the den of every crime, with 7e- 
zebel and her Court he . ae and brought to 
perfection every iniquity. 3 
I therefore move, that Louis the XVIth may 
be brought to Trial. | 


In the Sitting of Wedneſday November 21, 
Thomas Paine author of the rights of man, an ob- 
ſcure individual, deteſted in England for his bad con- 
due, ſent the following letter to the Convention 
dated: e 


« CITIZEN PRESIDENT, Paris, Nou. 20. 

« As I do not know preciſely what day the Convention will 
reſume the diſcuſſion on the Trial of Louis the XVIth, and, 
on account of my inability to expreſs myſelf in French, I 
cCannot ſpeak at the Tribune, I requeſt permiſſion to depoſit 
in your Hands the incloſed paper, which contains my opinion 
on that ſubject. I adopt this ſtep with fo much more 
cagerneſs, becauſe circumſtances will prove to what a de- 
gree it intereſts France, that Lovis the XVI. ſhould conti- 
nue to enjoy good health. I would be charmed if the Con- 
vention wo uld have the goodneſs to hear this paper read this 
r . | morning 


„ 
morning, as I E ſending a copy of it to London, to be 
printed in the Engliſh Journals. | 


A Secretary read the opinion of Thomas Paint: 


„ I think that Louis the XVIth ought to be tried; not 
that this advice is ſuggeſted by a ſpirit of vengeance, but be- 
cauſe this meaſure appears to me juſt, lawful, and conforma- 
ble to ſound policy. If Louis XVIth is innocent, let us 
put him to prove his innocence; if he is guilty, let the Na- 
tional Will determine if he ſhould be pardoned or puniſhed : 
But beſides the motives which perſonally intereſt Lovis the 
XV Ith, there are others which make his Trial neceſſary, 1 
am about to develope theſe motives, in the language which 
ſuits them, and no other. I forbid myſelf the uſe of equivocal 
expreſſions, or of mere ceremony. There was formed among 
the crowned ruffians of Europe a conſpiracy, which threat- 
ened not only French liberty, but likewiſe that of all Nations. 
Every thing tends to make it be believed, that Louis the 
XVIch was the partnef of that horde of conſpirators. - You 
have this man in your power, and he is at preſent the only one 
of the band of whom we can make ſure, I conſider Lovis 


the XVI. in the ſame point of view as the two firſt robbers _ 


taken up in the affair of the jewel office: their Trial gna- 
bled you to diſcover the gang to which they belonged. We 
have ſeen the unhappy Soldiers of Auſtria and Pruſſia, and 
the other powers which declared themſelves our enemies, 
torn from their fire-fides, and drawn to carnage, as the vi- 
leſt of animals, to ſuſtain, at the price of their blood, the 
common cauſe of crowned robbers. They loaded the in- 
habitants of thoſe regions with taxes to ſupport the expen- 
ces of the War. All this was not done ſolely for Louis 
XVI. Some of the conſpirators have acted openly: but 
there is reaſon to preſume, that this conſpiracy is compoſed 
. of two claſſes of robbers; thoſe who have taken up arms, 
and thoſe who have lent to their cauſe ſecret encouragement * 
and clandeſtine aſſiſtance; and it is indiſpenſable to let France 
and all Europe know all theſe accomplices. | 
« A little time after the National Convention was con- 
ſtituted, the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs preſented the 
picture of all the Governments of Europe, as well of thoſe 
whoſe hoſtilities were public, as of thoſe who ated with a 
myſterious circumſpection. . have already penetrated into 
| | | ſome 
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ſome part of the conduct of Mr. GW, Elector of H- n- -r, 
and violent preſumptions affect the ſame man, his Court 
and Miniſters, in quality of Kg of Eng—d. . 
« M. Calonne has conſtantly been favoured with a friendly 
reception at that Court. The arrival of Mr. S—h, Secre- 
fary to Mr. Pt, at Coblentz, when the emigrants were 
aſſembling there; the recall of the Engliſh Ambaſſador ; 
the extravagant joy manifeſted by the Court of St. James's at 
the falſe report of the defeat of Dumourier when it cauſed - 
it to be communicated by Lord E—n, then Miniſter of _ 
Great Britain at Bruflets—alt thefe circumſtances render him 
extremely fuſpicious; the trial of Louis XVI. will proba- 
bly furniſh more deciſive proofs. 3 
„ The long ſubſiſting fear of a revolution in England, 
could, I believe, ſingly, prevent that Court from mani ting | 
as much publicity in its rations as Auſtria and Pruſſia. 
Anothet reaſon could be added to this; the conſequential de- 
creaſe of credit, by means of which alone all the ancient Go- 
vernments could obtain freſh loans; ſor in W as the 
probability of a revolution increaſed, whoever ſhould furniſh 
towards the new loans muſt expect to loſe his ſtock. 
« Every body knows that the LAanDGRAvE of HESSE 
fights only as far as he is paid: he has been for ſeveral 
gars in the pay of the Court of Londen. If the Trial of 
Louis XVI. cauld bring it to light, that this deteſtable dealer 
in human fleſh has been paid out of the produce of the 
taxes levied on the people of England, it would be but do- 
ing juſtice to that Maths: to inform them of that fact; it 
. would at the ſame time give to France an exact knowledge of 
the character of that Court, which has not ceaſed to be the 
moſt intriguing, ever ſince its connection with Germany. 
Louis XVI. conſidered as an individual, is an object 
beneath the notice of the Republic; but when he is looked 
upon as a part of that band of conſpirators, as a criminal 
whoſe trial may lead all the nations in the world to a know- 
ledge and Jeteltaticn of the diſaſtrous ſyſtem of monarchy, 
and the plots and intrigues of their own Courts, he ought to 
G be, and muſt be tried. | £ 
If the crimes for which Louis XVI. is arraigned, wer 
abſolutely perſonal to him, without reference to general Con- 
ſpiracics and confined to the affairs of France, the motives of 
inviolability 


\ 
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A roy that folly of the moment, might have been ur- 
ged in his behalf with ſome appearance of reaſon; but as he 
is arraigned not 1 on the part of France, but for having 
conſpired againſt all Europe, we ought to uſe every means 
in our power to diſcover the whole extent of that conſpiracy, 
France is now a Republic: ſhe has completed her Revolution; 
but ſhe cannot earn all the advantages ariſing from it, as 
long as ſhe is environed. with deſpotical Governments; their 
armies and marine oblige her likewiſe to keep troops and 
ſhips in readineſs. It is therefore her immediate intereſts, 
that all Nations be as free as herſelf; that revolutions be 

_ univerſal; and ſince Louis XVIch can ſerve to prove, by the 
flagitiouſneſs of Government in general, the neceſſity of 
Revolutions, The ought not to let ſlip ſo precious an opportu- 

1 | 

The Deſpots of Europe have formed alliances to pre- 
ſerve their reſpective authority, and to perpetuate the oppreſ- 
ſion of nations; this is the end which they propoſed to them- 
ſelves, in making an invaſion on the French territory. 
They dread the eſto of the French Revolution in the boſom 
of their own Countries; and in hopes of preventing it, the 
are come to try to deſtroy that Revolution, before it ſhould 
have attained its perfebt maturity, Their attempt has not 
been attended with ſucceſs: France has already vanquiſhed 
their armies; but it is left to her to ſound the particulars of 
the conſpiracy, to diſcover, to expoſe to the eyes of the uni- 
verſe, thoſe Deſpots who had the infamy to take part in it; 
and the univerſe expects of her that act of juſtice. 

7 Tpbeſe are my motives for demanding that Lours XVI. 
be judged; and it is in this ſole point of view, that his Trial 
appears to me of ſufficient importance to attract the attention 
of the Republic. 

« As to what regards inviolability, I would not have ſuch 
a motive to be mentioned. Seeing no longer in Louis XVI. 
but a weak-minded and narrow-ſpirited individual, ill-bred, 
like all his colleagues, given, as it is ſaid, to frequent exceſſes 
of drunkenneſs, and whom the National Aſſembly raiſed 
again imprudently on a throne which was not made for him, 
it we ſhew him hereafter ſome pity, it ſhall not be the reſult 

of the burleſque idea of a Jeon inviolability.“ 


| Signed: THOMAS PAINE. 
D 3 The 
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The Convention ordered the opinion -of Citizen. 
Tromas PAINE to be printed. 


The diſcuſſions on the trial of the KING were 
continued for a conſiderable time but nothing new 
tranſpired till the 22d of November, when a member 
of the Commiſhon of Twelve announced, that, among 
the papers found at the Caſtle of the Thuilterjes by 
the Miniſter Roland, there were, ſeveral pieces 
which tended to criminate the late KincG. I ſhall 
read. one letter, added he, which proves that the 
traitor Louis adviſed the maſfacre of Nancy: 


LETTER F the KING to M. DE BOUIII ES. 


« Paris, November 4, 1790. 

« J hope Sir, you know me well enough not to doubt of 
the ſatisfaction which I feel from your conduct. You ſaved 
France on the 31ſt of Auguſt ; and you have ſhewn to others 
the path which they ought to purſue. Your good conduct 
for a year paſt has highly merited my eſteem. | 

« Continue the ſame i Wig Bak our popularity—it - 
may be uſeful to me, for J conſider it as the anchor of ſafety. 

I was very uneaſy about you till I heard from you: M. Govu- 
VERNET has at length brcught me intelligence from you. 
„ I much regret thoſe brave men who periſhed in that un- 
happy affair; but the meaſure you purſued was indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary. I beg you will teſtify my ſatisfaction to the Na- 
tiogal Guards, and the troops of the Line, by whom 

| were ſo well ſeconded. You may point out, to the Miniſter 

| at War, thoſe who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves with ho- 


nour. | 9 
(Signed) „ LOUIS.“ 
P. S. « Having learnt that you have loſt the horſe which 


M. GouvERNET rode, I have {ent you one which I rode, and 
I beg you wil keep him for my fake,” | 


 BOVUILLE's 
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BOUILLE's ANSWER. 


« Metz, Sept. 7, 1790. 
„an 

« Your MaJesTy ſets great value on my ſervices, I ex- 
pected to have rendered you others, greater, and of a different 
deſcription. I ſhall negle& no means of being uſeful ; but I 
am much afrald my labour will be fruitleſs. 

« I am doing every thing in my power to acquire popula- 
rityz but my enemies do every thing to make me loſe it. I 
have pointed out to the Miniſter at War the Officers of the 
National Guards, and of the troops of the Line, who diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves in the affair of Nancy ; they will receive, 
- with ſenſibility, the teſtitnonies of your MaJjesTrY's ſatiſ- 

faction. s | 

I received the horſe, which you had the goodneſs to ſend 
me. This new pledge of your MAIESTx's kindneſs can add 
nothing to my gratitude. I am happy in being able to an- 
nounce to your MaJtsTr, that a good ſpirit prevails amon 


the troops, both in Atace and Lorrain: tranquillity is rei- 


tored. 
(Signed) * BOUILLE.” 


Another Member obſerved, that M. Bovirtte's 
anſwer was dated, prior to the letter of Louis. 
The Reporter replied, that this, doubtleſs, was a 
miſtake of BoviLLe. 

The Conventiou paſſed to the Order of the Day, 
enjoining the Committee of Twelve to give in a ge- 
neral report -on the whole of the papers found at 
the Thuilleries. | 


On the 27th of November Le Pelletier read an 
addreſs from the friends of the Republic at Auxerre, 
ſtating that all nations were waiting the judgment 
of Lovis XVI. and expetted it to be terrible, 
ſpeedy and ſuch as to make tremble the tyrants 
of the earth; and that the blood of the moſt ne- 
farious of conſpirators ought to expiate his crimes 

WD” without 
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Convention appeare 


_ vants. 
faſt ſeven. diſhes of coffee, ſix of chocolate, a baſon 


water and lemonade, three prints of butter, a plate 


. 


without delay. The Convention ordered honour- 
able mention to be made of this addreſs. | 
Many addreſſes of a fimilar tenor poured in from all 
parts of the kingdom, but they were the productions 
of a few factious individuals, and never the wiſh of 
the generality of the people. The partiality of the 
in a moſt diſgraceful light, 
for whenever an abſent friend of his Majeſty wiſhed 
to exert himſelf in his behalf, they would not hear 
him. M. Narbonne, formerly a miniſter, and after- 
wards an exile, wrote from London, that he wiſhed 
to plead the cauſe of Louis XVI. as one of his 
official defenders. The Convention ſeemingly 
afraid of the eloquence and private virtues of this 
loyal ſubject, treated his requeſt with contempt. 
All this time the King ſuffered cloſe confine- 
ment, and his keepers were obliged to give the 
ſtricteſt account of every expence made for him 
and his family. On the goth of November they 
made the following report of the expenditure for 
the Royal Captives, which ſhows to how moderate 
an allowance thoſe were reduced, who but lately 
kept the brighteſt court in Europe. © There are 
thirteen officers of the kitchen; firſt, an intend- 
ant, a helper, a roaſting-cook, a ſcullion, a turn- 
ſpit, and a paſtry-cook; ſecond, a clerk of the kit- 
chen, an aſſiſtant, and a waiting-boy ; third, a but- 
ler, a keeper of the filver ſcullery, and three ſer- 


In the morning the butler ſerves up for break. 
of warm cream, a glaſs of cold ſyrup, one of barley 


of fruit, ſix coffee. biſcuits, three loaves of table 
bread, a ſugar diſh filled with grated. ſugar, one of 
ſugar in lumps, and one ſalt-ſeller. | 
«© The 
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« The whole is not conſumed by the priſoners, 
who are very temperate. What is left ſerves three 
perſons who wait on them in turns, and the, thir- 
teen ſervants above-mentioned. | 

« At dinner the butler ſerves up three diſhes 
of ſoup, and two regular courſes, conſiſting, on 
meat days, of four courſes, two diſhes of roaſt, 
each three pieces, and four fide-diſhes; and on faſt _ 
days, of four meagre courſes, three or four of meat, 
two diſhes of roaſt, and four or five fide-diſhes. 

« The butler adds ale , for the deſert a 
plate of pears, three of preſerved fruit, three plates 
of other fruit, two prints of butter, two ſugar ba- 
ſons, an oil cruet, a bottle of champaign, a ſmall 
bottle of Bourdeaux wine, a flaſk of Malmſey, an- 
other of Madeira, and ſeven loaves of table bread. 


And for thoſe who dine after the cloth is drawn, a 


loaf weighing two pounds, and two bottles of table 
Wine. | 

« The ſupper conſiſts of three diſhes of ſoup, 
and two ſervices, On meat days they are com- 
poled of two courſes; two pieces of roalt, and 
four or five ſide-diſnes. On meagre days they 
conſiſt of four meagre courſes, two pieces of roaſt, 
and four hde-diſhes. | 

« The ſame deſert is uſed as at dinner, coffee 
excepted. _ 

The ſon of Louis XVI, has generally his ſup. 

r apart. 

« 'The addition of meat at dinner and ſupper on 
meagre days, is becauſe Louis obſerves faſting and 
abſtinence very ſtriftly on thoſe days preſcribed 
by the church, but his gueſts do not. He is the 
only perſon who drinks wine, and in moderation ; 
his gueſts drink-gqrly water, | 

: | « What 
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« What comes from his table is more than ſuffi- 
cient for the three ſervants in the tower, who ſend 
the reſt to the kitchen and butler's office. Some 
diſhes with bread and wine are added. | 

« During the firſt twenty days, the baker fur- 
niſhed bread to the amount of ten livres, at the rate 
of four or five ſous per pound. During the ſame 
time the butcher furniſhed meat to the amount of 
100 livres per day, at the rate of thirteen ſous per 
pound. The poulterer furniſhed, during the latter 

rt of Auguſt, bacon to the amount of 25 livres, 
at the rate of ſixteen ſous per pound. From Auguſt 
16 to September q, he furniſhed poultry to the 
amount of 1544 livres 15 ſous, which makes about 
56 livres per day.” 

When this report was made, the members of the | 
Common murmured aloud, and one of them moved 
that the tyrant be made to put up with common 


foup and bouillie. 


On the gd of December, Ruhl, a Wender of the 
Convention, made the report of the Commiſſion of 
Twelve, and read ſeveral letters and pieces adding 
to the inculpation of Lovis. XVI. among which 
there were three written by the citizen St. Foix. In 
the firſt, St. Foix invites the King to ſeduce Merlin, a 
member of the late Conſtituent Aſſembly, by offer- 
ing him a place for his brother-in-law; in the 
other, St. Foix adviſes the King not to retire to the 
Aſſembly on the 10th of Auguſt, becauſe by this 
meaſure he might diſconcert the people, who were 
ready to take up arms in his behalf; in the third, 
St. Foix endeavours to perſuade Lov ts, chat Ker-= 
Jaint aſpired at the appointment of Miniſter of the 
Marine; and that the Aſſembly were a quite differ- 
ent ſet of people at home from what they were in 
the voſtrum of the Senate. 

| On 


( 43 ) 
On this occaſion Robeſprerre roſe, and made a 
ſpeech which laſted upwards of two hours, and ex- 
cited the greateſt ſenſation throughout the Conven- 
vention. He moved, „ That Louis Carer be 
« condemned to ſuffer death, and executed on the 
« ſquare before the Tuilleries, on which-a monu- 
« ment ſhould be erected to perpetuate a terrible 
« example of national juſtice.” He alſo moved, 
That the wife of Louis be delivered up to the 
« Tribunals of Juſtice ; and that her ſon be kept in 
« cuſtody in the Temple, till hberty ſhould once 
« be firmly eſtabliſhed.” | 
A great number of other motions were made, but 
the Convention adopted one of Petion, and de- 
creed, © Lovis XVI. ſhall be judged—he ſhall be 
& judged by the National Convention.“ 

On the following day, ſeveral members who could 
not be ranged amongſt the blood-thirſty, endeavoured 
to ſave themſelves the reproach of contributing to 
the judgment of the unfortunate monarch, by re- 
queffitip leave of abſence; but their laudable deſigns 
were fruſtrated by Thur:iot, one of the moſt invete- 
rate enemies of Louis XVI. on whoſe motion it 
was decreed, that no leave of abſence ſhould be 
granted as long as the trial of Louis XVI. were 
unfiniſhed ; and as long as the country ſhould be in 
any kind of danger, all functionaries, both civil and 
military that ſhould leave their poſt, ſhould be pro- 
ſecuted by the public accuſer. _ | 

On the ſame day the diſcuſſion on the King's 
trial being reſumed, = 

St. Fuſt ſpoke in favour of the maxim of invi- 
olability : he was however called to order, and 
. bifled from the tribune. 


Buzot moved for a nominal call of the houſe, and 
n FEY that 
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that thoſe 1 be known who were in favour of 
the re- eſtabliſhment of royalty. | 

Rewbell moved, that a decree be paſſed immedi- 
ately, making it death to all thoſe that ſhould pro- 

ſe the reſtoration of royalty in any ſhape, and 
that Lov 1s XVI. be judged without any aer 
ment. 

Merlin propoſed an 8 to M. Rewbell's 
firſt propoſition, tending to except from puniſh- 


ment the Primary Aſſemblies. 


This amendment was rejected, and er a ſtorm 


of debates, the following decree was paſſed: 


« That whoeyer ſhould dare to propole, or to 
attempt to re-eſtabliſh royalty, or any other autho- 
rity incroaching on the Sovereignty of the People, 
under what denomination ſocver, ſhould ſuffer 
death.” 

Robeſpierre began to ſpeak for the immediate 
exccution of the King, but could not be org till 
towards the latter end of the fitting. 

Buzot was for” hearing the King, with a view of 
diſcovering ather accomplices. 

Petion again made a motion, which was paſſed, 

and enacted into a decree: 
„ That the trial of Louis XVI. and his family, 
ſhould, all other buſineſs ceaſing, occupy the Con- 
vention every day, from eleven o'clock in the morn- 
ing till ſix in the evening, until the ſaid trial ſhould 
be terminated,” 


On the 5th of December decrees of accuſation 
were iſſued againlt ſeveral individuals whofe names 
were found in old F 8 ugh diſcovered at the Thwil- 
leries, they were all eminent men, and the follow- 
ing were their names : Rivarol, Talleyrand, Perigord, 


* of Autun, De Chaſſy, Gilie, Andre, and 
Dugueſnoy, 


(4 ) 
Duqueſnoy, member of the late Conſtituent Aſſembly, 


and mayor of Nancy. | 
In the ſame ſitting, Ruhl the reporter read ſeveral 
pieces relative to the Kinc, among which there was 
a letter of the KN s on hand-writing, addreſſed 
to the late bifhop of Clermont, without date, and in 
theſe terms :—© I addreſs you with confidence, — 
I want to conſult you about taking the Holy Com- 
munion at Eaſter: Can I take it? If I can, it ſhall 
be within the fortnight. You know the cruel ſtate 
I am in by my acceptance of the decrees againſt the 
clergy : I always conſidered this acceptance as forced, 
and I am fully reſolved to reſtore the Roman Ca- 
tholic worſhip, as ſoon as I ſhall be fully re-inſtalled 
in power.“ | 

The biſhop's anſwer conſiſts in many of thoſe 
arguments fo peculiar to the roman prelates. 

The laſt piece, read by Rl, was a letter ſigned 
L. H. containing theſe words: * The Queen pulled 
a piſtol from her girdle, and preſenting it to the Kix a, 
faid to him — Now is the moment to ſhow yourſelf. The 

ſtupid man made no anſwer.” . 

The. Convention as uſual ordered theſe pieces to 
be printed, and in their next fitting ſome very inte- 
reſting debates took place. 

Carra accuſed the bankers, and other agents of 
the courts of Vienna, Berlin, London, and Madrid, 
of being the authors of the troubles and inſurrec- 
tions which diſtracted the republic; “ all you have 
to do, ſaid he, to prevent the effect of thoſe dark 
ſchemes, is to judge as foon as poſſible Louis Ca- 
EF.“ 

Marat ſeconded Carra. | 
| Louvet ſhowed a little more lenity ; he moved 
that Louis XVI. be put to the bar the next day, 
to anſwer the firſt charge exhibited againſt him. 


Guffroi 


Guffroi and Bourbote complained of the ſlowneſs 
of the juſticiary proceedings, and moved, that Antoi- 
nette, the wife of Louis Carer, be put immediately 
in a ſtate of accuſation. 2. That Louis XVI. be 
arraigned at the bar to-morrow. g. That he anſwer 
to the ſeries of queſtions propoſed by the Com- 
mittee of Legiſlation, but only as far as they relate 
to making him turn evidence againſt his accom- 
plices. 4. That the declaratory att of all the crimes 
55 preſented to him. g. That judgment of death 
be pronounced upon the day following. 

Several other members were going to make 
ſpeeches, but the Convention decreed that they 
would only confine themſelves to the plans of de- 
crees, ſeveral of which were preſented, all purport- 
ing, „that Louis be put to the bar to-morrow; 
« that he be heard, and ſentenced to ſuffer-death ; 
« which ſentence ſhould be put in execution on the 
« ſquare of the Carouzel.” : 

Manuel moved, that Louis be heard, and his 
death not anticipated, ſince it was poſſible, that ba- 
niſhment would be propoſed. 

The Convention adopted the plan preſented by 

uinette, and enacted the following final decree. 

Art. I. The Commiſſion of Twenty-four, and the 
Committees of Legiſlation and General Safety, ſhould 
appoint three members each, who ſhould join with 
the Commiſſion of Twelve. | 

Art. II. This commiſſion of Twenty-one mem- 
bers ſhould preſent, on Monday the 10th of De- 
cember, the Declaratory Att of the crimes with 
which Louis Carter ſtood charged, and put in 
a convenient order all the pieces in behalf of this 

Art, III. This Commiſſion ſhould preſent in the 
Morning Sitting of Tueſday the 11th of the ſame 


Ws month, 


oS © 


month, at eight o'clock, the ſeries of queſtions to 
be put to Louis Carer. 

Art. IV. The National Convention ſhould diſ- 
cuſs in Monday's fitting, the Declaratory Act of the 
Crimes of Louis Carer. | 
Axt. V. The day following, Tueſday, Louis Ca- 

rET ſhould be arraigned at the bar of the Conven- 
tion, to hear the reading of this act, and to anſwer 
the queſtions that would be aſked of him, only from 
the mouth of the Preſident. 

Art. VI. A copy of the Declaratory AQ, and of 
the ſeries of 8 ſhould be delivered unto 
Lovis Carer, and the Preſident ſhould adjourn 
him two days, to be finally heard. 
Art. VII. The day after his laſt appearance at 
the Bar, the National Convention ſhould pronounce 
on the fate of Louis Carer, by a nominal call of 
the Houſe; each member ſhould aſcend the 'Tribune 

in rotation, to anſwer the call. | | 
Axt. VIII. The National Convention charged 
the Executive Power, by their reſponſibility, to take 
all the meaſures of general ſafety, during the courſe 
of the judgment of Louis Carter. 

On the 7th one of the ſecretaries read a letter 
ſigned Mallouet, Narbonne, Fohn Morris, and Milli- 
ams, dated December 6; the gentlemen requeſted to 
ſerve Louis the XVIch as his official counſels. 
They concluded thus: 

* We will accompany him to the bar with 12,000 
good republicans, who do not want his death.” 

Enquiry being afterwards made after the writers 

of the letter, it was diſcovered to be a forgery. 
The above decree was the joint production of T. 
Paine, and Quinette. When the Common of Paris ſaw 
that the eriſis of the King's fate was ſo near, they 
refined their cruelty to the unfortunate King and 


his 
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bis family, and decreed that they, and thoſe who 


waited on them ſhould be deprived of all offenſive 
and defenſive weapons; that all their victuals ſhould 
be previouſly taſted, that the ſervants ſhould ſleep 
no longer in the tower of the temple. - They ſent 
commiflaries to execute theſe ſeveral reſolutions, 
who. having ſignified the orders to Lovis, his valet 
laid hold of all the weapons, and Lovis ſearched. 
himſelf, and delivered to the commiſſaries different 
articles which he ſaid were all he had about him; then 
he ſhrugged up bis ſhoulders, and ſaid to them 


% You need not be afraid of me.”” He wiſhed, how- 


ever, to retain.a ſmall neceſſary article, which he at 
laſt ſurrendered with great reſignation. 
The commiſſaries went afterwards down to the 
apartment of Maria Antoinette, who was with het 
ſiſter-in-la w. She ſhewed ſome ill humour at the 
reſolution, and in anſwer to the demand of the 
commiſſaries, with dignity ſhe added: © If that is 
all, you ſhould take away our needles too, for they prick 
confoundedly!*”*—She would perhaps have faid more 
if Madame Elizabeth had not beckoned her to be 
filent. 5 n 
When the King gave up an ivory-handled knife 
with fix blades, he remarked, with a pitiful counte- 


"nance—* TI have had this kmfe theſe ten years l': 


On Monday the 1oth of December, the following. 
meaſures were taken by the Executive Council o 
France to conduct Lovis the XVIth, to and from 
the bar of the convention, and to preſerve the tran- 
quillity of the capital as it is extratted-from the mi- 
nutes of the proceedings of the council general; 
1ſt, That thirty members of the council ſhall ac. 
company Louis Car ET, who will appear to-morrow 
before the Convention, beſides the Mayor, the Pro- 


curator of the Common, and the Clerk of Records. 
; 2d, The 


„„ 

ed, The Council General ſhall remain. n 
for this day. 

3d, A general call of the bo of the coun- 
ci ſhall take place on Tueſday. 

4th, The Procurator General of the Common, 
and the Commander in Chief of the Pariſian Forces 
ſhall be invited to enforce the laws relative to the 
general ſafety. - 
5th, The Committee of the SeRtions ſhall likewiſe 
permanent and attive according to law. 


Order of the March of Louis Carer and his gert, 
from the Temple to the National Convention. 


The convoy is to paſs through Rue du Temple, 
the Boulevards, the Rue Neuve des Capucins, the 
Place Vendome, and the Court of the Feuillans. 

The order begins by the aſſignment of the poly, 
to be occupied by the legions. 

Every ſection ſhall keep a reſerve of 200 men. 
Two hundred men ſhall be at every priſon, in every 
public ſquare, and at all the Magazines and Store- 


houles. 
2 


ESCORT. 


Every legion is to furniſh eight pieces of cannon, 
viz. three pieces before, and three pieces behind 
each legion, who are to be at the Temple by fix 
o' clock in the morning. There are to be two gun- 
carriages, one before and one behind. Each legion 
is to furniſh four Captains, four Lieutenants and ſe- 
cond Lieutenants, 100 men armed with muſkets, 
provided with ſixteen heavy cartridges each, ſkilful 
in their exerciſe and manceuvres. They are to be 
at the Temple at eight o'clock in the morning with 
a liſt of their names; the whole to form a body of 
600.men, who in three ranks, in triple file, are to 
eſcort the waggon. | 
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The Gendarmerie is to furniſh 48 horſemen, per= 
feftly {kilful in the manceuvres, to form the van. 
The Cavalry of the Military School ſhall equally 


' furniſh 48 horſemen for the rear, who are to be àt 


the temple at five o'clock in the morning preciſely. 
In the gardens of the Thuzllertes ſhall be a reſerve 
of 200 men, infantry ; the feeond fhall be ſtationed 


near Pont Tournant,. with 8 pieces of cannon, fur. 
niſhed by ſix legions, and conſiſting of 8 canoneers ; 


48 fuſileers for each legion, and one gun- carriage, 
flall likewiſe be on their poſt at eight o'clock. | 
A third reſerve ſhall conſiſt of the battallion of 


Picketeers, and ſhall be ſtationed in the Square of 


the Thulleries. 


The guard to he relieved at the Templi ſhalt} re- 


main on es poſt till the fatting of the Convention 
ſhall be over. 

All the poſts in the city Hall be doubled on that 
day. 

The guard is to mount parade at eight o'clock in 
the morning, at the temple. The call ſhall be beat 
with drums, and ſounded with trumpets, every hour, - 
and at every ſtation. Whoſoever ſhall abſent him 
ſelf, ſhall be punffhed according to martial aw. 

The orders for firing ſhall be ſtrictly executed: 


each legion is to furniſh 8 cannoneers, and 8 fuſt- 


teers, to eſcort the cannons. 

; 4d 
The day being come when Lovis was to appear 
at the bar of the Convention, the following report 
was made to the Common of Paris of his behaviour 
before and when he went, by one of the Commiſſa- 


nes on duty: 


4 The late King roſe at ſeven o'clock ; though his hag was 

very long, yet he took but little time to prepare himſelf.— 

He faid prayers ſor about three quarters of an hour. At Not 
o'cloc 


« 3 
1 


(84:7 


aſked me 


o clock the noiſe of the drum made him very uneaſy, and he 


Ming“ Pray what is this drum for, I am not uſed to 


hear it ſo early, I do not hear it ſo early in common?“ 
Commiſſary—* I cannot tell.“ 
King“ Do you think they beat the generale?“ 


Commiſſary— 4 I am ſure J don't know” (Here he walk- 
ed for a moment about the room, and liſtened attentively.) 
King-—< Methinks I hear the neighing of horſes in the 


court-yard.” 


Commiſſarz— I don't know what it is (Here breakfafl 
was ſerved in the family way; agitation ſeemed depitted in 
every face; the noiſe and neg of drums increaſed. Louis 
inſtead of giving his ſon a leflon of Geography, as uſual, 
played with him one game at Siam—the child, who could go 
no farther than the point of 16, exclaimed, No. 16 is a very 


unlucky number). 


King—< I know it is before to-day.” 


(The noiſe increaſed, and I thought it. was time to inform 


him.) - , 
will viſit you preſently.”  - 
Louis“ Ah! fo much the better.” 


Gommiſſary—< But I tell you, before hand, that he will 
not — 


to you in the preſence of your ſon.“ 


Commiſſary Sir, I have to inform you, that the Mayor 


Louis—(Beckoning his ſon to approach) « Embrace me, 


me dear boy, and embrace your mother for me.” 


(Here 
young Louis was ordered to be taken out of the room. ) 


Louis—« Is the Mayor a tall, ſhort, luſty, young, or old 


man? 


Commiſſary—© 1 am but imperfectly acquainted with him, 
but I believe he is a mifHling-ſized and aged inan, made in pro- 


portion, find lean.” *'- 


Louis having walked about for a quarter of an hour, ſat 
down in his elbow-chair, and aſked me what the Mayor had 
to tell him. I told him I did not know, but he would ſoon 
inform him. He roſe, and again walked about much agitated; 
nay; fo diſtracted - ſo loſt in thought was he, that I approach- 


ſpring round. 


ed him quite cloſe from behind, at laſt he made a ſudden 


King—(with timid ſurpriſe) c What do you want Sir?” 
E a Commfſary--- 


| 
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Commiſſary—< I Sir! I want nothing ; 1 only thought 
you wh iſpoſed, and came to fee if you ſtood in need of 
any thin ſy 

"Fins Ea No, Sir, 1 don't I” 

The King fat down again, and the Mayor came and ſpoke 
to him with animation and dignity. The decree that Louis 
Capet be conducted to the bar of the Convention, was read 
to him. | 

King—(hearing the words of Louis Capet)— My name 
is not Capet, though my anceſtors long bore it.—You have 
deprived me of my ſon an hour too ſoon.” 

The King went down ſtairs by requeſt of the Mayor, and 
at the bottom of the anti-chamber his uneaſineſs ſeemed to 


increaſe at the ſight of the horſes.and armed men. Having ar- 


rived in the Court-Yard, he caſt his eyes on the Tower which 

he had left, and I perceived his eyes wet with tear s. 
We afterwards went to the Ladies, who ſeemed to be i in the 

moſt ſhocking ſtate of terror and alarm; I told Maria Ax- 


TOINETTE that the Mayor had been with her huſband. — 
Young Louis had told her it before. 


Queen We know it, but where is he now?“ 
Coymmiſſary—< At the Bar of the Convention. Be not un- 


eaſy; a competent armed force have him under their .protec- 
tion.” 


Madame Elizabeth“ We are not uneaſy, but afflicted! 


and had you rold us ſo ſooner, you would have afforded us 
great conſolation.” _ 


The King went to the Convention in the carriage 
of Chambon the Mayor, the people on his paſſage 
thither kept the moſt awful filence, except one gre- 
nadier, who called out to the guillotine! for WY 
— the wretch was immediately difarmed and 
taken into cuſtody, from which he was releaſed ſome 
time after, owing to a petition preſented in his be- 
half by the Jacobins. The King was forced to wait 
ſeveral hours before he was admitted to the Conven- 
tion, of which he complained by uttering. the fol- 
| Towing words: © 7t is now very near three hours. that 
1 am Rept in wailing here—and 15 I am deprived of 
N the 
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the company of my fon, which would however have been 
a ſweet comfort to me. 

I ſhall now ſtate the proceeding of the Conven- 
tion before the King was permitted to be at the bar, 
Barrere was the member who occupied the chair as 
Preſident. 

In the beginning of this ſitting, which will ever 
be memorable in the annals of hiſtory, Barbaroux 
preſented the declaratory act of the crimes of Lou- 
Is XVI.—On the motion of ſeveral members, 
various additions were made to the black catalogue 
of accuſation, which, with the att, was paſſed into 
a decree, The members and tribunes were ordered 
to keep profound filence, and to expreſs their fenu- 
ments neither by ,murmurs nor applauſe. It was 
next decreed, that Louis XVI. ſhould be immedi- 
ately ſummoned to the Convention, and to wait for 
orders to be put to the bar. It was next decreed that 
the ſeries of queſtions to be aſked of Louis, and 
which were preſented by Valaze, in the name of the 
United- Committees, ſhould be ſuppreſſed, and that 
the whole act of accuſation ſhould be read to Louis 
XVI. article by article: and that at the end of cach 
charge, he ſhould be aſked Mat have you to anſwer ? 
It was likewiſe decreed, on the motion of Fermont, 
that a chair ſhould be put within the bar, and Louis 
permitted to fit down. The Convention were about 
entering on ſome other diſcuſſions; when Barrere, 
the Preſident, roſe and addreſſed the Convention. 

Preſident. = inform the SEO, that Louis is 
at the gate of the Feuillans. | 
_ Repreſentatives, 

* You are on the point of exerciſing the right of 
national juſtice ; you made yourſelves anſwerable to 
all the citizens, for the wiſe and firm conduct which 
you are to purſue on this momentous occaſion. - 
E 3 « Kurope 
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« Europe obſerves you; hiſtory records your 
thoughts and actions; incorruptible poſterity will 
judge you with inflexible ſeverity. Let your atti- 
tudes correſpond with the new functions you are 
about to perform; impaſſibility and filence become 
Judges; the dignity of your ſitting ought to be re- 
ſponſible to the majeſty of the French Nation; ſhe 
is ready by your organ to give a great leſſon to Kings, 
and to ſet an uſeful example. for the : emancipation of 
nations. - r 

c Citizens in the Tribunes, | 
« You are aſſociated with the glory and freedom 
of the nation you make a part of. You know that 
juſtice preſides only in quiet deliberations. The 
National Convention repoſes entirely in your devo- 
tion to your country, and in your reſpett towards 
the repreſentation of the people. The citizens of | 
Paris will not forego this freſh opportunity of evinc- 
ing the patriotiſm and the public ſpirit with which 
they are animated. Let them only remember the 
awful filence which followed Louis, when he was 
brought back from Varennes—a precurſory ſilence 
of the judgment of Kings by nations. 
Half paſt Tuo o'clock. 

General Santerre Commander in Chief of the 
Pariſian Forces. —“ I have the honour to inform 
you that I haye put your decree in execution.— 
Louis Carer waits your orders.” 

(Louis entered the bar, dreſſed in a yellow great 
coat, with firm countenance, attended by the Mayor, two 
Municipal Officers, and General; Santerre and Witen- 
kof. The guards remained without the hall, and the 
moſt cwful ſilence reigned throughout the Convention.) 

Prifedent, —< Louis, the F rench Nation accuſes 
you. The National Conyention - have decreed, on 
the 3d 7 December, that you ſhould be Judged by 

them; 
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chem; they have decrecd on the 6th of December, 
that you ſhall be arraigned at their bar. We are 
ready to read to you the declaratory act, of the 
crimes laid to your charge.—You may ſit down, 
(Louis fat down!) OR ET ne 
[Here Mailhe, the Secretary, read the whole act; 
at every. diſtintt charge, the preſident fummoned 
Louis XVI. to anſwer each ſeparate article.) 
Preſident.— Lovis, the French Nation accuſes 
you of having committed a multitude of crimes to 
eſtabliſh your tyranny, in deſtroying ker freedom. 
You have, on the 20th of June, 1789, attempted 
the ſovereignty of the people, by ſuſpending the 
aſſemblies of their repreſentatives, and driving them 
with violence from the places of their fittings. This 
is proved in the Proces Verbal ſet up at the Tennis- 
Court of Verſailles by the members of the Conſtitu- 
ent Aﬀembly. On the 23d of June you wanted to 
diftate laws to the nation—you ſurrounded their 
repreſentatives with troops—you preſented to them 
two royal declarations, ſubverſive of all liberty, 
and ordered them to ſeparate. Your own declara- 
tions, and che minutes of the Aſſembly prove theſe 
attempts—What have you to anſwer ?” 3 
Lovis.“ No laws were them exiſting to prevent 
me from it.? | a 
Preſident.—“ You ordered an army to march 
againſt the citizens of Paris. Your ſatellites have 
ſpilt the blood of ſeveral of them, and you vould 
not remove this army till the taking of the Baſtille, 
and a general inſurrettion announced to you that 
the people were vittorious. The ſpeeches you made 
on the gth, 12th, and 14th of July, to the divers 
deputations of the Conſtituent Allembly, ſhew what 
were your intentions; and the maſflacres of the 
| wh” 2 Thuilleries 
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Thuilleries riſe in evidence againſt you. Mat have 
you to anſwer ? Gf 1 690 : | 
. Lovis.“ I vas maſter at that time to order the 
* troops to march; but I never had an intention of 
r 1 
Preſiden.—“ After theſe events, and in ſpite of 
the promiſes which you made on the 15th, in the 
Conſtituent Aſſembly, and on the 17th in the Town- 
houſe of Paris, you have perſiſted in yaul e 
again rational en you have long eluded the 
execution of the 'decrees of the 11th. of Auguſt, 
reſpecting the abolition of perſonal ſervitude, the 
feudal government and tithes, You have long re- 
_ fuſed acknowledging. the rights of man: you have 
doubled the number of the life-guards, and called 
the regiment of Flanders to. Verſailles: you have 
permitted, in orgies held before your eyes, the na- 
tional cockade to be trampled under foot, the white 
cockade to be hoiſted, and the nation to be blaſ- 
phemed. At laſt, you have rendered neceſſary a 
freſh inſurrection; occaſioned the death of ſeveral 
citizens, and not changed your language till after 
your guards bad been defeated, when you renewed 
your perfidious promiſes. The proofs of theſe facts 
are in, your obſervations of the 18th of September, 
in the decrees of the 11th of Auguſt, in the mi- 
nutes of the Conſtituent Aﬀembly, in the events 
of Verſailles, of the 5th and 6th of October, and in 
4 the converſation you had on the ſame day, with 
a deputation of the Conſtituent Aſſembly, when you 


— 


„ told them, You would enlighten yourſelf with their 
i councils, and never recede from them. hat have you, 
4 to anſwer ?. þ © SN 

* 4 _ Lovis—« J have made the obſervations which 
i 1 thought juſt, on the two firſt heads. As to 
A | tho 
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the cockade, it is falſe : it did not happen before 
me.“ | 
Prefident—® You have taken an oath, at the Fede- 
ration of the 14th of July, which Fo did not keep. 
You ſoon tried to corrupt the public opinion, with 
the aſſiſtance of Talon, who ated in Paris, and Mira- 
beau, who was to have excited counter-reyolutionary 
movements in the provinces.—What have you to an- 
ſwer g“ | 3 
Lovis—*® I do not recolle& what happened at 
that time, but the whole is anterior to my accept- 
ance of the Conſtitution.” oy 
Preſident “ You have Javiſhed millions of mo- 
ney to effe& this corruption, and you would even 
uſe popularity as a means of enſlaving the people. 
Theſe facts are the reſult of a memorial of Talon, 
which you have made your marginal comments on 
in your own hand writing, and of a letter which 
Laporte-wrote to you,on the 19th of April, in which, 
recapitulating a converſation he had with Rivarol, 
he told you, that the millions which you had been 
prevailed upon to throw away, had been produttive 
of Ig For a long time you had meditated on 
a plan of eſcape. A memorial was delivered to 
you on the 28th of February, which pointed out 
the means for you to effect it; you approve of it 
by marginal notes.—What have you to anſwer 2” 
 Lovis.—< I felt no greater pleaſure, than that 
of relieving the needy This proves no deſign.” 
Preſident, —« On the 28th a great number of the 
nobles and military came into your apartments in 
the caſtle of the Thuzlleries, to favour that eſcape ;z 
you wanted to quit Paris on the 10th of April to ga 
to St. Cloud. —What have you to anſwer ?“ | 
Louis. —* This accuſation tx abfurd,”* 


Preſident. 
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Preſident. But the reſiſtance of the citizens made 
you ſenſible that diſtruſt was great; you endea- 
voured to diſcard it by communicating to the Con- 


ſtituent Aﬀembly a letter which you addreſſed to 


the agents of the nation near foreign powers, ta 
announce to them, that you had freely accepted the 
Conſtitutional Articles, which had been. preſented 


. to you; and notwithſtanding on the 21ſt you t ook 


{light with a falfe paſſport; you left behind a pro- 
teſt againſt theſe ſelf-fame conſtitutional articles. 
You ordered the miniſters to ſign none of the acts 
ifſued by the National Aſſembly; and you forbid 
the miniſter of juſtice to deliver up the feals of 
ſtate. The puhlic money was laviſhed to inſure 
the ſucceſs of this treachery, and the public force 
was to protect it, under the orders of Bouille, who 
{ſhortly before had been charged with the maſſacre 
of Nancy, and to whom you wrote on this head, 
To take care of his popularity, thecauſe it would be of 


fervice to you. Thele facts are proved by the memo- 


rial of the 23d of February, with marginal com- 
ments in your own hand-writing : by your decla- 
ration of the 20th of June, wholly in your own 
hand-writing : by your letter of the 4th of Septem- 
ber, 1790, to Bouille; and by a note of the latter, 
in which he gives you an account of the uſe he 
made of 993,000 livres, given by you, and em- 
ployed partly in the trepanning of the troops who 
were to eſcort you. Mat have you to anſwer ?”” 
Lovis—* I have no knowledge whatever of the 
memorial of the 23d of February. As to what 
relates to my journey to Varennes, I appeal to what 
I ſaid to the Commiſſaries of the Conſtituent Aﬀem. 
bly, at that period.“ 
Preſident, 
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Preſident.—“ After your detention at Varennes, 
the exerciſe of the executive power was, for a mo- 
ment, ſuſpended in your hands, and you again 
formed a conſpiracy. On the 17th of July, the 
blood of citizens was ſhed in the Champ de Mars. 
A letter, in your own hand-writing, written in 1790, 
to La Fayette, proves that a criminal coalition ſub- 
ſiſts between you and La Fayette, to which Mirabeau 
acceded to. The reviſion began under theſe cruel 
auſpices ; all kinds of corruptions were made uſe, 
of. You have paid for libels, pamphlets, and newl- 
papers, deſigned to corrupt the public opinion, to 
diſcredit the aſſignats, and to ſupport the cauſe of 
the Emigrants. The regiſters of Septeuil ſhow what 
immenſe ſums have been made ule of, in the free- 
dom-ſtabbing manceuvres.—What have you to an- 
wer?“ N 

Louis“ What happened on the 17th of July 
has nothing at all to do with me, I do know no- 
thing of it. 4, | 
Preſident. —* You ſeemed to accept the Conſti- 
tution on the 14th of September; your ſpeeches 
announced a will of ſupporting it, and you was buſy 
in overturning it, even before it was compleated.”” 

„ A convention was entered into at Pilnitz on 
the 24th of July, between Leopold of Auſtria, and 
Frederic-Milliam of Brandenburgh, who pledged 
themſelves to re-erett in France the throne of ab- 
ſolute monarchy, and you was ſilent upon this con- 
vention till the moment when it was known by all 
Europe.—What have you to anſwer ? 

__ Lovis—*® I made it known as ſoon as it came 
to my knowledge; beſides, every thing that refers 
to this ſubject concerns the miniſter.” | 
Hreſident— Arles had hoiſted the ſtandard of 
rebellion ; you favoured it by ſending three civil 

com- 
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commiſſaries, who made it their buſineſs, not to 
repreſs the counter-revolutioniſts, but to juſtify 
their proceedings. Mat have you to anſwer ? 
Lovis—® The inſtructions which were given to 
the commiſſaries muſt prove what was their miſſion; 


and I knew none of them, when the miniſters pro- 


poſed them to me.” 

Preſident — Avignon, and the county of Venaiſſi mn, 
had been united. with France ; you cauſed the de- 
cree to be executed; but a month after that time 


civil war deſolated that country. The commiſſaries 


you ſent thither helped to ravage it Mat have you 
to anſwer ? 

Lovis“ I do not remember what delay has 
been cauſed in the execution of the decree ; be- 
ſides, this occurrence has no perſonal reference to 
me—it only concerns them that have been ſent, but 


not thoſe who ſent them.” 


Prefident—< Nimes, Montauban, Mende, Fales, felt 
ö ſhocks during the firſt days of freedom. You 
id nothing to ſtifle thoſe, germins of counter-revo- 
lution, till the moment' when Saillant's conſpiracy 


became manifeſtly notorious, —What have you to an- 


fwer Y 


Lovis,—* I have given, in this reſp ect, all the 
orders which were propoſed to me by the mini- 
ſters.“ 

Preſident —© You ſent 22 batialions againft the 
Marſeillozs, who marched to reduce the counter- 
revolutioniſts of Arles Mat have you to anſwer ? 

Louis“ I ought to have the pieces referring to 
this matter, to give a juſt anſwer.” 

Preſident—* You gave the ſouthern command to 
Mitgenſtein, who wrote to you on the 21ſt of April, 
1792, after he had been recalled: “A few inſtants 
more, and I ſhall call around the throne of your 

Majeſty, 
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Majeſty, thouſands of French, who are again be- 
come worthy of the wiſhes you form for their 
happineſs—Vhat have you to anſwer ?“ | 

Lovis—* This letter is dated ſince his recall; 
he has not been employed fince. I do not recol- 
lect this letter.” | | 

Prefident—* You have paid your late life guards 
at Coblentz x the regiſters of Septeuil atteſt this, and 
gems orders ſigned by you prove, that you have 

ent conſiderable: remittances. to Bouille, Rochefort, 
Vaugyon, Chorſeul---Beaupre, Hamalton, and the wife 
of Pol:gnac—What have you to anſwer ? 

Lovis—* When I firſt learnt that my life-guards 
aſſembled beyond the Rhine, I ſtopped their pay; as 
to the reſt, I do not remember.“ 

Preſident—< Your brothers, enemies to the ſtate, 
made the emigrants rally under their banners: they 
raiſed regiments, took up loans, and concluded al- 
liances in your name: you did not diſclaim them, 
but at the moment when you was fully certain that 
you could no longer croſs their projects, your in- 
telligence with them by a note, written by Louis 
Stanzſlaus Xavier, ſigned by your two brothers, was 
conceived in theſe words: it 


I wrote to you, but it was by poſt, and I could ſay no- 
thing. We are two here, who make but one; one in ſenti- 
ments, one. in principles, one in zeal of ſerving you. We 
keep ſilence; becauſe, were we to break it too ſoon, it would 
compromiſe you: but we ſhall ſpeak as ſoon as we ſhall be 
certain of general ſupport, and that moment is near. If we 
are ſpoke to on the part of thoſe people, we ſhall hear no- 
thing; but if on your part, we will liſten ; we ſhall purſue 
our road ſtraight ; it is therefore deſired that you ſhall make 
aus ſay ſomething ; do not ſtand on ceremonies. Be eaſy 

about your ſafety ; we only exiſt to ſerve you; we are eagerly 
occupied with this point, and all goes on well; even our ene- 
. 20s 2 5 a mies 
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C0] 
- mies feel themſelves too much intereſted in your preſervation 
to commit an uſeleſs crime which wonld terminate in theit 
own deſtruction. Adieu. 4+. 


| L. S. Xavier & CHARLES Pil Ir E.“ 
*« What have you lo anſwer ?” | 


Lovis—* I difowntd all the proceedings of my 
brothers, according as the Conſtitution preſcribed 
me to do, and from the moment they came to my 
knowledge. This note I do know nothing of.” 
Preſident—® The ſoldiers of the line, who were to 

be put on the war. eſtabliſhment, conſiſted but of 
100,000 men at the end of December, you there- 
fore negletted to provide for the ſafety of the ſtate - 
from abroad. Narbonne (your money) required a 
levy of 50,000 men, but he ſtopped the recruiting 
at 26,000, in giving aſſurances that all was ready; 
yet there was no truth in theſe aſſurances. Servan 
propoſed after him to form a camp of 20,000 men 
near Paris; it was decreed by the Legiſſative Aſſem- 
bly ; you refuſed your ſanction.— Vat have you to 
anſwer ? | 5 wh 
Louis I had given to the miniſters all the or- 
ders for expediting the augmentation of the army : 
In the month of December laſt, the returns were 
laid before the Aﬀembly. If they deceived them- 
ſelves, it is not my fault.” | | 
Preſident * A flight of patriotiſm made the citi- 
Zens repair to Paris from all quarters, You iſſued 
a proclamation, tending to ſtop their march ; at the 
ſame time our armies. were without ſoldiers. Du= * 
mourier, the ſucceſſor of Servan, declared, that the 
nation had neither arms, ammunition, nor provi- 
ſions, and that the poſts were left defenceleſs. You 
waited to be urged by a requeſt made to the mini- 
ſter Lajard, whom the Legiſlative Aſſembly wiſhed _ 
to point out the means of providing for the exter- 
nal 
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hat ſafety of the ſtate, by propoing the levy of 42 

battalions.” 

_« You have given commiſſion to the command- 
ers of the troops to diſband the army, to force whole 
tegiments to deſert, and to make them paſs the 
Rhine to put them at the diſpoſal of your brothers, 
and of Leopold of Auſtria, with whom you had in- 
telligence. This fact is proved by the letter of 
Toulougeon, governor of Franche Comte Hat have 
you to anſwer ? 

"Lovis—* I know nothing of this; there is not 
a word true in this charge.” 

Prefident—© You have charged your diplomati- 
cal agents to favour this coalition of foreign powers 
and your brothers, againſt France, and eſpecially 
to cement the. peace between Turkey and Auſtria, 
and to procure thereby a targer number of- troops 

againſt France to the latter. A letter of Choiſeul- 
Gouffer, Ambaſſador at Conſtantinople, verifies the 
fatt—What have you to anſwer ? 

LOUIS. M. Choiſeul did not ſpeak the truth : 

No ſuch thing has ever been.” 

Preſident---< The Pruſſians advanced againſt our 
frontiers ; your miniſter was ſummoned on the 8th 
of July to give an account of the ſtate of our poli- 
tical relations with Pruſſia; you anſwered, on the 
10th, that 50,000 Pruſſians were marching againft 
us, and that you gave formal notice to the Legiſla- 
tive body, of the formal acts of the pending hoſti- 
lities, by virtue of the Conſtitution.---What have 

you to anſwer ?“ 
| Lovis---* It was only at that period I had 

, knowledge of it: all the ee palled with 
the miniſters.“ 

Preſident.—“ You entruſted Dabancourt, the ne- 
phew of e with the department of war; and 

ſuch 
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ſuch has been the ſucceſs of your conſpiracy, that 
the poſts of Longuy and Verdun were ſurrendered to 
the enemies at the moment of their appearance 
What have you to anſwer? l 
Louis“ I did not know that Dabancourt was 
M. Calonne's nephew; I have not diveſted the poſts. 
I would not have permitted myſelf ſuch a thing; 1 
know nothing of it, if it has been ſo.“ 
Preſident— Vou have deſtroyed our navy—a 
vaſt number of officers belonging to that corps had 
emigrated, there ſcarcely remained any to do duty 
in the barbours; mean while Bertrand was granting 
paſſports every day; and when the Laan ods 
repreſented to you his criminal conduct on the 8th 
of March, you anſwered, that you was ſatisfied 
with his ſervices—What have you to anſwer ? 
Lovis I have done all I could to retain the 
Officers. As to M. Bertrand, ſince the Legiſlative 
Aſſembly preſented no complaint againſt him, that 
might have put him in a ſtate of accuſation, I did 
not think proper to turn him out of office.“ 
Preſiden. “ You have favoured the maintenance 
of ablolute government in the colonies; your agents 
fomented troubles and counter-revolutions through= 
out them, which took place at the ſame epoch when 
it was to have been brought about in France, which 
indicates plainly that your hand laid this plot Mat 
have you to anſwer? 

Lovis—* If there are any of my agents in the 
colonies, they have not {poke the truth; I had no- 
thing to do with what you have juſt mentioned.” 

Prefident—+* The interior of the ſtate was con- 
vulſed by fanatics; you ayowed yourſelf their pro- 
teQor, in manifeſting your evident intention of re- 
covering by them your ancient power. —What have 


you to anſwer ? 


- 
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 Lovis—* 1 cannot anſwer to this; I know no- 
thing of ſuch a project! 

Prefident—* The Legiſlative Body had paſſed a 
decree on the 2gth of January, againſt the Edin; 
prieſts, you have ſuſpended its execution. What . - 
have you to anſwer ? 

__, Lovis—*f The conſtitution reſerved to me the 

free ſanction of the decrees.” | 
Pre ſident— The troubles had increaſed; the* 
Miniſter declared that he knew no means in the laws 
extant, to arraign the guilty. The Legiſlative Bod 
enaQed a freſh decree, which you likewiſe fulpended. 
hat have you to ſay to this: ? 

Lovis—(Repled in the fame manner as in the Ver 
ceding charge.) 

Preſideni The e ke conduct of the 

guards whom the conſtitution had granted you, had 
rendered it neceſſary to diſband them. The day 
after, you ſent them a letter, expreſſive of your ſa- 
tisfaction, and continued their pay. This fact is 
proved by the Treaſurer of the Civil Lift. —What 
have you to anſwer ? — 

Lovis—* I did not continue them in pay till * 

| freſh ones could be raiſed, * to the tenor of 
the decree.“ 

Prefident—*® You kept near your perſon the Swiſs 
Guards: the Conſtitution forbade you this, and the 
; Legiſlative Aſſembly had expreſsly ordained their 
departure.---What have you to anſwer ® * 

Lov1s---< I have executed all the decrees that 
have been enacted in this reſpeQ.” 

Preſident. --< You have had private companies at 
Paris, charged to operate movements uſeful to your 
projects of a counter-revolution., Dangremont and 
Gulles were two of your agents, who. had ſalaries 
from the Civil Liſt.— The receipts of Gilles, who 

F was 
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was ordered to raiſe a company of 60 men, ſhall be 
preſented to you.---What have you to anſwer | ? : 

Lovis---* I have no knowledge whatever of 
the projets laid to their charge; the idea of a coun- 
ter- revolution never entered into my head. 

Pre ſident.— Vou wanted to ſuborn, with conſide- 
rable Turns, ſeveral members of the Legiſlative and 

Conſtituent Aſſemblies. Letters from St. Leon and 

others, evince the reality of theſe deeds.---What 
have you to anſwer 7? 

Louis Several perſons preſented themſelves 
with ſimilar decrees, hut I have waved them.“ 

Prefudent--=< Who are they that preſented you 
thoſe projects?“ 


Louis“ The plans were fo vague that 1 do 
not recollett them now.“ 


Preſident.—0 Who are thoſe to whom you * 
money ?”? 

Lovis—® To nobody. = 

Preſiden. . You'have ſuffered the French name 
to be reviled in Germany, Italy, and Spain; ſince you 
have done nothin emand ſatisfattion of the bad 
treatment which * French have ſuffered in thoſe 
countries. —What have you to anſwer ? 

Louis“ The diplomatic correſpondence will 


prove the contrary ; beſides, this was a concern of 
the Miniſter's.” 


th of Auguſt, You' had reviewed the Swiſs on the 


I . riet in > the midſt of them with my fam 
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Preſident “ Why did you draw troops to the 
eaſtle? | n 

Lov 1s---<* All the "conſtituted authorities ſaw 
that the caſtle was threatened, and as I was a con- 
ſtituted authority, I had a right to defend myſelf.” 
 Prefident-.* Why did you ſummon the mayor 
of. Paris, in the night between the gth and 10th of 
Auguſt, to the caſtle?” gh 

Lois“ On account of the reports that were 

circulated,” - / 8 
PVereſident e You have cauſed the blood of the 
French to be ſhed,” | 

 Lovis--- No, Sir, not I.” 

Preſident “ You have authorized Septeur to 
earry on a conſiderable trade in corn, ſugar and 
coffee, at Hamburg. This fact is proved by a let- 
ter of Septeuil. 

Lovis—*® I know nothing about What you ſay.“ 

Preſident— Why have you laid a veto on the 
the decree which ordained the formation of a 
camp of 20,000 men.“ | 
Louis The Conſtitution left to me the free 
ſandtion of the decrees; and even from that pe- 
riod, I had demanded the aſſemblage of a camp 
at Sorſſons.”” 4 
Prefident—( addreſſing the Convention) © The quel- 
tions are done with---(to Louis) Louis, is there 
aught that you wilh to add?” WR: 

Louis“ I requeſt a communication of the 
charges which I have heard, and of the pieces re- 
lating thereto, and the liberty of chooſing council 
for my defence.” B 1 
. Valaze, who ſat near the bar, preſented and read 
to Lovis Carer, the pieces, viz. The memoir of 
| Laporte and Mirabeau, and ſome others, containing 
plans of a counter-revolution, 2 

Fa Louis 
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Lovts—- diſown them.“ | 

Yalaze---< Letter of Louis Cr Er, FR June 
29, 1790, ſettling his connections with Mirabeau 
and La Fayette, to effect a rolutzen in the con- 
ſtitution.”” 

' Lovis---< I reſerve to myſelf to anſwer the con- 

' tents. [Yalaze read the letter.] It is only a plan, in 
which there is no queſtion about a counter-revo- 
lution ; the letter was not to have been ſent.” 

Valaxe— Letter of Louis Carer, of the 22d 

of April, relative to conyerſations about the.Jaco- 
bins, about the Preſident of the Committee of Fi- 
nances, and the Committee of Domains; it is dated 
by the hands of Louis Cær Er.“ 

Louis“ I diſown it.“ 

Vualaze— Letter of Laporte, of Thurſday m morn- 
ing, March g, marked in the margin, in the hand- 
writing of Louis Carer, with March 3, 1791, im- 
plying a pretended: e G Mirabeau and 
the Jacobins.”? „ 

Lovis—* I diſown it.” 

Valaze---<, Letter of Laporte without date, in his 
hand-writing, but marked in- the margin by the 
hand of Louis CE, containing particulars re- 
ſpeSling the laſt moments of Mirabeau, and expreſſ- 

the care that had been taken to conceal from 
os knowledge of men, ſome papers of great con- 
cern, which had been depoſited with Mirabeau. ; 

Louis. I diſown it as much as the rel 
Valaze—“ Plan of a conſtitution, or reviſion of 
the conſtitution, ſigned L Fayette, addreſſed to 
Lovis Car Er, April 6, 1790, marked in the mar- 
gin with a line in his own hand- writing.“ 
Louis“ Theſe gs have been blotted out 
by the conſtitution.” | 


Valaze 
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Valaze “ Do you know this writing?“ 
| Lovis—<1I do not.” 2h 
Valze * Your marginal comments?“ 
EU —T1 7: 7 
Valaze—® Letter of Laporte of the 19th of A- 
pril, marked in the margin by Louis Carer, April 
19, 1791, mentioning a converſation with Rivarol.“ 
Lovis—© T difown it“ 1 
Valaze—® Letter of Laporte, marked April 16, 
1791, in which it ſeems complaints are made of Mi- 
rabeau, the Abbe Perigord, Andre, and Beaumetz, 
who do not ſeem to acknowledge ſacrifices made 
for their ſake.” 
Louis —*® I diſown it likewiſe.” 
Valaze—< Letter of Laporte of the 23d of Feb- 
ruary, 1791, marked and dated in the hand-writing 
of Louis CaytT; a Memorial annexed to it, re- 
ſpecting the means of his gaining popularitity.“ 
Louis“ I know neither of theſe pieces.” 
Valaze “ Several pieces without ſignature, found 
in the caſtle of the Thuilleries, in the gap which 
was ſhut in the walls of the Palace, relating to the 
expences to gain that popularity.” | 
Preſident.—“ Previous to an examination on 
this ſubject, I wiſh to aſk a preliminary queſtion. 
Have you cauſed a preſs with an iron door to be 
conſtrued in the caſtle of the Thuilleries, and had 
you your papers locked up in that preſs.” hs 
LouIs—“ I have no knowledge of it what. 
ever.“ . ps . 
Vualaze—“ Here is a day-book written by Lovuts 
Carer himſelf, containing the penſions he has gran- 
ted out of his coffer from 1776 till 1792, in which 
are obſerved ſome Douceurs granted to Aclogue.“ 


Lovis 
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Lovis—*© This I own, but it conſiſts of chari- 
table donations which I have made.” | | 
Valaze— Different liſts of ſums paid to the 
Scotch Companies of Noazlles, Gramont, Montmoren- 
cy, and Luxemburgh, on the gth of July, 1791.” 
Louis“ This is prior to the epoch when I for- 
bade them to be paid.” _ 
Preſiden. Louis, where had you depoſited 
thoſe pieces, which you own ?” “ | 
 Lovis—*© With my Treaſurer,” _ . 
PValaze—“ Do you know theſe penſion Liſts of 
the Life Guards, the 100 Swiſs, and the King's 
Guards for 1792 ?” * 
Lovis—* I do not.” - - 3 
Valaze—*® Several pieces relative to the conju- 
ration of the Camp of Jales, the originals of which 
are depoſited among the records of the Department 
of L' Ardechet”** -- i. 
Lovis—*®: I have not the ſmalleſt knowledge of 
F 
Valaze “ Letter of Bouille, dated Mentz, bearing 
an account of 993,000 Livres received of Louis 
CARET.”” 75 ; 
Lovis—*® I diſown it.“ CR Le 
Valaze—* An order for payment of 16,8000 Li- 
vres, ſigned Louis, endorſed Le Bonneirs, with a 
letter and billet of the ſame ? 
Lovis-—*< I diſown it,” | 
Valaze---* Two pieces relative to a preſent made 
to the wife of Polignac, and to Lavauguyon, and 
Chorfeul ?”? aa "> HWY 8 
Lovis—© I difown them as much as the 
others.“ | 
Valaze—* Here is a note ſigned by the two bro- 
thers of the late King,. mentioned in the decla- 
tory act.“ 


- 


Louis 


C 


IL. ouIs—“ I know nothing about it.“ 

Valaze “ Here are pieces relating to the affair 
of Choiſeul Gouſſier, at Conſtantinople. 

Louis“ I have no knowledge of them.“ 

Valaze—* Here is a letter of the late King to the 
Biſhop of Clermont, with the anſwer of the latter, of 
the 16th April, 1791. 

. Lovis—© 1 diſown it.” 

Preſideni. 4 Do you not acknowledge your writ- 
ing and your ſignet?“ 

Lovis do not.” 

Preſident.— The ſeal bears the arms of France FE 

Louis“ Several perſons made uſe of that ſeal.” 

Valaze---*« Do you acknowledge this liſt of ſums 
* to Gilles??? 

Lovis- = I do not.?“ 
 Valaze---*« Here is a memory for indemnifying 

the civil liſt for the military penſions ; a letter of 
. St. Leon, which relates to it, 
001s— * I know none of theſe pieces.“ 

Preſident— I invite you to withdraw to the Hall 
of Conferences. The Aſſembly muſt deliberate.“ 

Louis“ I demand Counſel.“ 

Here the King withdrew, and was re-condutted 
to the Temple in the ſame manner as he came, and 
arrived there at half after fix o'clock in the evening. 

After his arrival, the Council General had 
taken ſgyeral very cruel reſolutions with regard to 
himſelf and his family, and the ſame Commiſſary 
whoſe name is Ablatier made his report to the Coun- 
cil of the following occurrences, which took place 
after his Majeſty's return. 

When Louis bad returned, and I was leſt alone 
with him, he ſaid to me— 

A ing—« Do you think, Sir, they can refuſe me Coun- 


; Commiſſary— If the Convention grant you one, you will 
laye one; but I cannot pre-judge things.“ 


0 0: 08-1 

Louis I am going to conſult the Conſtitution (Louis 
went and ſearched the Bopk.) Yes, The Law grants me 
Councel.. But d jou think, Sir, I may have intercourſe 
with my family? 

Commiſſary—“ Sir, chis I cannot tell neither, but I will 
conſult the Counci].” 

Louis Pray order me my dininer, for I am hungry, 1 
have been faſting almoſt ever ſince morning.” 

Commiſſary—® I will firſt go to gratify the wiſh of your 
heart, by conſulting the Council ; tho I will order dinner.” 
I returned a moment after..—< Sir, I have to inform you, 
that you are to have no intercourſe with your family.? 


Louis But is not that very hard? What! not with * 
ſon! a bo „only ſeven years old?” 


Commuſſory—© Such are the orders of the Council.” 
Supper was then ſerved up, Louis eat ſix chops, ſome eggs, 


a large piece of fowl, drank one glaſs of Alicant wine, and 
went to bed immediately after. 


We then went to the Ladies. 


Queen — “ Cannot my huſband ſee his family! * 
Cmmiſſary— No Madam.” 


Queen —“ Leave him his ſon at leaſt? 

Commiſſary—« Madam, in the ſituation you are in, it is he 
that is ſuppoſed to have the greateſt courage, that ought to 
bear this privation: befides the child at his age, wants more 
his mother to take care of him than his father. 

The Ladies ſeemed very eager to know the name 
of the Preſident of the Aſſembly, but the 8 
ries gave evaſive anſwers. 

The Council of the Commons farther decreed, 
that the Counſel of the Kix e ſhould be ſearched from 
head to foot, in the moſt ſecret parts, and to have- 
their cloaths changed after they have been admitted. 


When Lov1s had left the Convention a violent 
debate enſued with regard to allowing him Counſel, 
Petion roſe and ſaid :=* I move to be heard in a 
call to order. I am ſurpriſed that ſo fimple a queſ- 
tion ſhould excite ſo much acrimony and diviſion. 
What is the matter? A King demands Counſel 


1fay + 
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J ſay no one can refuſe him, unleſs he wiſhes to at- 
tack at once all the principles of humanity.  ' This 
queſtion is fimple. I move the queſtion, the ſimple 
queſtion; if Louis can take Counſel? I ſee no dif- 
ficulty. to oppole it, „ : 
Thuriot, in the moſt ſanguinary language, inſiſted 
that Louis ſhould aſcend the ſcaffold. —All the Mem- 
bers ſeemed here to riſe againſt the Honourable 
Member. They maintained, that no Frenchman 
ought ever to utter fuch language. He was re- 
proached, that according to his bloody advice, the 
Convention would expoſe themſelves to paſs for a horde 
of ruſſians and aſſaſſins, and would forget the execrable 
judg ment of CHARLES. I. 
Here Thuriot dropped the ardour of his ſubjeA, 
and appealed only to the general wiſh of the people. 
After ſome ſlight debates, all leading principally in 
the King's favour, the following decree was paſſed: 
% Four Members of the Convention ſhall go to 
the Temple and aſk the King, who were 'the citi- 
zens he would entruſt with his cauſe.” | 
The Commiſſaries ſent to the Temple, returned 
with an account of their miſſion. Louis demanded 
Tronchent, or Target, to be his Counſel: he deſired 
both the Citizens, ſince the decree did not fix 
the number. 3 
The Common of Paris had previouſly refuſed the 
King the uſe of pen, ink and paper the Convention 
therefore decreed: iſt a confirmation of the choice 
which Louis made of Tronchent and Target to be 
be his Counſel; 2d, That the late King ſhould be 
allowed pens, ink and paper, which the Council of 
the Common had refuſed him; gd. That the Miniſter | 
of Juſtice ſhould immediately ſend to Target and 
Tronchent, the reſolution that Louis Carer be at 
liberty to chooſe one or more Counſel. 


This 
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This order was ſtrictly obeyed and in the fitting. 
of the 13th, Maille, one of the Secretaries, read 
the following letter from M. Target, whom the King 
had choſen as one of his Counſel: 


« CITIZEN PRESIDENT, Paris, Dec. 12. 
Since the decree of this morning, I find myſelf much 

embarraſſed, in having an opinion upon the charges laid 
againſt Louis XVI. I muſt at leaſt abſtain from publiſhing 
it. This duty I ſhall do. Almoſt fixty years old, dreadfully 
afflicted with a nervous complaint, pains in the head, and op- 
preſſions of the lungs, which have laſted for theſe fifteen 
years, and made me quit the bar ſince 1785, and which exceſ- 
ſive labour and application have rendered inveterate to an in- 
conceivable degree, I have hardly ſtrength enough. left to fill 
the quiet function of a Judge during fix hours every day; and 
I wait with longing impatience for the moment which ſhall 
rid me from that charge by the new elections. It is enough 
for me to announce to vou, that I find it impoſſible to under- 
take the defence of Louis XVI. I have not a ſingle qua- 
lification proper for ſuch a charge: and by my inability, 1 
ſhould at once deceive the truſt of the client. accuſed, and 
public expeCtation, 1 

* This moment I learn, for the firſt time, an appoint- 
ment, which it was impoſſible for me to foreſee, I made it 
therefore a matter of conſcience to wave this commiſſion ; 
a free and Republican Man cannot conſent to take upon 
him a function which he is ſenſible he is quite incapdble of. 
I beg the Convention to have the kindneſs to communicate 
this my letter to Louis immediately, fo that he may be able 
to make another choice. mee. a 

The reading of this Letter was followed by that. 
of two others; the firſt written by La Morcnox 
MALESHERBES: the ſecond by M. Sourpar, of 


Troye. Theſe two Citizens boldly preſented them- 

ſelves to be the defenders of the King: b 
| 3 * Paris, Dec. 11. 

« CITIZEN PRESIDENT, | Ry 

-* 1 do not know whether or not the Convention intends 

to give Counſel to Louis XVI. to defend him; and if they . 
| * 00 IHE 
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will leave him his choice. At this period I would have 
Louis XVI. to be informed, that if he pitches upon me for 
that function, I am prepared to devote myſelt to it. I do not 
wiſh you to communicate my offer to the Convention, for 1 

am very far from thinking myſelf a perſon of ſufficient im- 
portance for them to take notice of; but I have twice been 
called to the Council of him who was my maſter, at a ' time 
when this function was ambitioned by all the world: I owe 
him the ſame fervice, ſince it is a functien which many peo- 
pie believe to be dangerous. If I did know of any boſfible 
means to make my ſentiments known to him, I would cer- 
tainly not take the liberty to appeal to you. 

I think that in the charge you hold, you will have more 

means than any one elſe to impart to him this information. 


. * I am, with reſpeR, 
„ LAMOIGNON MALESHERBES.” 


Another Letter 0 


Paris, Dec. 12, 1792. 
% CITIZEN PRESIDENT, 


Public report ſays, that the National Convention has 
conſented to give LOUIS XVI. Counſel to defend himſelf. 
Previous to my offering him my ſervices for this commiſſion, 
which the conviction of the innocence of Louis XVI. and 
the juſtice of. the National Convention give me a deſire zea- 
louſly to accept, I ſhould be glad to be informed by yourſelf 
how the matter ſtands, and that you give me circumſtantial 
details reſpecting it. I can communicate to you the ideas 
which have induced me to make ſuch an offer. I ſhall in- 
{tantly repair to the interview you may pleaſe to grant me, 
and which the importance of the ſubject emboldens me to re- 
queſt. The ſimplicity of my proceeding, I dare to hope, 
gives me aſſurance of the loyalty which I have to expect of 

ou. | 
: « SOURDAT, 

Citizen of Troye.“ 


| The Convention ſent theſe different Letters to 
Louis Carr, including another written by one 
Guillaume, the day beſore yeſterday; they charged 


the 
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the Commiſſaries not to leave the Temple till the ac- 
cuſed ſhould have choſen his Counſel, and till thoſe 
| whom he ſhould have choſen, ſhould have accepted 
his choice. It was alſo decreed afterwards, that the 
Commiſſion of Twenty-one ſhould cauſe in the courſe 
of twenty-four hours, copies to be made out of the 
pieces which were to be communicated to Louis and 
bis Counſel. + IE ae aka n 
On Friday the 14th of December, the Miniſter of 
E ſent a letter to the Convention, addreſſed to 

im by M. Tronchet, Ex-member of the late Con- 
ſtituent Aſſembly. The following are the outlines 
of that letter: 


« A ſtranger to the Court, I did not expect to be one day 
called from the heart of my ſolitude, to take upon me the de- 
fence of an accuſed King: Were I only to conſult opinion, 
I would anſwer by a refuſal - but nature tells me, that Louis 
is a man—and every man has a right to defend his life, when 
the ſword of the law hovers over his head. I do therefore, 
leave the country, and will immediately repair to PaRis.” 


A Deputation from the Council General of the 
Common of Paris next appeared at the Bar, to com- 
municate to the Convention a reſolution which out- 
rages all reaſon and humanity, and by which it was 
decreed, that the Counſel of Louis ſhould be 
ſearched moſt ſcrupulouſly, on their entering the 
Temple. | | TH ARM 

Convulſions of horror interrupted the reading of 
this reſolution. The articles ſhocked moſt of 
the Members of the Convention, and hiſſes and 
murmurs re-echoed from every part of the hall. 
Bazire himſelf avowed his indignation at theſe 
inhuman proceedings, which he ſaid could not be 
exceeded by the blood-thirſty Tribunal of Inquiſition. 
He called them abominably villainous and oppreſ- 

yt 5 ve; 


11. 
ſive, and loaded the authors of them vith juſt exe- 
eration. 7 
Robeſpierre defended the inhuman meaſures as. if 
they had been digeſted by himſelf. 
Vaualaxe refuted the arguments of Robeſpiere, and 
convinced the Convention of thoſe principles, the 
atrocity of which would even diſgrace cannibals, 
and brand them with eternal infamy. * | 
The Abbe Charles ſeconded Robeſpierre. | 
A Member, with a plaintive voice, ſtifled by 
ſobs, tears, and inexpreſſible grief, prayed of the 
Aſſembly, for humanity's ſake, to refuſe applauſe 
to the Caribees who diſgraced the Legiſlative Body. 
Cambaceres put the aſſembly in mind of a former 
. decree, which enafts, that the counſels of Louis 
XVI. ſhould have a free communication with the 
late King. . 
Ihe Convention perſiſting in this deb which 
humanity exatted, paſſed to the order of the day, 
and thus juſtly diſappointed all other bloody oppo- 


nents. | 


Afterwards M. Thuriot, one of the Commiſſaries 
ſent to the Temple, read the proces- verbal of his 
miſſion: * 3 | 
Preces-verbal of the commiſſaries 4 the Temple, | relating te 
what paſſed between Louis XVI. and them, on the 13th of 
December. 


« We; the commiſſaries of the National Convention, in 
execution of the two Decrees of this day, Dec. 13, 1792, 
in the firſt year of the French Republic, repaired to the 
Temple, were, having been introduced into the Apartment 
of Louis CareT, we have informed him of the two decrees 
aforeſaid, and in execution thereof read to him. 1 in 

I. The letter written yeſterday to the Preſident by Citi- 
zen Target, in which he declares his impoſſibility of anſwer- 
ing the confidence of Louis XVI. | 
2. Thoſe letters addreſſed to the Preſident of the National 


Convention, 


1 


Convention, one without date, ſigned Guſtavus Grain D- 
Orge, late Menſil Durand, Adjutant General of the Army; 
the ſecond of the preſent day, ſigned Sourdat, Citizen of 
Troye; the third of this day, igned Huet De Guepuille, late 
an advocate of the late Parliament of Normandy, all three 
offering to take upon them the defence of Lovis. Louis 
anſwered, that he was impreſſed with a due ſenſe of the offers 
of the underſigned parties, which, however, he muſt decline 
accepting. 9 | | 1 

3. A letter, bearing date of the 11th inſt. ſigned Lamoig- 
non Male ſherbes, likewiſe addreſſed to the Preſident of the 
Convention, in which the ſaid Aaleſherbes expreſſes his deſire 
of taking upon hiuſelf the defence of Louis XVI. if the 
latter ſhould chooſe him for his Counſel. | 

« Lovis aſked: us if Tronchet had accepted his choice? 
We anſwered that he was at Palezean, and that the Miniſter 
of Juſtice had diſpatched to him both the decrees yeſterday, 
which authoriſed him to commune freely with Louis; that, 
we had heard that the parcel had been ſent him to his c 
ſeat, and that we ſhould ſend orders to have his anſwer, and 
5 invite him, in caſe of acceptance, to come immediately to 
Paris. 

« With regard to the offer of Lamoignon Maleſberbes, 
Louis faid he accepted it. We likewiſe informed Louis 
that Guillaume, late advocate of the Council, and Member of 
the Conſtituent Aſſembly, had offered himſelf to defend him, 
but that we were not bearers of his letter. Louts anfwerec 
he was doubtful, but ſhould not accept it, and' that in caſe 
| Tronchet ſhould refuſe, he would conſult with Lamoignon 
about the choice of another perſon. 

£ Having read this, Louis ſigned with us Commiſſaries. 

(Signed) © Louis, CRAMBAC ERES, 
& Thor, SALLICETTL, 


* Duro r DE BiGoRRE. 
In conformity with the offer made of my ſervices, I 
oonſent to be the ſel of Lovis. "I 
(ſigned) « -LAMOIGNON-MALESHERBES.” | 


In the-ſitting of the 15th of December, Meſſrs. 
Tronchet and Lamoignon Malefherbes, ſtated to the 
Convention, in a letter, that they, eould not obtain 
i admittance 
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admittance to the King's apartments in the temple, 
till one o' clock in the afternoon, and that they could 
find none of the pieces on which they were to form 
their operations. 
A woman of the name of Olympa Degouges, of- 
| fered her ſervices'in a letter to yr the King. 
The Convention paſſed to the order of the day, 
ſince Tronchet had accepted the defent᷑e of the King. 
The Commiſhon of Twenty-one alſo brought their 
report, that the copies relating to the charges againſt 
N 1s XVI. would be finiſhed in one hour. 2 
On the motion of Thuriot, the Convention de- | 
.creed : | | 
1. That the copies collated with the written 
documents againſt the King. ſhould be carried to 
the temple by four members of the Commiſſion of 
Twenty-one. 
2. That in caſe the counſel of Lovis ſhould 
wiſh to ſee the original pieces, they ſhould be pre- 
ſented to thèm at the commiſſion, in the preſence 
of four commiſſaries. I 
On the motion of Legendre, it was next decreed: 
«© That Louis fhould be: finally heard, and his 
fate decided, on Wedneſday the 26th day of De- 
-eemiber. . 

Lecointre, of Verſailles, moved, that Louis XVI. 
ſnhould have the faculty of ſeeing his wife and family, 
which was granted ; 

A member obſerved, that the delay granted to 
Louis expired on Chriſtmas-day; and that his wife 

and fiſters were accuſed as his accomplices, ſince they 
ſent diamonds to the younger brother of Louis. 
Another obſervation was made —it was, that the 
children of Louis might be the intermediate inſtru- 
ments of * correſpondence between Lovis and 
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his wife; the Convention therefore modified Uiſear. ; 
laſt decree, by reſolving that | 
Louis ſhould not ſee his wife and alter till * 
ter his laſt interrogatory; and in this caſe, his wife 
and ſiſter ſhould not fee his children till the ſaid 
| period.“ 
In this ſame fitting Buzot, a great enemy to the 
Duke of Orleans, who had changed his title and real 
name for that of Equality, and whoſe unaccountable | 
conduct towards the King, his relative, made him 
ſuſpected of harbouring latent ambitious deſigns, 
moved that all the family of the Bourbons be baniſhed 
from France, except thoſe detained in the temple, 
whoſe fate was reſerved for the gent of the 
National Convention. „Jed 
L.anguinais, one of the partizans of Orleans, who 
bad expended an immenſe income to create ſuch 
a party to protett his.cruel deſigns, finding that the 
Duke would be included in this proſcription, being 
one, though the moſt worthleſs and unnatural of 
the Bourbon family, roſe, and with all the eloquence 
he was maſter of influenced the Convention to make 
an exception in fayour of Philip Equality, who; as 
a repreſentative of the nation, he thought could not 
be dealt with ſo rigorouſly. The Convention ac- 
_  cordingly paſſed a law, bearing that all individuals 
of the family of Lovis Carer, excepting thoſe de- 
tained in the temple, on whoſe fate they ſhall decide, 
and Philippe. Egalite, whole buſineſs ſhall be dil. 
cuſſed in two days after the preſent decree, hall 
quit in three days the department of Paris, and in 
fix days the territory of the republic, as likewiſe 
the countries occupied by the French armies. 
This ſame royal Apoſtate had ſome time beſore 
written a letter to the Convention in which he ſaid he 
Was 
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was aſhamed. of his family, meaning the houſe of 
Bourbon. The hiſtorian can ſay but little about this 
ſingular individual, whoſe' whole life has been ſpent 
in the moſt iniquitous exceſſes, and preſents to the * 
good, a moſt monſtrous labyrinth of crimes—his 
Ichemes are deep laid —and time, it is hoped; will 
foon - unmaſk them from his conduct, in every 
ſtage of the proceedings againſt the unhappy Louis 
and his family, our cotemporaries will be beſt able 
to judge a wretch, who, in point of cruelty and in- 
fernal deſigns, forms a ſtriking parallel wich Rich- 1 
«RD III. of England, though, in ſome points, there 
ſtill is a great contraſt between the former and the ; 
luer. é om 1 lt | 14 

On Monday the 17th. of December, the. Con- 

vention received the following letter from the king's 


official defenders Meſſrs. Tronchet and Lamoignon 
Maleſherbes. Fi ft A 

Me have heard with ſorrow, what ſhort delay 
the National Convention have fixed for the final 
hearing. of Louis XVI. It is morally impoſſible 
for two citizens; both of whom are upwards of 60 
years old, to prepare ſo great a defence, if a third 
perſon is not ſuffered to aſſiſt us. Louis has cho- 
ſen M. Deſeze des Maiſons, and we are informed that 
that citizen accepts the choice.“ > png 
The Convention decreed the appointment of a 
third counſel to defend Louis. n 
It vill not be deemed an injudicious digreſſion, 
if I remark that Maleſherbes, who ſo generouſly un- 
dertook the defence of the unfortunate Louis, was 
then. about 80 years of age; he had been twice Mi- 
niſter of State, and always 22 confidence 
of the King, and of the nation, becauſe his conduct 
was ever marked with — probity. 
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e loved his Royal 
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Maſter, becauſe he knew him 
to be naturally good and virtuous, and Louis ef. 


teemed bim as an honeſt and upright Miniſter. One 
day Maleſterbes propoſed to the King in council; 


ſome reform in tha expenditure of the public money 
hut was ftrongly oppoſed by the other members of 


the council, whereupon he cried out- “An honeſt 


man cn du us good heve.; I will retire,” The King 


replied, © Maleſherbes: you may go, but IL mit ſay ; 
and. you know, . cannot do the aa you. prapoler 


myſelk.”” „ TSHR, 64-4 
Its this fame a the Gorwillarics charged with 
the preſentation of the pieces relative to the King's 


Trial, came to inform the Convention, that they had 
preſented all the papers to Lovis XVI. and that 
the laid papers amounted td 10). Louis recog- 
nized ſonſe, but dilowned the greateſt part of them. 
Among the number of pieces recognized by the 
King, was a letter of Chambonas, in which. this man 
gives an account of the attempts he made to corrupt 
General Santerre, who was offered ſeven hundred 
thouſand livres for his pt) omg refufed 
the offer. ©. 

Several en moved, chat freſn pieces be 


| preſented to Louis XVI. The Convention haw- 


_ rejected the motion, and called for the order 


On the day following the difouSGon came On ales 


tive to the baniſhment of Philip Equality, late Duke 


of Orleans, when Fago, 1 in an adrbirable ſpeech, de- 
fended his character. 
After many debates, the enen reſolved that 


5 be deere be ſuſpended, and che diſcuſſion agjourn- 


ed till after the judgment of Louis XVI. 
During chis interval an incident oecurred which 
doves che miſerable condition of the impriſoned 
monarch. 
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monareh. The King was forced to beg in the molt 


humble terms to have his beard ſhaved, and after 


three days delay it was _ 
- The Queen req requeſte 
which the inhuman wretches refuſed. 


On the 22d December, Andrein announced that 


5 key. had juſt: been found, with the following ano- 


nymous inſcription, repreſenting the hand writing 


IMierry, late a Valet de Chambre of the King: 
6 The key which has been delivered to me by the King, 
on the Toth of Auguſt, in the Court of the Feuillans.” 
It was ſent to the Commiſſion of Twenty-one, 
to ſee if it did not fit the lock of the iron door of 
the ſecret cheſt diſcoveredin a wall of the Thuillexies, 
with ſeveral writings, by Roland. 
On the following day, La Moignon Maleſherbes, 
one of the counſel of Louis XVI, demanded of 


the Department of Paris, a communication of the 
correſpondence which took place in the night be- 


tween the gth and 10th of Auguſt, between the 
Mayor of Paris, the late King, and the Adminiſtra- 
tors of the Department. The Department of Paris 
did not think proper to grant the demand without 
a decree on the part of the Convention. 

The Convention authorized the Department to 
give a copy, and leave another with the Commiſſion 
of Twenty-one. 


It was alſo decreed, that the Committee of Gene- 


ra Safet ty demand a copy of the pieces found at the 


houfe of the late M. Bachmann, e of the Re- 
giment of Swiſs Guards. | 


In the evening fitting · of the 25th of December, 
ons of the ſecretaries read the following letter from 
wth OE = in Chief of the Pariſian forces: : 


Ga | 25 rarie 


ſciffars to cut her nails, 


« 7 of 


Py Ces . < i - 
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1 
| . | «i Paris Dec. 2. 71. 
Citizens Repreſentatives, 


„ To-morrow is the day which you have fixed. to hear 
Louis CareT. Agteeable to the orders given by the Exe- 
cutive Power, all meaſures of ſafety are taken to bring 
him, hither without inconvenience. Nothing but the night 
is in the way. Pleaſe to let me have a decree to-day, which 
ſhall' determine my duties, and the hour when the Conven- 
tion defires that Lovis CAPET be heard. . 


(Signed) 5 „ SANTERRE: ” 


The Convention reed; that Pant XVI. be 
put to the bar to-morrow, at ten o clock in the 
morning. 


The morning of the 26th of Deveccber being 
come—a morning which will ever be famous in 
the annals of hiſtory; the King roſe early, left the 
Temple at nine o' clock in the morning, in the may- 
or's carriage, and was eſcorted to che hall of the 
Convention by a large body of cavalry. 

The doors of all the churches in Paris were ſhut 
from the evening of the 24th till the morning of 
the 25th. The Council General found it neceſſa 
to as this ſtep, in conſequence of the tumults 

which were. apprehended. 

The King reached the Convention about 10 
o'clock. His return from the Convention to the 
Temple was very quiet. It . hard, and the 
horſe who eſcorted him rode ſo faſt, that che 80,000 
men under arms, in ſeveral: Places planted their 
cannon; but the Adjutants and: Municipal officers 


ſoon put them right, by informing them that the 


rain was the cauſe of the great haſte made in the 
paſſage. The wind blew hard, and the rain poured 
into. the carriage from all ſides. The King, who 
was not accuſtomed. of late to take ſuch an airing, 
begged 


4 
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begged that the windows of the carriage might be 
pulled up. This, however, was refuſed him. 

On this memorable day, the Preſident opened 
the fitting at nine o*clock. n 
A member of the Committee of Twelve announc- 
ed, that the key which the late King remitted to 
Thierry on the ,10th of Auguſt ult. and which 
Lovis ſaid he knew nothing of, was, notwithſtanding, 
that which opens the iron box contrived in a wall 

of the Thuilleries. He preſented, at the ſame time, 
four keys, ſerving to open the cheſts of drawers in 
the apartments of the late King. 

The Convention ordered the keys to be laid on 
the table to be preſented to Lovis XVI. with the 
note of THIERRV. | 

Prefident---I announce to the Convention that 
Lovrs and his defenders are ready to appear at the 
bar. I forbid the members and ſpeQators all kinds 
of murmur or approbation. n 


[Here Lovis XVI. entered, dreſſed in the ſame yellow 
great coat, which he wore at his firſt appearance; his coun- 
tenance was ſerene and undaunted: he was preceeded by 
Generals Santerre and Berruyer, ſome Municipal officers, the 
Mayor of Paris, and ſurrounded by Meſſrs. Tronchet, Lamoig- 


non Maleſberbes, and Deſeze, his counſel, ] 


Preſident-— Louis, the National Convention has 
_ decreed, that you ſhould be finally heard this day, 
and produce your means of defence, either by your- 
ſelf or counſel.---Be feated.“ * 

Louis (inclining his head and beckoning Deſeze 
with his right hand). * My counſel will read you 
my defence. { He then fat down. ]J 


DEFENCE 
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DEFENCE OF LOUIS XVI. BY DESEZL. 


Here Deſeze roſe, and making a reſpettful bow to 
the Convention, in a manly and noble ſtrain of elo- 


quence addreſſed them with the following Eee 
of is royal client: 


Citizens, Repreſentatives of the Nation, 


The moment is come at laſt, when Louis, ac- 
cuſed in the name of the people of F rance, and ſur- 
rounded by the counſel which humanity and the law 
have granted him, will cauſe his juſtification to be 
heard. The very filence which: encompaſſes me, 
tells me that the 45 of prepoſſeſſion has given way 
to the day of juſtice. The misfortunes of Kings 
have a i bo omething far wore moving, and far 
more ſacred, than the misfortunes of other men, and 
he who ſo lately occupied the brighteſt throne in the 
world, ought ſtill to excite an intereſt far more 
poyerful. You have called him amidſt you; he 
came hither with calmneſs and with dignity, ſtrong 
by his innocence, ſupported by the evidence of the 
5 tenor of his Fife He has. diſcloſed to you , 
his very thoughts, in diſcuſſing without preparation, 
without enquiry, charges which he did not forelee; 
making his defence, as it were, unawares. Louis 
could but tell you his innocence; I come to demon- 
ſtrate it; I bring the proofs of it, 1 wiſh that this 
encloſure might grow more ſpacious, that the multi- 
tude of citizens. who have imbibed the moſt fatal 
impreſſion againſt Lopis, might receive a contrary 
impreſſion. Louis knows that Europe awaits with 
anxicty the judgment which you are going to pro- 
nounce: he knows that poſterity muſt record it on 
ſome future day; he knows it, but only he 
| 8 
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1 
his cotempdraries: we, like him, forget poſterity, 
and only have in view the preſent moment. s 
*« Had I only to anſwer judges, I would content 
myſelf with telling them, that ſince the nation hay 
aboliſhed royalty, there can be no judgment pro- 
nounced upon Louis; but they are the people to 
whom I addreſs myſelf, I am to examine the mat. | 
ter in two different points of view—that in which 
Lovis was before the acceptance, and that where 
he was after the acceptance of the Conſtitution. -In 
entering upon this matter, I find at firſt, the decree 
which bears that Louis ſhall be judged by the Con- 
ſtitution : apparently, the legiſlators ſaid, by them- 
ſelves; Louis canhot avail himſelf of his inviola- 
bility. What have you done then by your decree? 
You have conſtituted yourſelves judges of an accu- 
fation brought forth by yourſelves. You have far- 
ther decreed, that Louis ſhould be heard, If it 
was neceſſary that he ſhould be heard, he has a right 
to defend himſelf; it does not depend on the judge 
to circumſcribe the means of it; the Convention 
will appreciate them. If Louis makes miſtakes, 
they 1 | refute his errors. 3 Ben, 
'  & Nations are Sovereign they are at liberty 
to give themſelves what form of government they 
pleafe. I ſhall not conteſt this principle, and it has 
not 'been forgotten that the efforts of one of the 
counſel of Louis have contributed to caufe this 
principle to be inſerted in the Conſtitution. But 
the Nation cannot exerciſe her Sovereignty ber- 
ſelf. She muſt therefore delegate this exerciſe. 
In 1789 the Nation wiſhed for a Monarchical Go- 
vernment—a Monarchical Government required the 
inviolability of the Chief; it was neceſſary that it 
ſhould impreſs that reſpect which cauſes the obedi- 
ence which the law* commands to be cheriſhed. 
Has the character of that inviolability been diſ- 
e AGES culled— _ 
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euſſed—it has been pretended that it was not a 
Hynallogmatical contract; but that delegation was a 
contract as long as it was not revoked. It is a man- 
date, if we chooſe; but the mandatory could not 
ſubmit to other conditions, or to other puniſhments, 
than thoſe enacted in the mandate. | 

open the ſecond Chapter of, Royalty, and 1 ſee 
that the King's perſon is inviolable—there is no 
exception, no reſtriction, reſpetting it; but there 
are circumſtances in which he can forfeit that cha- 
rater of inviolability. This is the firſt caſe. 
« Art. V. of Section I. Chap. II. Head III. If 
the King has not taken .oath, or if he has taken 
oatb, and recants, he Hall be deemed to have abdicated 
royalty. ee 

Here the Nation impoſes upon the King the 
duty of taking the oath, To recant his oath, is a 
crime againſt the nation. The nation foreſaw this 
crime, ſhe has dictated the puniſhment, I expreſs 
myſelf wrong, it is no puniſhment, it is no forfei- 
ture, the word, is not once expreſſed: it is but a 
ſuppoſition, that the King ſhall be preſumed to have 
abdicated royalty. You ſee that the Conſtitution 
creates no Tribunal, ſpeaks. of no judgment, lays 
not a word of forfeiture. | But without recantin 
bis oath, he had it in his power to betray himſelf, 
he could favour. criminal and hoſtile enterprizes 
againſt the ſtate. The Conſtitution has alſo fore. 
ſeen this caſe, - © 
A EW 7 the Yau puts himſelf at the head of | 
an army, and employs its forces againſt the nation, or 
/ he does not aw ay. (by 2 formal aft) fuch an enter- 
prize, which would be executed in his name, he * 
be deemed to have abdicated royalty.” _ 

I intreat you to ponder well here the nature of 


h the crime foreſeen by 1 article. It ſuppoſes all 


the 
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the machinations, all the perfidies, all the treaſons, 
all the horrors, all the ſcourges, all the calamities 
of a bloody and inteſtine war; yet, at the ſame 
time, what does the Conſtitution pronounce ?—The 
ſuppoſition of having abdicated royalty. 

% Art. VII. V the King having left the kingdom 
ſhould not return to it, after being invited to that return 
by the "legiflatrve body—what does the conſtitution 
pronounce in this caſe?—The ſuppoſition of having 
abdicated royalty. 

_« Art. VIII. Mentions (or decrees) that after 
the expreſs or legal abdication, the King ſhall be 
- judged like other citizens for all the crimes ſubſe. 
quent to his abdication. Thus it reſults from this 
article, that the King had a particular exiſtence, ab- 
ſolutely different from that of other citizens ; and 
whence elſe did he derive that particular exiſtence, 
that privileged exiſtence, but from the law which 
had impreſſed him with the charatter of inviolability, 
which he could not forfeit but by his expreſs and 
legal abdication. ' And it is after the moſt atrocious 
crime which a King can commit againſt the nation, 
that the latter deems him reduced to the claſs of citi- 
zens. Beſides, the law is perfectly equal here be- 
tween the King and the Legiſlative body. The 
Legiſlative Body could likewiſe betray a nation. 
It could invade the national ſovereignty; the nation 
had a right to pronounce a puniſhment againſt the 
deputies, and yet there have none been decreed. 

« Lovis is accuſed; he is accuſed in the name 
of the nation; he is accuſed of ſeveral crimes. 
Theſe crimes are either foreſeen by the conſtitutional 
att, (and then they pught to bear the puniſhment 
decreed by that att) or they are not foreſeen; and 
in that caſe there exiſts no puniſhment that might be 


inflitied upon them. n 


« Igo 
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*I go farther; I fay they are foreſeen: the con- 
ſtitution has foreſeen them; it has foreſeen the moſt. 
atrocious of them all—that of a criminal war againſt 
the nation; in whatever manner we may hear this 
article, the crimes are exiſting; they are all exiſting 
there. Well! the law inflitts no other puniſhment 
than the ſuppoſition of having abdicated royalty. I 
well know that now the nation has aboliſhed royal 
the puniſhment can no longer be applied; but could 
ſhe change the fate of Louis? Has he not the right 
to fay, when the conſtitution was accepted, I was 
the priſoner of the nation, Why have not you judg- 
ed me; you have aboliſhed royalty; I do not dif. 
pute you the right. But what ! becauſe you have 
aboliſhed royalty, you will puniſh me; and becauſe 
you know no exiſting law that might be applied to 
me, you want to create one for me for me alone: 
you, without doubt, have all the powers; but there 
13 one which you have not, THAT OF BEING 
UNJUST! , SEE on a Eg 

It has been ſaid, that Louis ought to be judged 
as an enemy, But is not he a very cruel enemy, 
who could put himſelf at the head of an army againſt 
the nation? It has been aſſerted, that he was invio- 
lable only to each individual citizen. After this 

rinciple, the repreſentatives of the people would 
be no longer inviolable to the people in every thing 
they ſhall have done, ſaid, or written, during a ſeſ- 
ſion? I read in Rouſſeau, © There where I ſee nei- 
tt ther the law that purſues, nor the law that con- 
„ demns, I will not appeal to the general will; for 
«. the general will cannot decide as general will, 
. neither upon a man, nor upon a fact.“ 1 

It has heen-urged, that if you take from Louis 
the right of being inviolable as King, you cannot 

take from him the right of being judged as eitizen 4 
„ n an 
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and, in the latter caſe, I aſk you where are thoſe 
forms of records? Where are thoſe juries —thoſe | 
ſpecies of hoſtages of the life and honour of citizens? 
1 aſk you where is that proportion of ſuffrages 
which the law has ſo wiſely eſtabliſhed? Where is 
that filent ſcratiny, which contains in one and the 
ſame urn, both the opinion and conſcience of the 
judge? I ſpeak to == with the candour of a free 
man: I ſeek for judges among you, and I only ſee 
accuſers. You want to judge Louis, and you have 
accuſed him! You want to judge Louis, and you 
have manifeſted your wiſh in that reſpe&t! You want 
to judge Lovis, and your opinions are IEG 
throughout Europe, J 
I take up the act of accuſation. You trace it 
from the month of June, 1789. I follow the ſame 
date. But how could you accuſe him for haying 
intended, at that epoch, to diſſolve the Afſembly! 
Do you forget that it was he that convened it? Do 
ou forget, that for theſe 130 years, Princes more 
jealous than he was of their authority, had conſtantly 
refuſed calling together that Aſſembly? Do you for- 
get, that without him, without the numerous ſacri- 
ſices he conſented to make, you would not be this 
day here to deliberate on the intereſts of the ſtate? 
He has been reproached with having colletted troops 
round Paris: beat I can ſay, that theſe troops were 
only deſtined to protect Paris againſt the ſeditious. 
I had an opportunity of ſeeing the order, when I 
was Charged with the defence of the commander of 
thoſe troops whom the nation did not heſitate to diſ- 
miſs by a fall acquittal. 
c I ſhall e here of the memorial in which 
Talon is introduced to act a counter-revolutionary part, 
nor of the pieces that were annexed to that memorial. 
* I to plead in defence of a common offender, * 
would 


would alledge, that no citizen could ever be judged: 
from pieces found by the invaſion of his dwelling- 
houſe, without inventories taken on the ſpot, with- 
out ſealing up the pieces aforeſaid? _-_ - | 
„ The dwelling of Louis has been invaded; his 
cheſts have been broken, his drawers forced open— 
there were neither ſeals nor inventories; pieces may 
have been miſlaid—thoſe which could anſwer the 
ieces now adduced in charge may have been miſlaid. 
La are quoted of a man defun&; but can the 
letters of, a man deceaſed furniſh proof? It is ſaid, 
that thoſe letters mention money ſcattered about ; 
but ſhould this fact, which they do not clear u 
ſhould this fact, I ſay, be true—ſhould it be true 
that it was contrived to rob ſenſibility and benefi- 
cence of ſmaller or larger ſums—do we not know - 
with what an unhappy eaſineſs kings are circum- 
vented and deceived ?—"They ſpeak of a letter con- 
taining a project, addreſſed to La Fayette and Mira- 
beau ; but the letter has not been ſent. Mirabeau and 
La Fayette were two men that enjoyed the greateſt 
popularity; they both loved the Conſtitution ; the 
welfare of the State was the only topic of that pro- 
Jett He has been reproached with his letter to 
Bouille; here defence becomes even unneceſſary : 
the National Aſſembly had voted thanks to the con- 
duct of Bouille. | | e 
__ « You have reproached him with the gathering the 
crowds on the 28th of February; but popular reports 
had dravn men ofa hot temper to the caſtle, and Lo u- 
1s had ordered them to leave their arms behind them. 
. You have accuſed him of the maſſacre of the Champ 
de Mars, but do you forget, that the powers of this 
ill- fated Prince was then ſuſpended, and himſelf a pri- 
ſoner, cloſely guarded. The nation has decreed 
the Republic, but it was. not the form of government 
£8 | | which, 
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which the nation then wanted. Did not the Legiſ- 
lative Aſſembly itſelf riſe againſt the Republic in 
the laſt month of july? If Louis had then be- 
trayed the intereſts of the nation, or abuſed her con- 
fidence, he ought to be pitied; we ought to bewail 
the fate of kings, but we ought not to judge them. 
I have not yet uttered the word which would have 
made fall that ſeries of charges—I have not ſaid, 
that during all thoſe facts, Louis has accepted the 
Conſtitution the Conſtitution was the compact of 
alliance between the People and the Kirig—all the 
clouds were diſperſed, all that paſt was ſunk in obli- 
vion. Let us now examine.what he has done ſince 
that acceptance. fb LS HET | | 
The att of accuſation compriſes both the facts 
which Louis was not perſonally reſponſible for, and 
thoſe facts which have an immediate perſonal refe- 
rence to Louis. The Conſtitution had required no 
reſponſibility on the part of the King with regard to 
his agents. On the contrary, it had deereed the 
reſponſibility of miniſters. We have no right this 
day to accuſe the King and his miniſters of the ſame 
deeds. Louis is accuſed of not having communi- 
cated to the National Aſſembly the Convention of 
Pillnitz. But this Convention was a ſecret treaty be- 
tween the Emperor and the King of Pruſſia. There 
was no motive of ſtate that could make it a da for 
miniſters to make known to an aſſembly whoſe de- 
liberations are public, a tranſaction which was ſecret. 
You have reproached Lovrs with having delayed 
for one month to ſend the decree relative to Avig- - 
non; this, Citizens, was one of the principal charges 
againſt the Miniſter DzuzssaxT. He had himſelf 
announced that his defence, which he was preparing 
in his priſon, would not leave the leaſt doubt of his 
mMnarence. And could you, after his death, bring 
3 . Y orth 
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| Look the ſame. charge againſt the King? Vou 2 
reproached him with übe troubles at Nimes and Jales: 
was it the King's buſineſs to be anſwerable fer 
all the troubles I/O: from ſo great a revo- 
lution? 
A letter from Witgen ein was im uted to > bim « as 
a crime. All he could do was to have given him 
no place after his recall. The government of Cor- 
ſica was mentioned, but he never obtained it. It 
was alledged, that he had a commiſſion in the army 
of the North. It is poſſible that La Fayette wanted 
him; but the letter which granted him a nen 
remained at the war- office. | 
Lovis is reproached with the account given by 
Marbonne. I have only one word to — to this 
charge. When Narbonne left the miniſtry, the Legi- 
flative Aſſembly decreed, that Narbonne was carry 
ing with him the regret and confidence of the nation. 
He is reproached with the ſurrender of Long 
but the inhabitants alone are guilty: The —— 2 
of Verdun ; who had commiſſioned that governor fo 
celebrated. for his heroiſm, who preferred death to 
a ſurrender ?—none but 1 
The King has been reproached with retaining 
the Swiſs guards, in ſpite of the Conſtitution, which 
torbade it. What follows will clear up the matter 
in point of fact. A deeree expreſſed, that the King 
ſhould. be requeſted to preſent a freſh formation 
of his regiment of Swiſs guards; and at the ſame 
time the Aſſembly ordains that it ſhould be pro- 
viſorily kept till the epoch of that formation. On 
che gd 7 July, the Aſſembly ordered the departure 
bf the: three battalions, of that regiment. On the 
| . enſues a letter from d Aﬀry, proteſting againſt 
that decree, and calling to remembrance the capi- 
tulations. A freſn es follows, commanding 


9. again 


daſſadors. He is reproached with his influence at 
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again the departure of the battalions. D'Afﬀry, 
wavering between the decree and the capitulations, 
addreſſed freſh-remonſtrances to the Aſſembly. The 
Aſſembly paſſed to the order of the dy, . che 
battalions 8 out of Paris. 
I now come to the facts which inmedidegly 
and perſonally concern Louis. He was impeached 
in the firſt place for not * ſanctioned the de- 
eree againſt the prieſts, and that reſpecting the 
camp at Paris. I may ſay, that the Confiitmion 
left him at. Full liberty to fanftion that decree ; 
and that if he made a miſtake, this miſtake ought 
not to be conſtrued into a erime againſt him; but 
if a great number of citizens ſeemed to ſupport 
this: laſt andes a great number ſeemed to be 
againft it. He thought it prudent to refuſe his 
aden Bub es the Ame Ge, by a wiſe meaſure, 
he ordered the formation of the camp, of Soiſons, 
and this camp was more uſeful to our ne than 
that of Paris would have been. 
His letter to the biſhop of Clermont was alledged 
againſt him; but this was only a mere religious 
opinion, and it was previous to the acceptance of 
the Conſtitution; and when he accepted it, he did 
not not think it ſpotleſs, lince even in his accept- 
ance he ſpoke of lawful reforms. He is accuſed of 
having paid his guards; but the Aſſembly i in ordain- 
ing their being diſbanded, ſaid they ſniould be re- 
embodied; it was, therefore: incumbent. on his 
2 and humanity, to pay chem till they ſhould 
e organized, He is reproacked with having given 
aſſiſtance to the Emigrants, to have cauſed the league 
of the foreign powers to be protected by his am- 


the court of Vienna. I anſwer, that Louis con- 
| _ oppoſed the efforts of the emigrants ;\ and 
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in Tupport of this, I ſhall quote a matter of faQ : 
Louis was informed, by his reſident; of an at- 
tempt of the Emigrants to obtain arms and am- 
munition at Frank/ort, and of the refuſal of the 
magiſtrates of that city. He gave orders to his 
reſident to return thanks to the magiſtrates of Frank- 


fort, and to invite them to perſiſt in their refuſal. 


„There is not one emigrant that has been re- 
lieved by him. He has contributed towards the 
keeping of his nephews---the eldeſt was fourteen 
years of apes the youngeſt only eleven---there was 
no law exiſting which determined the crime of emi. 
gration; The Convention has juſt enacted one, 
The nephews of Louis were without reſources: 
ought he to have ſtifled the feelings of humanity ? 
Ought he, becauſe he was King, to have ceaſed to 
be a relative? He made gifts to the governeſs of 
his children, but ſhe left France in the year 1789. 
Choi ſeul Beaupre was in Italy ſince 1989, and he 
never bore arms againſt France. He has given 
relief to Rocheſort, but Rochefort was no emigrant. 
He is accuſed.of having ſent pecuniary remittances 
to Bouille. The letter of Bouille expreſſes, Given 
to Monſieur, the King's brother, by his order.” 
The truth is, that he never ſent any remittances to 
Monſieur; and the order ſpoken of, was that of 
Monſieur, and not that of the King; all he has 
done, was the giving ſecurity for his brother, for a 
ſum of 400,000 livres but it was in 1789, and his 
ſole inducement to that meaſure, was an emotion of 
humamty.. - OREN? CLE ITY 
be He has been. reproached with the manceuvres 
of Dumouſtier at the court of Berlin; but Dumouſteir 


vas not the agent of Louis, he was the agent of 
the princes his brothers. ne 
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le has been upbraided with a letter of Choi-. 

ſeul Gouffler ; it was thought hecauſe he was the; am- 

baſſador of Louis, the projects of Choiſeul Gauſſier 


e 


to the princes, brothers of the; King. The note 
proves that Louis had no connettion with him. 
« I come now to the reproaches of ſubornation 
of ſeveral members of the Legiſlative Aſſembly, 
This project reduced at ten millions the liquidation 
of the offices; it acquitted the National Treaſury, 
and charged the intereſts of that ſum on account of 
the Civil Liſt. This corruption, which turns to the 
advantage of perſonal intereſt a corruption which 
leavesto us wholly and ſolely the ſhame with which it 
overwhelms us, and gives to others all the profit— 
is inconceivable. The fact is, that it reſults from 
the pieces communicated to Louis, that it was he 
alone who prevented the decree from being ſub- 
mitted to the Aſſembly that he manifeſted his anger 
and indignation againſt it. 

„ Lovis has been upbraided with what has ex- 
cited the indignation of the people, and with what 
muſt have appeared very grave to him: he has been 
upbraided with having paid his life- guards at Coblentz. 
I own that this charge made a painful impreſſion 
on me; I could have ſuſpected the faith of Louis 
—the pieces appeared clear to me. I come this 

| day, in the eyes of Europe, to give him the ſatis- 
 fattion I owe him. All the pieces refer to the month 
of October 1791. Here is what the — > 
| ; H ivi 


(98 ) 

Civil Treafury wrote to the Treaſurer- in the month 
r Gn rn nan 

It is the intention of his Majeſty to continue 
the pay of his Life Guards till they fhall have been 
replaced: but his Majeſty will have # underſtood, 
that the amount of that pay he not delivered Wholly 
to the Staff Officers, but to each individual, at the 


' Pay-Office of the Civil Liff, upon producing # 


x receipt, and a certificate of his place of reſi- 
dence in the kingdom.” 7; 3 
All the pieces have been made as public as poſ- 
ſible. Lovis has been accafed before France; be- 
fore all Europe; the printing of all thefe charges has 
been ordered; and the only piece. which anſwers 


thoſe facts, has alone remained unknown. This piece 


ought to have been with the reſt of the papers. By 
what ſtrange fatality has it not been found among 
them? Lovis finally had the good fortune to ob- 
tain from the offices an authentic copy of that let- 
ter; he produces it before the eyes of Europe! 

I finally come to the difaſtrous day of the 'roth 
of Auguſt, Had we believed that Lovis had com- 
mitted the crimes with which he ſtands charged, you 


would not fee us at this bar, to afford him the 


aſſiſtance of our candid veracity, All your ſuc- 
ceſſes ſince that day, would have permitted you ts 
be generous; all I afk of you, is juſtice. He was 
afraid of having his caſtle invaded; he kept up 4 
more preciſe correſpondence with the conſtituted 
authorities, In fine, the peopte were there. The 
Procurator Syndic read, no doubt, with reluctance, 


the att of repelling force by force, as decreed by 
Art. V. of the law. The cannoniers made no an- 
ſwer, but diſcharged the cannon before him. Then 
the Procurator Syndic invited Louis to repair to 
the Aſſembly. He did repair thither One hour aſter 


. 

ur misfortiines commented, How did the combat 
10 I cannot tell; and pethaps, hiſtory, cannot 
inform us. He has been reproached with having 
reviewed his 'gyafds— Well! accuſe the mayor of 
having viſited the poſts, Was not Louis a conſti- 
tuted authority? Was not his authority a truſt upon 
his hands which the law would not ſuffer to be in 
the leaſt infringed? I know it has been maintained 
that Lobis had excited the inſurrection to bring 
about the execution of his plans: but who is now, 
who is this day ignorant, that that inſurrectiöh was 
combined, ripened; that it had its agents, its ad- 
viſers, its directory? Who is ignorant, that acts 
have been made and ſigned, and treaties concluded 
on that ſubjett. S . 
In this hall, the gloty of the ioth of Auguſt 
has been diſputed; 1 do not come to conteſt thi 
lory, but fince it is proved that this ſlaughter had 
een terminated, why. ſhould it be alledged as a 
crime againſt Lov 1s? You accuſe him, and yoit will 
pronounce ſentente upon him, upon him who has 
never iſſued any fanguinaty order; againſt him, 
who at Varennes preferred rather to retutn a pri- 
Joner, than to expoſe the life of one fingle man 
againſt him, who on the goth of June, refuſed a 
kind of aſſiſtancè, and preferred remaining ſingle 
and alone amidlt the people. Hear, hiſtory, Lovis 
alcended the throne at the age of twenty, carrying 
with him the example of morality, juſtice and o- 
nomy; he aboliſhed perſonal ſervitude in his dou 
mrins; the people wanted liberty, and he gave it 
them. We cannot diſpute Lov1s the glory of hava 
ing ever anticipated the wiſhes of the people I do 
no conclude, hiſtory arreſts my farther progreſs 
—remember that it will be the teſt of your judg- 


ment.“ 
| H « | As 


F 


| 3 
As ſoon as the counſel had gone through the 
defence, the Preſident roſe, and thus addreffed the 
King: : ON 146. i" vartd <+52 ern 
„Lovis CarEr, is there aught you ſhould wiſh 
to add to this defence? Mons art} on 
; [Lovis roſe from his chair, and with an aſpect of clouded 
najeſty, in a tone of voice denoting ſenſibility, addreſſed the 
ention as follows :Þ © * e 


©« CITIZENS, 1 8 
« My means of defence have juſt been expoſed 
« to you, I ſhall not renew them. In ſpeaking to 
& you, perhaps "ifs laſt time, I do declare to you, 
e that my conſcience reproaches me with nothing; 
and that my defenders have told you the truth. I 
« was. never afraid of having my condutt publicly 
« enquired into; but my heart is rent at finding in 
« the att of accuſation, the charge of having wiſhed 
te to ſhed the blood of the people: and above all, 
« that the cataftrophes of the ioth of Auguſt are 
„ jmputed to me. I own that the multiplied proofs 
« which I had at all times given of my love of the 
„ people, and the manner in which I always con- 
« ducted myſelf emed to me ſufficient to evince 
« that I did not fear to expoſe myſelf to ſpare 
« their blood, and to diſcard for 'ever from me, 
«ſuch an imputation.““ Sly EAN e 
Here the keys found in the Garde de Meuble in the room 
of Wire, were preſented to the King.] 
Preſident.— Lovis Cayzr, do you know theſe 

keys?” ke Wer. 
8 I know that I gave keys to Thierry; 
J knew that my dwelling had been forced open, and 
all my furniture broke; I had no farther occaſion 
for theſe keys, but I do not know. if thoſe which 
are ſhown to me are the ſame which I delivered; I 
cannot remember them after ſo long a time,” * 


[Here 


— 
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Here Louis withdrew, with the ſame calm reſignation 
which he appeared in at firſt. On his paſſage from the 
hall, his countenance ſeemed. red with animation, and tor- 
rents of tears burſt from his eyes. 


The Convention decreed, after a moſt tumultu- 
ous debate, that Louis be re- conducted to the 
Temple, that, his defence be, printed, and all other 
buſineſs ſet afide until his judgment. 
Here Duhem, a ſanguinary Nen demanded 
the immediate ſentence of Lou fs by a nominal call. 
% Shall he ſuffer death,” ſaid he, © or ſhall he not? 
2 him be executed, and after that publiſh his de- 
ence.” 
.  Lajuinais—<© I oppoſe this barbarous precipita- 
tion—the times of ſanguinary men are paſt; let the 
fate of Louis be the fate which public ſafety re- 
quires; let him be judged in ſo important & caſe by 
the primary Aſſemblies. Can the conſpirators of the 
10th of Auguſt pretend to judge Louis? No, they 
ought not to judge him. Let not all France, and 
'the National Convention, be branded with infamy. 
At this ſpeech, the molt dreadful hiſſes and me- 
naces were heard from that part of the aſſembly 
where M. Egality was ſitting. It was called the Moun- 
tain, | 
M. Fermond, the Preſident, moved the judgment 
to be adjourned. The party of Egality here be- 
came furious, ruſhed into the middle of the hall, 
*þeſtowed the moſt opprobious terms on the Preſi- 
dent and the Secretaries, and threatened to pull him 
from the chair, and to take the bell out of his hands. 
They accuſed him of having had a ſecret conference 
with Maleſherbes, one of the King's counſel; they 
accuſed him of being an Ariſtocrat, who threatened 


to diſſolve the Republic. X 
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"TORE anſwered the abuſe by the moſt convince 
ing arguments of honour and integrity. 
 Thuviot here conjured up the momentary calm 
into a r aring tempeſt of dilgraceful low-life. He 
moved, That the Aſſembly mould not rife till the 
blood of Lovis was ſhed; and all the horde of a- 
cobins, and the adherents of 'Egatlty ſeconded him. 
Petion, roſe to oppoſe this blood-thirfty monſter, 
which became the ſignal of univerſal commetion— 
They threatened the speaker—ruſhed into the mid- 
ale of the hall—and a combat enſued, in which a 
drawn battle was fought, and blows dealt about as 
faſt as words could poſſibly have been. Barbarouæ, 
Montaut, and Br:Haut, thewed themſetves the Men- 
dozas and Humphreys of France, and fent many a 
member home in a pitiful plight of deformity and 
foreneſs. This feene laſted near half an bod with 
esel ſmartnels. 
Tue Prefident, whilſt the combatants were pant= 
ing for breath, and with grim aſpett and grimace 
provoking a a Tecond attack, put on his hat, and 
{wore be would call in the publi ic force againſt the 
diſturbers. This which would inſtantly have been 
: done, in eafe of non compliance, cooled the ſpirit 
of the furious champions, and Petion was finally 
ſuffered to ſpeak. He ſpoke with heavenly elo- 
quenee—tears gufhed from his eyes, and ſobs in- 
tercepted his ſpeech; in fhort, ſo powerful were his 
arguments in behalf of bumahity, and the fate of 
his royal fallen maſter, that cruelty could but relent. 
He vindicated his character, evinged true loyalty 
and manhood, and owing to bis wonderful exertions, 
he prevailed on the bloody-minded Hydra to ad. 
Journ the Judgment of Louis. 


| The 


( 103 ) 


- The opinions given on the judgement of the un- 
happy Monarch, were extremely intereſting in the 
fitting of the 27th of December, 
St. Fuſt ſaid: * After having. demanded the ba- 
niſhment of all the Bourbons, we cannot without the 
_ greateſt injuſtice, ſpare him who is the moſt culpable 
among them.—1 do not ſuppoſe you will conclude, 
that the States General were aſſembled with a view 
of giving liberty to the people, in 1789: the reaſon 
was, to diminiſh the power of the Parliaments, and 
to lay on new taxes; but you will remember with 
what artifice he evaded the laws againſt the Church, 
and Nobility. He who pretended to have no other 
Happineſs 7 4 that of his people, refuſed the laws 
that ſecured their rights, and ought to have inſured 
them. I demand that every member aſcend the tri- 
Þune, and pronounce Louis ſtands, or ſtands not 
convicted. He farther moved that the ſentence or 
acquittal be, by nominal call pronounced by the 
preſident. The latter was forced to oppoſe his moſt 
ſerious remonſrances to the tumultuous applauſe 
which the tribunes and the party of Equality mani- 
feſted at this ſpeech ;—they laughed at his remon- 
ſtranees, and continued the riot till they were tired 
of it, | 
ERouxel ſeconded the laſt member: * According 
to my principles, ſaid he, I would no more heſitate 
to ſacrifice my Ton, if che law enjoined it, than to 
fave an enemy, when diſarmed, if the law did nat 
allow me to kill him. If I conſult one of the mem- 
bers of the Conſtituent Aſſembly, who has moſt pow- 
erfully brought to light the ancient abuſes, Camus 
is of opinion that Louis ought to be treated as a 
priſoner of war. Condorcet, on the contrary, that 
he ought to be dealt with as other conſpirators, and 


to be judged by the common law. 


% Inviolability 
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1 -Inviolability, Petion tells us, is an exception to 
the principles of eternal reaſon, juſtice, and che ſo- 
cial compatt; and that the King can only be pu- 
niſhed with Abdication; and I confeſcs, that our 
Conſtitution was fo far from puniſhing the heredi- 
tary repreſentative, that it did not allow him to be 
even reſponſible; and our reſpett for a law ſo un- 
juſt, ought to aſſure the univerſe of our ſtritt ob- 
ſervance of whatever we may contract with others. 


1 am therefore of opinion, that Louis and his fa- 


mily may remain ſhut up, till the nation, after the 
publication of the charges againſt him, and the de- 
fence he has made, has given judgment upon them.“ 


Salles faid : You decreed yeſterday, a ſecond 
time, that you would give ſentence. on Louis the 


XVIch; but certainly you do not mean to prevent 
any member from giving his opinion. — The Con- 
vention having conſtituted each of its members a 
Joe! „ bas left it the ſame power of deliberation as 


You have obſerved that the judgment of 


Louis preſented a political queſtion, and that the 
intereſts of the ſtate required it—we are now there- 
fore occupied about the intereſts of the ſtate, To 
judge, is to apply rigorouſly the law. Jugs as 
truth, is not ſuſceptible of being increaſed or dimi- 
niſhed. In pronouncing judgment upon Louis 
not after any poſitive or definitive law, but your 


opinion, and according to the intereſt of the ſtate, 


you do not judge; you only decree. 
« If Louis has deſerved death, and does not 
ſuffer it, he will be amongſt us a ſource of diſcord 


and trouble. Every aſſaſſin led to the ſcaffold will 


have a right to ſay, © Why do you condemn me? 
Have J done worſe than betray my country?“ If, 
on the other hand, Lovis ſuffers death, all his pre- 
tentions ſurvive him; and theſe pretenſions, when 


they 


4 
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they devolve to another perſon, will they not be more 
dangerous to liberty? Lovis is, of all the indivi- 
duals of bis Family the leaſt to be feared. For 
even by his life, he will, preclude his family from 
every pretenſion to the throne. Such are the two 
views equally embarraſſing which his trial offers. It 
is not doubtful, that the event will be laid hold of. 
The enemies of the Republic, the deſpots above 
all, whom your principles menace, will attempt 
every thing to give you a King. 

« If you put him to death, the people will com- 
paſſionate the death of their former monarch. The 
leading men of each party will affect to lament his 
fate, when no more prevented by his life. They 
will load the Convention with the groſſeſt calumnies. 
They will repreſent its ſentence as regicide. But if 
the National Convention ſhould eſcape theſe ſnares, 
it will not the leſs be in danger of falling into that 
which the deſpots of Europe lay for it. Their fi- 
lence on fo great an occaſion is very ſurpriſing. 
Do you think that they are indifferent to the fate of 
one of their equals, though they keep filence ? No, 
certainly; they have views more profound. It is 
not Louis that they are anxious to ſave, but Roy- 
alty; and the puniſhment of Lovis enters into their 
ſyſtem. Louis is a priſoner, and all their efforts 
to replace him on the throne will be fruitleſs. His 
life prevents their efforts; they wiſh his death. 
Yes, I tell you ſo, becauſe I ought to tell you the 
truth; all the nations of Europe are yet ſlaves. 
So far from being deſirous to deliver themſelves 
from the yoke that diſgraces them, they receive 
with a bad grace the preſent we make them. Fo- 
reign Powers deſire Louis's death, to ſhew, on 
that account, a pretended ſorrow, to raiſe againſt 
you the «ry of vengeance, to preſerve their own 

DEE ; thrones 
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thrones, to deſtroy the revolution, and give us à 
King. Theſe refleQions ſtruck me forcibly ; but if 
my conjectures are wrong, it is neßenchelch true, 
that theſe misfortunes will not be leſs, and that, 
whatever be our ſucceſs, we ought to expe them. 
And what would be the conſequence, if the reverſe 
. ſhould happen? Who could be ſure, that the people, 
deceived by the factioùs, would not roar of the 
Convention a ſtrict account of the blood that their 
ſentence had cauſed to be ſhed, (Murmurs.) The 
regret of the paſt, preſent evils, a foreign war, 
civil diſſentions, and the diviſions artfully kept up 
in the Convention, and I know not what; the pit 
ſhewn criminals who go to the ſcaffold—all theſe 
threaten. us with the greateſt misfortunes. The 
Convention will be calumniated, reproached, dif. 
ſolved (murmurs)—and Royalty will raiſe a ſecond 
time its hideous head, amidſt the ruins of liberty. 
Let us make another ſuppoſition: If the Conven- 
tion, alarmed with theſe conjettures, ſhall be of opi- 
nion that Louis ought not to die, perhaps it may 
incur yet greater dangers. Juſtice violated in the 
perlon of Lovis, would extinguiſh the pity that 
followed him to your bar. The road is abel 
traced out to the factious: already ſome bold 
ſpeakers have eſtabliſned the horrible dofrine bf the 
right of every Citizen upon the life of Louis, if 
the Convention does not bring him to the ſcaffold. 
They have ſanctioned affaſſination, they have in 
a manner aſſociated the Convention with theſe in- 
famous maxims. Well! what fhall we think of 
theſe indiſcretions? What character do they aſſume 
in my fight, when ſpeakers raſher ſtill, have in- 
voked the axe of the people againſt the Conven- 
tion itſelf, if it did not pronounce the ſentenc2 of 
death againſt Louis? Traitors! as if the people 
W f had 
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had oecaſion for cannon to diſſolve its repreſentatives 
if they betray them. O ſhame! ſuch crimes paſs 
in the Convention itſelf; it does not puniſh the 
guilty! and it lulls quietly on the brink of the 
precipice. {applauſes) | The Preſident called to 
order.] O my country! but if ſuch preſages ſhall 
not remind the Convention of that reſponſibilit 
which it will have contracted, in preſerving the life 
of Louis, when a party is ever ready to take ad- 
vantage of thefe ſuppoſed abandoned ſentiments 
will not this party employ the perfidious reſource at 
each difaſtrous event, of de its cauſe to the 
exiſtence of Louis, that is, to the National Con- 
vention? Louis would, therefore, ſtill direct our 
enemies, who would be the Convention, who would 
deſolate the country, burn our towns, maſſacre our 
children; or rather, it would be the Convention, 
who would not cut off from ſociety this public 
enemy; and the Convention, victim of the male- 
dictions of the people, cruſhed, deſtroyed, would 
give up its powers to the firſt tyrants that would 
ſeize it. EIS 
„There is only one method to avoid ſuch great 
evils, which is, that the Convention, after Laving 
declared Louis guilty, ſhould ſubmit to the people 
the puniſhment he ought to ſuffer (murmurs.) 
Well then, citizens, I propoſe to you this dilemma : 
Either the Nation demands his death, or that he ſhould 
live: If it defires his death, we alſo all deſire it; 
our hopes will not be deceived: If the Nation does 
not wiſh it, by what right will you puniſh him con- 
trary to the wiſh of the Nation? 

« I would next obſerve, that the fate of the na- 
tion, or what is the ſame, of liberty, may depend 
on the ſolution of the queſtion which I examine. In 
fine, if the ſovereignty decides for death, the pre- 
e | N tentions 
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tentions will continue the "EL but they. will not 
be ſo ſtrong: the reſources of the diſaffeRed will be 
leſs certain; whatever may happen the, Convention 
will have nothing to anſwer for. Under this {: yitem, 
all the faQtions become extinQ, and the Republic 
is fafe from diſſolution. But, it will be aſked, how 
can the people pronounce ſentence. The objeQtion 
would be good, if the crime remained to be proved. 

But the queſtion is not, whether Louis is guity— 
| It is the knowledge of his crimes that bas procured 
from all parts of France congratulations on the abo- 
lition of royalty. But, it will be again aſked, how 
can we reſume the queſtion? How can we have a 
fixed deciſion? This is an unfair objeftion—if 
Lov1s is declared guilty, he ought to be puniſhed. 

Is there any queſtion of baniſhment? No, for he 
would direttly go to our enemies” camp, and would 
obtain by his crimes the occaſion of conſummating 
his flight to Varennes. If ever he can be baniſhed, 

it is only when we are in peace: after the full eſtab- 
liſhment of liberty. There is only two queſtions to 
propeſe: Lovis, ſhall he die, or ſhall he be kept 
priſoner? All the intereſts of the people are con- 
ſalted in thus placing them; the Aſſembly, i in reſum- 
ing them, does only with regard to the people what 
the preſident does daily with reſpet᷑t to the Conven- 
tion. There is an objettion that has no weight, but 
by the calumnies made againſt the Convention. 
You are going to temporize, it may be faid; and 

the nl of. the ſtate forbids it. Ahl the intereſt 
of the ſtate.obliges you not to endanger the exiſt- 
ence of the Convention. But what is the delay of 
a few weeks at moſt? The 10th of Auguſt the Le- 
- giflative Aſſembly called together the Convention, 

and on the 20th of September it was. aſſembled ; and 


yet there was occaſion for both Primary and Elec- 
toral 


( 199 ) 
toral Aſſemblies. In leſs than a fortnight; you may 
have a determination that will diſconcert the royal- 
iſts, and agitators. In fine, citizens, it is now to 
be determined, whether the Convention and the 


ſafety of the ſtate, ſhall be preſerved; I may add, 


that of Paris itſelf. I do not examine if you are 
rfedly free; however, do you believe it impoſſi- 
le that the malevolent may entertain ſome doubts 
on that account? Dread the regrets of the people of 
the time paſt. It muſt be ſaid in after; times, it was 
all France, and not the people of Paris, that judg- 
ed Lou M5! oo od. 15.55 
Joſepl. Serres ſaid “ I do not wiſh, to juſtify 
Louis againſt the crimes that are imputed to him; 
I do not come to raiſe your compaſſion for his un- 
happy ſituation ; but I come to ſupport what I be- 
lieve to be for the intereſt of Liberty, and the ſafety 
of the ſtate; What puniſhment ſhould be inflicted 
on Louis XVI; or, amidſt the dangers to which 
his life or death expoſes us, which is the greateſt— 
if the coalition of deſpots ſhould be ſtronger by his 
death; or if the return of peace might be the price of 
his exiſtence? I heſitate not to ſay, that it is better 
to preſerve the life to a criminal who has no power 
to hurt you, than to conſign thouſands of innocent. 
people to death. I will not pay ſo bad a compli- 
ment to the French, as to ſuppoſe, that with the 
King, the hatred of royalty will ceaſe; but it will be 
more difficult to excite troubles after his death, than 
to re-condutt him to deſpotiſm, if you preſerve his 
life. His exiſtence, . in my opinion, ought to create 
no alarm. Beſides, you know, that all the French 
ſuppoſed he had a good heart, that his faults were 
rather thoſe of frailty than of his will, and that he 
was actuated by a woman who knew how to captivate 


him. After Lovis, is there not alſo his Son? And 
| Can 
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ean any one puniſh the children for the crimes of the 
parents? Would not his Son be, to the deſperate, 
u pretext for tumult? It is almoſt certain that his 
death would not put an end to intrigues, and that 
this would raiſe up other pretenders. We muſt 
then ſhew our magnanimity to all Europe. Ithere- 
fore wiſh him to be ſhut up during the war, and to 
be baniſhed when we are at peace; and that the 
people confirm your judgment. 3H 
Barbarous fad —*© We all equally hate royalty; 
but when we are going to judge him who was King 
of France, we are about to paſs ſentence on a man, 
and hiſtory will record our opinions. I am of opi- 
nion, that his crimes ate evident, though he may 
deny ſome facts. I alſo wiſh, that the defence ſet 
up for him may be anſwered; and that he may be 
charged with all the acts for which his agents were 
not reſponſible.” In the reſt of his ſpeech be at- 
tacked the defence of Lovis as frivolous; ſaid he 
was guilty ; that his violability was repugnant to the 
ſacred principles of nature, and that he ought to ex- 
patiate his crimes by death. | 5 

Leguinio ſaid—“ That he would rather die, even 
by the ſword of a tyrant, than judge a tyrant with= 
out obſerving the forms of juſtice. He declared, on 
the contraty, that the aſſaſſin of tyrants had deſerved 
the thanks of mankind, and that if he could aſſaſſi- 
nate them all at once, he would not fail to do wn. 

„Louis, ſaid he, had the power and the means of 

preventing the plots of conſpirators, the emigration of 
the diſcontented, and the league of foreign powers 
againſt France. Had he really had at heart the 
cauſe of liberty, you would have had no perſon to 
combat. But who gave the orders to fire on the 10th 
bf Augaſt? It is neceſſary for the fafety of the peo- 
ple that the tyrant be immediately judged, as out 
perfidious enemies are every where endeavouring 
to compals our ruin.“ | 


( 442 


The ſpeech, of this blood- thixſty man was inter- 
tupted by the loudeſt burſts of applauſe. Barrere, 
the preſident, roſe, and in the moſt poignant and 
indignant terms, recalled che members to the re- 


ſpett dae to the repreſentatives of the people. He 


Was poly laughed at, and the refraQtory continued 
their villainous deriſion as long as they choſe. The 


_ 


Preſideht then put on his hat, and ſeveral Members 
approached the table, and demanded the fitting to de 


broke up.. 8 101 
In the evening of the ſame day Teilhard was 
choſen Preſident. F 


[3 


On the aBth following, State Papers were read: 


The firſt was an official note from the Chevalier Oca- 
riz, the Spaniſh Charge d' Afaires to M. Lebrun, Mi- 


niſter for foreign affairs, dated Paris, Dec. 26, 1792 
of which the following is the ſubſtance: 


& It is with ſatisfaction, ſays M. Ocarix, I inform you of 
the diſarmament of Spain: the demand of neutrality inſiſted 
on by the French Miniſter was uſeleſs, ſince that neutrality 
exiſted. What will fortiſy theſe amicable diſpoſitions, will be 
the termination of the momentous affair which occupies the 
mind of every body. The manner in which the people of 
France will behave towards the unfortunate Louis XVI. will 


convince the world of their generoſity and moderation. His 


Catholic Majeſty does not wiſh, to interfere with the internal 
affairs of France, The trial, however, now in queſtion, is 


not indifferent to him; Louis XVI. is his relative, and his 


ancient ally, | 


I find it incumbent on my ſtation, to repreſent to you | 
certain general principles of juſtice, and of the rights of nati- 


ons. It is certain, that the opinions reſpecting the fate of 


Lovis XVI. are divided: If any acts of violence be commit- - 
ted, they will neither be imputed to the nation nor to the. go- 
vernment; but it will appear evident, that ſome private indi- 


viduals have more power than the nation and government. 


From that period the foreign powers will no longer have any. 


dependance on the proteſtation of France, on eng of 


7 


1 


commeree and alliance. A magnanimous conduct towards 
the royal. defendant, will produce quite contrary effects: the 
preſence of Lovis XVI. in foreign countries, will be a proof 
of the generoſity of France, a proof of her knowing how to 
combine moderation with victory; then ſhe may rely on a 
eneral and laſting peace. LETS , 
In tranſmitting theſe reflections to you, I ſirmp] preſent. 
the wiſh: of his Catholic Majeſty, and of 'the Spank nation. 
I deem it an honour to communicate to yor their urgent 
ardent interceſſions, which I entreat you to błing before the 


Convention.“ 45 
EI (ss igned)  OCARIZ. 
M. Le Brun, the Miniſter at War tranſmitted the 
above Letter, with the two State Papers in the Con- 


vention, in a Letter dated, ſuperſcribed, and ſigned 
as follows. 7 5 n ne * 61+ | 

| Paris, Dec. 27, Firſt Year of the Republic. 
Lebrun, Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to the Preſident of the 
| National Convention. 


© Laſt night I received a letter from the Spaniſh Charge'd* 
HAﬀaires, relating to the queſtion which this day takes up every 
moment of the National Convention, and fixes the attention 
of all Europe. The duties of my charge oblige me to tranſmit 
it to the National Convention, but I ought at the ſame time 
to communicate to them ſome particulars which are not fo- 
reign to this ſubject. The hoſtile preparations which for 
| ſome months paſf have been making in Spain, both by land 
and ſea, and the reciprocal meaſures of ſecurity taken on our 
part, having been the ſubje& of moſt urgent and moſt fre- 
quent complaints between the two governments, overtures 
have been made, the reſult of which has been to propoſe a re- 
eiprocal diſarmament, on condition that Spain ſhould previouſly 
| =” us a formal and unequivocal declaration of its neutrality 
during the preſent war. Theſe negociations entered into 
_ three months ago, were, for a moment, interrupted at the 
of the retreat of Count d Aranda; but it was not long 
before they were reſumed by his ſucceſſor, who himſelf re- 
queſted- to continue them, T mould feel great ſatisfaction in 
being now able to announce their iſſue, had I not ſome reaſon 
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( 11g ) 
id believe that this condeſcenſion on the part of the Court of 
Madrid, depends, in ſome manner, on a condition which muſt 
diminiſh its merits. 


& In fact, Citizen Preſident, the moment I received the two. 
notes incloſed, one of which contains the diſpoſition, of the 


Spaniſh court towards a neutrality, and the other propoſes the 


method to be adopted for effecting the projected diſarmament, 
T learned that the Duke of Alcudia had not concealed from the 
Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, that one of 
the powerful motives which had determined the Catholic King 
to have ſome intercourſe with us, was, that he might have 
ſome influence on the fate of the late King, his couſin. 

« I have been ſince more particularly convinced of theſe 
_- diſpoſitions, and the National Convention will convince them- 
ſelves of them, by the contents of the letter of the Chevalicr 
Ocar1z, who remained at Paris in the capacity of Charge d 
| Aﬀaires of Spain, ſince the 10th of Auguſt, on which I ſhall 

make.no further obſervations. gel! | 


(Signed) LE BRUN.” 


A Copy of the Official Note, containing the Declaration 


of Neutrality of the Court of Spain. 


< The French Government having ſignified to that of 


Spain, the wiſh of ſeeing the neutrality which actually ſub- 
fiſts between both nations formally proved, his Catholic Ma- 


jeſty has authoriſed the Underſigned, his firſt Secretary of 


tate, to declare by this note, that Spain will, on her-part, 
obſerve the ſtricteſt neutrality in the war where 
finds herſelf engaged with other powers. 2 
This note ſhall be exchanged at Paris, for another ſign- 
ed by the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, in which the ſame 
aſſurances ſhall be given on the part of France. 100 
Done at Madrid, Dec. 17, 1792. | 


(signed) = FIRMADA, DUKE of ALCUDIA.” 
(A Trux Copy.) 377 
The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, Lx BRUx.“ 


„ I A Copy 
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A Copy of the Note relative to tie Diſarmament pris 
poſed by the Court of Spain. 


The Catholic King, in conſequence of the 2 agreeck 
upon by this power and the French Government, from an 
aſſurance of the friend{kip and good faith of the French Na- 
tion, will order the troops who: beſet the frontiers to be with-- 
drawn therefromy retaining in the fortreſſes the number requi- 
Ate for their fervice, and that of their reſpective detachments, 
which ſhall be executed immediately after France ſhall have 
delivered the like declaration, promiſing on her part to act in 
the fame manner. Commiſſaries ſhall be appointed on each 
fide to aſſiſt᷑ in the execution of this, at the epoch appointed 
and all the meafures ſhalt be taken by one common accord 
acting with that good faith which is required. | 
This note, 1igned by the firſt Secretary of State of his 
Cathoke Majeſty, ſhall be exchanged at Paris for another 
figned by the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, in which the 
fame aſſurances ſhall be given on the part of France 
Done at Madrid, December 17, 1792 


(Signed) FIRMADA, DUKE of ALCUDIA.” 
(A Ton Cory.) : | 
3 (Signed) © LE BRUN. E 


Aſter the reading of this letter, a Memberexclaim= 
ed, That it did not become a deſpot to preſcribe le. 
fons to the French Nation; and that to convince 
him of their contempt, they ſhould: immediately calt 
for the order of the day, and refer the letters to the 
Diplomatie Committe. 1 

Thuriot was of the fame opinion, and prayed of 
the Convention not to be influenced were all the 
tyrants on carth'to join in à league againſt them; 
he made feveral ſevere remarks on the good under- 
ſtanding now ſubſiſting between Great Britain anÞ 
Spain; and moved, that no writings, whether they 

. came 
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tart from abroad, or from the internal parts of the 
kingdom, ſhould be read before Louis XVI. was 
Judged. e Fa q 

On the motion of M. Carra, the Convention = 
decreed, “ That the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs 
ſhall inform them, if M. Bourgoing, their Ambaſſa- '1 
dor, had been acknowledged by the Court of Madrid, | 
as Ambaſſador from the French Republic; and 11 
ſhould he not be acknowledged, to recal him imme- 18 
diately.“ | 1 

With regard to the letter, the Convention paſſed - | 
to the order of the day, and the pieces were referred . 
to the Diplomatic Committee. | 1 

The opinions on the King's judgment were then 
reſumed. | | 555 

Lequinio, who could not finiſh his opinion in yeſ- 
terday's fitting, maintained that Louis ought to be 
finally judged by the Convention. 

Buzot maintained, that it was neceſſary that the 
Convention ſhould © condemn Louis to ſuffer. 
death, and afterwards to refer his caſe to the gene- 
rolity of the ſovereign people. 

Faure pretended, that the Convention had no right 
to judge Louis. He moved, that a ſeparate com- 
miſſion of 84, choſen by the 84 departments, be ap- 
pointed to judge him, 6: REG 

Rabaut St. Etienne, in a moſt eloquent ſpeech, de- 
clared, that the nation had not ſent deputies to judge 
Louis. He proved this argument by the impoſſi- 
bility that the nation ſhould have forgotten the 
eternal principle—A legiſlator cannot be. a judge, 
«. The people, ſaid he, treat us as their mandatories, 
their repreſentatives, their legiſlators, but not as 
their judges. They have ſent you to delegate the 
xowers, and not to exerciſe them.” He drew, in a 

moſt maſterly manner, a ſimile from what had hap- 
12 pened- 


r 


pened in England with regard to Charles I. and from 
what was going forward in France, reſpecting 
Louis XVI. He proved, that the functions of. 
judges and legiſlators ought never to go together. 
He obſerved, that after the death of Cromwell, royalty 
returned with the tragical end of the judges of 
Charles: he aſſignęed as a reaſon for thoſe events, 
the pity which uled to return to the. breaſt of the 
people after the commiſſion of too raſh and precipi- 
tate an action. He alſo aſſigned as another reaſon 
of the re-eſtabliſhment of royalty in England, the 
uſurpation of the rights of the people on the part of 
the Engliſh Parliament, who then were the moſt ab- 
Jett ſlaves of Cromwell, He ſaid, that had the opi- 
nion of the people of England been conſulted; thoſe 
events would never have happened. Fe declared 
with great emotion, that the hurry ud precipita— 
tion made uſe of in the affair of the King, were re- 
pugnant to every principle of juſtice, reaſon, and 
humanity. 2 | Ke e 
Rabaut concluded his ſpeech with theſe remarka- 
ble words: * If indeed, the judges are at the ſame 
time legiſlators; if they, decide the laws, the form, 
and the time; if they accuſe and if they condemn); 
if they have all the legiſlative authority, all the exe- 
cutive, and all the judiciary powers, it is not in 
France, *tis in Conſtantinople, *tis in Liſbon, *tis 
in Goa, that liberty muſt be fought! For my part, 
I confeſs myſelf tired with my portion of deſpotiſm ; 
I am fatigued, harraſſed, tortured with the tyranny 
I now exerciſe, and ſigh after the moment when a 
national tribunal ſhall be eſtabliſhed, by which I may 
ceaſe to wear the form and ſemblance of a tyrant. 
Pronounceon the criminality of Louis, but refer 
the puniſhment to the lovereign people, whoſe man- 
Lieſort 
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Lefort ſtill entertained the ſame ſentiment he had 
before declared, reſpetting the inviolability of the 
King. If, however, ſaid he, ſentence muſt needs be 
pronounced on him, let each department ſend an 
advocate ta Paris.for that purpoſe :—a legal and 
conſtitutional jury would thus be formed. 

Buzot propoſed an appeal to the people. | 

Robeſpierre inveighed in the groſſeſt language 
againſt the Members, who wiſhed for the appeal to 
the people, reſpetting the judgment of Louis; he 
called the Primary Aſſemblies, bodies that would 
deſtroy all liberty; he predicted civil war, and all 
kinds of domeſtic evils, if Louts was not brought to 
the block. | 5 | 

Duchatelet combatted the blood-thirſty arguments 
of Robeſpierre, and maintained that the life of 
Lovis was more a ſeries of pitiable errors, than of 
real crimes. He maintained, that there was no law 
by which he could be condemned, and voted fo 
his baniſhment, | | 

Six Members ſpoke in this fitting, moſt of them 
for the baniſhment of Louis Carer, others for a 
more rigorous puniſhment ; -but all, one excepted, 
for referring his fate to the Primary Aſſemblies. 


On the 20th of December, the following intereſt - 
ing report, reſpetting the King, was made to the 
Council by Coubiere: * On the 19th Louis, ac- 
cording to his wonted cuſtom, roſe at half paſt ſeven. 
He dreſſed himſelf haſtily, took up a book, aſked 
for a knife to cut open the leaves, and read for half 
an hour. This book was a Breviary. _ 

At nine o'clock breakfaſt was ſerved up. 1 
2 not breakfaſt to day,” ſaid Louis; © *tis a 
alt,” 3 EIS 

© It is not,” obſerved Cubieres, © a good qua- 
lity in a King to be devout; for Charles the Ninth, 
and Henry the Third, were devout alſo.” | 
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The Valet (Clery), who is both a wag and a 
patriot, ſaid—« The Church orders faſting at the 


age of twenty-one, I have paſled that age, and am 


no longer obliged to keep faſts. Since Louis does 
not chooſe to breakfaſt, I will even take that trou- 
ble upon myſelf for his fake.*”*-—He indeed break. 
faſted before the very eyes of Louis, who then re- 
tired for a few minutes. | 
Malefkerbes, one of Lovt1s's Counſel, came ta 
the Temple on Thurſday morning, and offered to 


empty his pockets in my preſence. He ſhewed me 


a few crowns, and ſaid, theſe I believe were coined 


under the ancient government.—1 have likewiſe by 
me two keys, and ſome papers reſpetting the treaty 
of Pillnitæ, which the King ſtands in need of.“ 

It is remarkable, that this Counſel and his col- 
leagues always ſay the King and to the King; for our 
own part, we only call him Louis. 

Maleſherbes farther obſerved, © I have alſo by me 
the Moniteur and ſome other journals. 

Coubteres, © You, Maleſherbes, are a friend to 


Lovis ;—how can. you then convey papers to him, 


{o replete with ſentiments of public indignation 
againſt him.“ nM 

Maleſherbes. The King is not like a man of the 
vulgar ſtamp; be is ſtrong-minded, and his energy 
of ſoul raiſes him above all that can be ſaid or done. 

Coubieres. © You are an honeſt man; but ſup- 
pole you were not, you might bring him poiſon 
You might adviſe him to taſte it.“ (Here Maleſherbes 
was quite at a nonplus.) After a longpaule he ſaid, — 
« Were the King cf the philoſophical religian, were 


he a Cato, he might commit ſuicide. But the King is 


a pious and chriſtian man, knows that his religion 
forbids him to take away his own life; he will never 
kill bumlelt,” 8 e ILY 

; In 
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In che fitiings during the three laſt days of Decem- 
Her Citizen Biroteau ſtated, that the late Monarch 
being driven from the throne, was effectually nothing 
more than a private citizen; in viewing him in 
chat light, he could be charged with no crime. 
It therefore became the Convention to try him as 
a King? but wall ſuch a meaſure be a meaſure of 
policy?—lInconteſtibly, not. The death of Louis 
will blend a civil with a foreign war; and there is no 
doubt but that all the Powers of Europe wilt in that 
<aſe be engaged againſt us; ſo that we ſhall have to 
combat with numerous foreign as well as inteſtine 
enemies. Thoſe who contend with ſo much ear- 
neſtneſs for the death of Louis, may he conſider- 
ed as intereſted in ſuch an event; and how vill it 
appear to the world, when 1t ſhall be known that a 
ſmall, an inconſiderable party in Paris uſurps to 
itſelf the right of dictating to eighty-four depart- 
ments, and twenty-four millions of inhabitants. 
Scandalous decrees have been made by the depart- 
ments, tending to excite, an the pars of the peo- 
ple, a revengeful ſpirit againſt their repreſentatives, 
provided they ſhould not att conformably to the 
particular ſentiments of theſe departments. One 
of their owni body { Robeſprerre) {angled out no 
{maller a number Ma ſix hundred. and forty-five 
deputies for popular vengeance. He durſt main- 
tain in the Convention the day before, that 
it contained two hundred patriots only. The Con- 
vention, ſenſible of the danger in which it might be 
placed by ſuch ſcandalous dottrines, ought to hake. 
off its ſupineneſs, and examine into the plots of the 
traitors it has hitherto nouriſhed in jts own boſom. 


He now moved, 


That it ſhall be determined in the Convention, by the voice 
of the Es taken individually, whether any actual 
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proof exiſts that Louis has conſpired aint his coun- 


Thal it ſhall be decided in a ſimilar manner, whether the 
trial of Louis ought, or ought not, to be referred to pri- 
mary aſſemblies: 

That an abſtract of all the crimes with which Lovis is 
charged, ſhall be made out by the Conſtitutional committee 

which ſhall alſo produce the papers employed as proofs, to 
the end that they may be printed and tranſmitted to all the 
commons of the Republic, to enable them to determine on 
his fate. | 


After a flight diſcuſſion of the above motion a 
member (Cuyter) made another one, to t follow- 
ing effect; 


That the late Monarch, as well as his wife and children, 

ſhall be for ever baniſhed from the French Territories : 

That provided they ſhould again enter France, they ſhall be 
put to death; and that it hall be in the power of wy Citi» 
zen to kill them: 

That at certain intervals throughout the kingdom, columns 
ſhall be erected, on which ſhall be inſcribed the perpetual 
baniſhment of kings, and the eternal, inalienable rights of 
the people: 

That this decree ſhall not be executed till the concluſion of 

- the war: 


That until that time, Lovis and his only ſhall be preſerved 
as hoſtages: 


That the remembrance of the happy delivery of France ſhall 
be preſerved by a feſtival: 


That the people ſhall be invited immediately to ſanRtion this 
decree. 
In addition to the ſecond article of the preceding 
motion, reſpetting the puniſhment of death, a 
member moved, 


That a reward of five hundred thouſand livres ſhould be vo- 
ted to the perſon who ſhould in caſe of his ann kill 
Louis on the French teritory, 


Another moved, 


That Lovis ſhould be declared 5 and deſerving , of 


Ts death; 


1 
death; reſerving to the French people, as their right, the 


power of confirming or changing this puniſhment. 


A third member was of opinion, that an appeal on 
this occaſion to the nation itſelf would be attended 
by the inevitable conſequence of producing quarrels 
and parties. He therefore thought, that the fate of 


Lovis ſhould be determined by the Convention 5 


itſelf. 
The old argument of the incompatibility of the 
two functions of legiſlator and judge was revived by 
a member, who moved in concluſion, 2 
That the guilt of Lovis being eſtabliſhed by the Convention, 
the | nature of his puniſhment ſhould be referred to the 
Nation. h 
Vergniaud now aſcended the tribune. - After ha- 
ying eſtabliſhed what ought to be underſtood by the 
ſovereignty of, the people, after having inſiſted, 
that decrees could have no legal effect, unleſs in- 
veſted with their formal or tacit ſanction, he main- 
tained that it belonged to the people alone, to pro- 
nounce on the trial of the late Monarch. He 
would not defend the abſurd dogma of inviolability; 
but the nation had accepted the conſtitution, which 
vas the expreſſion of the general will. It could 
therefore, he inſiſted, belong to the people only, 
to declare that they renounced this conſtitution and 
entered again into a plenitude of their rights. 
Troubles,“ ſaid the deputy, “have been ſpo- 


ken of; but they exiſt in Paris alone; the depart- . 


ments are peaceable; they reſpect the laws, and 
wiſh for order. Paris itſelf—if we underſtand by 


the expreſſion, the citizens of this populous me- 


tropolis, who have made ſo many ſacrifices to liber- 
ty Paris is calm; and were it not for a {mall band 
of aſſaſſins, of ſanguinary monſters, - of cannibals 
wito dare to call themſelves the people, this city, in 
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common with all the others of the republic, might 
expett every thing from concord. 

Lou have been told, by deſigning men, of in- 
trigues which will agitate the primary aſſemblies, 
provided you fhould refer to them the ſentence of 
Lovis? but why not dread theſe intrigues, when 
you ſhall ſubmit to them the eſtabliſhment of a re- 
publican government? Everlaſting declaimers, agree 
among yourſelves! You have viewed the major 

part of the nation as compoſed of intriguing, of 
moderate men, of ariſtocrats, of ſworn enemies to 
liberty; and your philanthropic modeſty has taken 
occahon to calumniate the whole human race. 

« You have afhrmed that virtue 25 in a minority 
upon the earth, Citizens! Catiline was alfo in a 
minority in the Roman Senate: and had this mino- 
rity carried its point, there would have been an end 
to the Roman Republic, Cazales and Maury were 
alſo in a minority in the Conſtituent A ſſembly; if 
this minority had obtained a victory, the liberty 
of France would have been for ever annihilated. 

« Your ears have been inceſſantly dinned by 
the terrifying cry of civil war: it is a calamit 
tonged for by thoſe who unremittingly diſtill the poi- 
ſon of calumny on the trueſt friends of freedom 
who, thirſting after blood, are pleaſed with the ſight 
of the mutilated bodies of their victims, and wha 
hold the axe of proſcription aver the heads of 
thoſe who favour the ſovereignty of the people, 
Panting after this object (a civil war), they declare 
themſelves in a ſtate of inſurrection, and diſplay the 
poignards *, ſharpened for your deſtruc- 

tion, provided your determination ſhould not ac- 
cord with their private intereſts, They treat as miſ- 
creants, as cowards, as enemies of our country 
we who braved the authors of the horrid crimes 

Walch N committed 
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committed on ad of September, who, on the 10th 
of Auguſt, quitted the chair to demand at the tri- 
bunal the forfeiture of Lovis; whilſt theſe men, 
courageous in their lurking holes, waited the iſſue of 
the combat between liberty and deſpotiſm.““ 

M. Vergniaud now treated the queſtion in a poli- 
tical point of view, and drew a moſt melancholy 
picture of the preſent ſtare of France. 

& Haraſled,”” ſaid he, “ by internal diſtractions, 
attacked, diſmembered even by her enemies, ſhe pre- 
ſents to us a mere heap of ruins. Unhappy Pari- 
fians! you who are ſo worthy of liberty, but who 
ſubſiſt by the labour of your hands alone ! what will 
become of you, when, deprived of all your ſources of 
induſtry, the city you inhabit ſhall no longer contain 
any others than thoſe perfidious monſters who dare 
to call themſelves your friends! You will then de- 
mand bread. Well! this is the frightful language 
which will be held out to you: You are oppreſſed by 
hunger—go jnto the caverns filled with dead bodies, and 
nourtſh .yourſelf with the ruits of my rage Thirſt 
torments yY0U—BLOOD, BLOOD! N 

« I truſt, that in this ocean of evils, liberty will 
ſwim, will buoy itſelf on the ſurface ; but my un- 
happy country will then be like the monuments of 
Egypt. Externally, we are ſtruck by their majeſtic 
grandeyr ; but on entering them, what do we find? 
Aſhes, and the ſilence of the tombs !” 1 
M. Vergniaud now demanded, that the following 
queſtians ſhould he put to the vote. Shall the will 
of the people be conſulted? and in what manner? 

Dubois de Crance maintained, that the judgment 
of Lov 1s be not referred to the Primary Aſſemblies. 
He quoted the paſlage in . J. Rouſſeau, which had 

been quoted before by M. Deſeze, the council of 
Lovis XVI, by which the appeal to the people is 
[EE condemned, 
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condemned. Lot us brave dangers,” ſaid he, 
« and if our heads roll at the feet of the deſpots, 
the people will then ſay that we have faved the 
country.” 

Another member ſecpoded the opinion of Vergs 
niaud, and declared himſelf againſt the ſections of 
Paris, who endeavoured to exerciſe their influence 
on: the judiciary proceedings of the Convention, by 
demanding the blood of Louis. 

Moreau declared, that if in caſe the people of 
France ſhould not wiſh for the death of Carer, 
the Convention ought ſtill. to paſs ſentence of death 
upon him, to fave the people from prejudice. In 
concluding his ſpeech, he turned towards the Moun- 
tain, where Equality prefided, | 

On the firſt of January M. Jean: Bon-Saint-Andre 
refuted the defence of Louis. He found nothing 
but ſophiſms in the firſt part; and the latter part 


|, weak and ridiculous.” The appeal to the people he 


conſidered as a projett to diſſolve the National Con- 
vention. He was ſevere againſt his antagoniſts. He 
accuſed them of having propoſed only ſanguinary 
laws. According to his opinion, the Convention 
| was a Revalition Aſſembly, created by the people. 
In conſequence, he demanded the previous queſ- 
tion on the appeal to the people, and urged the 
Convention to paſs ſentence upon Louis. | 

M. Petit attempted to anſwer all the ſpeeches for 

and againſt the accuſed, His opinion was, that 
Lov1s is guilty—that he ought to be judged—that 
the Convention was the proper tribunal—that his 
ſentence ought to be 964 4 or perpetual impriſon- 


ment—and that an appeal ſhould be made to the 
people, to chooſe which of theſe Altatnatiues they 


Bri iſo 


pre erred, 
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Briſſot declared that Louis was guilty, and wor- 
thy of death; he urged that it was neceſſary to make 
an appeal to the people in the primary aſſemblies; 
ſuch a meaſure being required by the general ſafety, 
and by the diſpoſition of nations and foreign pow- 

ers. | TAE 
On the following day Guillemart maintained that 
an appeal to the people was abſolutely neceſſary; he 
ſaid it was more conformable to the intereſts of the 
Republic to keep Louis in perpetual confinement, 
than to puniſh him with death. He ſaid, that the 
death of a king did not deſtroy royalty, and that a 
ſtrangled ſultan, had never yet emancipated Aſia. 

Carra, a blood-thirſty Jacobin, voted for the 
death of Louis, and obſerved, that it was not the 


diſcharge of a piſtol, or gun, that terminated the - 


affair of the 10th of Auguſt: The National Con- 


vention ought to pronounce definitively and irre- 
vocably concerning the deſtiny of Louis. The 
Convention is the proper judge of Louis, for this 
| reaſon, the people made no repriſals on that me- 
morable day.” | J | 


He was x ono the appeal to the people. He re- 


futed the defence ſet up for Louis. He found no- 
thing in it but ſubterfuges, paradoxes, denials, and 
every kind of falſity. He endeavoured to repreſent 
the fears that had been excited on that account as 
puſillanimous, and as the effect of a falſe ſenſibility. 
In taking off the head of Louis, M. Carra was of 
opinion, that the Convention would for ever anni- 
hilate royalty, which would not fail to be regene- 
rated if he was ſuffered to live. He viewed the 
future under the happieſt aſpect. He ſaw all na- 
tions deſtroying their baſtilles, and making fuch re- 


volutions as thoſe of the 10th of Auguſt. He con- 
_ Kdered the appeal to the people as abſurd, . becauſe 
[ e | I the 
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the Convention would in this way give importanes 
to an individual, which was due alone to the con- 
ſtitution, when it ſhould have been preſented to the 
eighty- four departments; and he believed it to be 

a ſnare to make a diviſion between the Convention 
and the people. | 

| Genſonne, in a moſt eloquent beech, vindicated 
thoſe members who voted for an appeal to the peo- 
ple; he unmaſked in ſtriking colours, the villainous 
faction under the name of the Mountain; he'ae- 
cuſed them as a contemptible minority, who wiſned 
to control the Convention to occaſi OH civil war, 
and whoſe defigns were only founded « on bloodſhed, 
troubles, and cruelt 

He reprobated he 8 fan gulnary cries of the Gaſ. 
cons of the 10th of A who boaſted of having 
ſaved the Republic. „Some among them,” ſaid 
he, © may, perhaps, have contributed to the revo- 
lution by inſtind, like the geeſe of the capital; but 
the Romans,” ſaid he, © to ſhew their gratitude to 
thoſe ſpecies of liberators, did not transform them 
into diftators and Tribunes.”” 

On the gd of January, Dartigotte gave his opinion: 
he ſeemed at firit to incline towards the appeal of the 
people; but afterwards gave it as his opinion, that 
| ſuch a proceeding would be deſtruttive of liberty. 

Petion ſpoke afterwards in favour of the appeal 

to the people; he refuted the objeQions to that 
wary he ſpoke with energy againſt the abettors 
of crimes ; againſt thoſe who dared to maintain pub- 
liely that the wrath and vengeance of the people 
mult light upon the Repreſentatives of the Nation, 
if Louis was not found guilty of death. He invited 
all good citizens to unite againſt that horde of 
robbers, who only breathed murder and carnage. In 


e 


we ſubſequent parts of his ſpeech, he belied the 


good 


- 
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good opinion which one could not help entertaining 
of his loyalty, by moving, © That Louis XVI. 
be found guilty, cad to die, and his ſentence 
referred to be ratified by the Primary Aſſemhlies.“ 
On the 4th of January Barbaroux roſe and moved 


That the hearing of opinions, on the trial of Lo vis 
XVI. be cloſed in 24 hours. 


Thuriot, to haſten the deliberation, ſuggeſted that 


the opinions of the ſpeakers ſhould be printed. 

Puyravaux felt, that there were inconveniences 
in both theſe propoſitions, In ah enlightened Legi/- 
lative deliberation he thought the diſcuſſion might 
be cloſed before all the orators ſhould be heard. 
Here, however, the Convention did not fit in a le- 
viſlative but in a juridical capacity, to perform the 
functions of a jury. Whether the Convention 
{ſhould be CT in the light of an aſſembly of 


judges or jurors, no earthly power could, in eitber 


of theſe qualities, prevent its members from de- 
claring their opinion. We mult refute,““ con- 
cluded the ſpeaker, „the defence of Louis Carter, 

otherwiſe we ſhall be charged with injuſtice.” 
Ihe order of the day was called for. 


Lecointe, Puyravault, Barbaroux, Buzot, and Mas 


rat oppoſed the order of the day; the latter would 
force a ſpeech on the Convention, who were obliged 
to ſilence him by a deerce. 


. 


Barrere ſpoke afterwards againſt the appeal to the 


PRAMIE: A ooo 2 N 
He divided his diſcourſe into five general heads; 
The firſt related to fails and forms, He recalle 
to the attention of his hearers the late miferies of 
France, and the plots which had been fet on foot to 
annihilate her liberty. Theſe conſpiracies, he ſaid, 
were not the work of; the fugitive Generals, the vile 


inſtruments of a perfidious court; they were not 
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the work of the imbecile Prieſts, the fanatical a gents 
of that court; neither were they wrought by the 
haughty emigrants: No, they were the works of 
Kings for Kings, brought about by the guilty Louis 
who. had made, innumerable attempts on the freedam 
of the ſtate. 

His next head Nclöted tb e pf l:; and 


on this occaſion he propoſed an open ſcrutiny, as 


the moſt ſolemn proceſs. 


Inviolability was conſidered under the third head : 


the member denied that it could be applied to the 
preſent caſe of Louis Carer. © 
With reſpe& to an appeal to the people, which 


8 he next conlidered, much as he admired the talents 


of Vergniaud and Salles, he was obliged to differ 
from them on this head. © I poſſeſs (exclaimed 

« he) a republican auſterity, a ſeverity of princi- 
* ples, a fidelity to my truſt; and am influenced by 
« the terrible neceſſity of taking off a tyrant, to 
leave to tyranny no further hope of ſucceſs. 1 
* am therefore entirely againſt this appeal.“ 

The fifth and laſt head he entered into a variety of 
political conſiderations, reſpecting the probable ef- 


fekt the fate of Louis will have on the various 


courts of Europe Theſe conſiderations were fol- 
lowed up by reflections on the proceſs againſt Charles 


J. of England; and the attempts which were made 


againſt the perſons of his judges. 
He then moved, that the Conyention ſhoutd pro- 
ceed to vote at the tribunal, by a nominal call of its 


members, on the queſtion 'of fact, whether Lovis 


Carer was guilty of a conſpiracy? againſt the ſtate? 
That they ſhould next proceed to a nominal call, 


% 


on the application to Louis Carer of the law of the 


code of N Statutes, againſt thoſe who make an 
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attempt againſt the internal or external liderty of 


the ſtate. 

That it ſhall dherwiirds determine the fate of 
Louis Carter's family. 

In the fitting of the 5th, the official defenders of 
Louis XVI. lent a letter, in anſwer to. a freſh 
charge brought againſt their client by a member of 
the Convention—a charge which 1s not included in 
the declaratory att of the crimes of the King. The 
charge is relative to the note in which Bouille gives 
an account to Louis of the 990, ooo livres, which 
the former had received of him; and mentions that 


Bouille paid 2400 livres to M. Hey mann, who was 


ſent Ambaſſador to Berlin, for the Fee the King. 
The counſel of Louis ſaid, that their client never 
had the leaſt knowledge of that miſſion. He could 
not prevent his brothers from ſending agents in his 
name. As ſoon as he was informed of their pro- 
ceedings, he informed the National Aſſembly of 
what they had done. They alſo anſwered the charge 
brought againſt" Louis XVI. of having had two 


Miniſters, the one oſtenſible, and the other ſecret. . 


If this is true, ſaid they, why have not the ſmalleſt 


traces of a correſpondence with the emigrants been 


diſcovered OTE the numerous Papers found in the 


IThuilleries? 


The Convention decreed the publiſhing of this let- 
ter; and without having come to any determination 
upon the propoſal of M. 0 Offelin, that the diſcuſſion 

of the trial of Louis ſhould not be cloſed, before 
the ſpeakers who intended powerfully to refute i it, 
had been heard; nor upon that of M. Charrier, 


who demanded that firſt of all, it ſhould be. decided 
by yes, or no, whether the appeal t to the 55.268 
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From this period until the 14th of January 
| which was the day from which the fate of Lovis 


began to draw to a final criſis, nothing important 


happened in the deliberations of the Convention 
which might have been particularly worthy ta be 
placed on the records of this abominable trial—de- 
putations and addreſſes were read at the har of the 
Convention, praying that the blood of Il ov1s XVI. 

might be ſhed. "Amongſt others M. Real, the ſub- 
ſtitute of the procurator of the Common, making 
his report, ſtated, that the fermentation which ex- 
iſted at Paris, was owing to the trial of the King 


The people cried aloud, Lovis XVI. ought to loſe 


his life. 

The triumph of crime and villainy now lifted the 
axe againſt Lovu1s's devoted head; and, Thould this 
have failed by way of the mock proceedings of the” 
Convention, there was a hundred parties who thirſted 

after his blood, and threatened every moment to 
_ plunge a thouſand daggers into - his heart, More 
than 80,000 federates were already arrived, with up- 
lifted weapons, and the ſignal of range and civil 
war was hourly expetted to be given. 


Equality, at the head of more than't5,000 deſpera- 


does, under the denomination of Sans Culottes, had 
conceived the project of taking the Temple by ſtorm, 


and embruing his hands with the blood of the King 
and his family, ſhould the doom be delayed a mo- 


ment longer than his thirſt of blood have cho- 
ſen to grant. — He was powerfully- feconded by the 


mob of the Fauxbourgs, and his creatures were to 


Teize upon the cannon at the arſenal. The Jaco- 
bins had declared themſelves to be in a ſtate of in- 
ſurrettion, and ſworn to exterminate one half of the 


Convention, and the party of Roland, 


* | „ 
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e +. a member of the Convention, moved, 
in one of their infernal fittings, to ſeize the King, 
to cut him in 84 pieces, to ſmoke each piece, and 
ſend one to every department, where it was to be 
burnt under the Tree of Liberty. 

The King remained in the calm of majeſtic ine" 
nation at the Temple, ignorant {till of the torments 
which his ſubjetts were preparing for him. — Gene- 
ral Santerre, the commander in chief of the Pariſian 

forces was inſulted at the theatre, and ſome of his 
Wen were wounded: by the federates— In ſhort the 

Ital exhibited more horrors and boding events 
of cruelty than ever appeared in the 3 of 
hiſtory. 

The King's eldeſt daughter ud W ill. 
and could not obtain medical relief for ſeveral days, 
at laſt it was granted by the Gn e amidſt 

a a thouſand murmurs. 
. The King ſpent his unhappy moments in devotion 
and moral literature, Maleſherbes adminiſtered to 
him all the comforts which circumſtances would al- 
low. him to adminiſter to his royal maſter. This 

truly virtuous man was one of the beſt friends of 
his Majeſty, and all Europe applauded his noble and 
firm attachment to the fallen Monarch. _ 

An Englith gentleman, it is ſaid, ſent him one day 

* a @letter, 5 which- the following expreſſions were 
cContained:—“ It is a comfort to the generous and 
feeling mind, that the moſt unfortunate of Kings 
has the moſt virtuous of men for his defenders.” 
NM. Maleſherbes anſwered this paſſage in our coun- 
man's letter, in theſe words:—< If my efforts 
be beſtowed in. vain, the defender of the moſt vir- 
tuous King will be the moſt unfortunate of 
men.“ 5 


— 
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All thoſe whom nature forced to comrgiſerate the 
fate of the unhappy Monarch, were marked out for 
proſecution: the Common of Paris iſſued a warrant 
to apprehend a national Gendarme, who was found 
diſtributing a pamphlet in one of the ſections, tend- 


ing to intereſt the public opinion in his behalf, and 


the poor fellow was apprehended and committed to 
be tried for his hfe, © 3 
The city of Rouen in Normandy, to expreſs its 
abhorrence at the treatment of its King, cut down 
the tree of liberty, and began to riſe in his favour, 
but it was foon fubdued by a ſuperiour armed force. 
In the inting of the 14th of January, the follow- 
ing proceedings took place in the National Conven- 
tion, reſpetting the theatres which had been ſhut 
from fear of an inſurrection: _. 25 
Buxot informed the Covention that the Common 
of Paris had ordered the play -houſes to be ſhut for 
the preſent day. He maintained that ſuch a reſolu- 
tion would be productive of the greateſt evils, and 
moved that the Preſident do write to the Municipa- 


lity to let the theatres open and ſhut as they uſed to 


do. | % | 
Thuriot defended the conduR of the Municipality, 


and ſaid it was neceſſary to preſerve the hierarchy of 
powers. "re | 5 ped 4 | 


Ganſonue combated the opinion of Thuriot, and 


declared that the Convention had an inconteſtible 
right to watch over the general fafety, . 


when the Couucil General of Paris was ſo much 
behind in its duties; he cited, in ſupport of his ar- 

gument, the reſolution taken by the ſection des Gra- 
villiers, to have the parriers ſhut, and to eſtabliſh a 


jury to judge all thoſe members of the Convention 


rant, and another jury to iſſue the warrants. He 


who ſhould not vote for the death of Louis the Ty- 


"4 
— 
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moved that the Convention ſhould itſelf exerciſe its 
principal vigilance over Paris and its police. 

General Santerre, the commander in chief of the 
Pariſian forces, informed the Convention in a letter, 
that Paris was perfectly quiet. 


Manuel inferred from this letter, that nothing 


ought to oppoſe the opening of the theatres. 

A tumultuous debate enſued, and the Conven- 

tion called for the order of the day. 

Ker ſaint was ſuffered to ſpeak previous to the 
order. He ſaid that the meaſures employed by the 
Common of Paris were weak indeed—they wiſh, 
ſaid he, to ſuppreſs mobs, and till they permit the 
meeting of a ſociety where maſſacres are preached 
up every day. Even yeſterday the preſident of that 
ſociety durſt fay—* Tam in a ſtate of inſurrection, 
and will ſtab the firſt Royalliſt, Rolandiſt, Briſſotine, 
Fueillantine, or Cirondiſi” I ſhall meet with.—( Here 
violent murmurs interrupted the ſpeaker.) © What a 
tumult! There is no ſet of factious men that ſhall 
ever awe me.“ 

A moſt tumultuous debate enſued, which was 
finally ſuppreſſed by a motion made by Garat, the 


miniſter of juſtice, who appeared at the bar, and ſaid: Js 
This being the moment, when the Convention 


will perhaps decide the fate of Louis, 1 thought it 
my duty to inform them of a denunciation made 
againſt me, and one of the committees, before all 


Europe. NM. Bertrand de Molleville, ex-miniſter of 


the marine is the accuſer. The charge is printed in 
a ſupplement of the French Journal entitled Le Cou- 
rier de Londres, and the original is depoſited with 
the Lord Mayor of London. The acculer charges 
me with “ abominable prevarications committed in 
the trial of Louis XVI.”—{ Here the Miniſter was in- 
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Albit. Do not read us this accuſation. Ber- 


trand is an emigrant; he died a civil death, and a 


dead man cannot ſpeak.“ x 

. Garat—* Suffer me to read the charge. 

- Permiſhon to read was granted, and Garat read as 
follows: : 


DENOUNCIATION _ 


of Prevarications committed in the Trial of Louis 
XVI. addreſſed to the Natagnal Convention, by M. 
Bertrand de Moleville, Maſter of State of France. 


Mr. Preſident, e 
I denounce to the National Convention, to the French 
ople, to all Europe, notorious prevarications committed 
in the trial of Louis XVI. of which I will give proofs, that 
the guilty may be puniſhed. 8 
In the courſe of laſt month, I ſent to the keeper of the 
ſeals, ſome papers ſerviceable for the defence of Louis XVI. 
with a formal requeſt, that they might be delivered to him. 
I had imagined that the ſureſt way to convey them to ſo ſa- 


. + ered a deſtination, was to addreſs them to the Miniſter of 


Juflice, to whom I wrote the follow¾ing letter: 
The moſt ſacred duty of the Minifters of Juftice, Sir, 
« being that of maintaining the execution of all the laws, 
cc which ſecure to the accuſed the means of manifeſting their 
« innocence; and the moſt important of thoſe means. being 
« that of communicating ſuch papers and memorials as may 
« be uſeful for their defence It is to you, Sir, I addreſs my 
« requeſt; I am ſufficiently authoriſed, nay, even obliged to 
« do it, from having it in my power,- in quality of Ancient 
« Miniſter to the King, to point out to him ſome facts, and 
« proofs; which annihilate the chief articles of accuſation 
“ laid againſt him. Such is my title, and ſuch is the object 
& of my demand: You' will be ſenſible, Sir, that it cannot be 
« refuſed, without avowing oneſelf an accomplice of the moſt. 
& execrable crime in the memory of man.” | 
A few days after, I ſent under the dire&ions of this ſame 
miniſter, a parcel, addreſſed to M. Maleſberbes, ſuperſcribed, 
« Papers far. the juſtification of Lours XVI.“ I wrote, NE 


* 
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- ſame time, to Mr. Maleherbes, to appriſe him of thoſe two 
| parcels, praying him to fend for them: I am told this very 
day, that he went for them himſelf; and that the Miniſter of 
Juſtice made him this reply, that « Having no communication 
& with the priſoner, he had ſent the firſt parcel, which had 
tc been addreſſed to him, to the National Convention; and 
<« that the ſecond parcel, though addreſſed to M. Maleſberbes, 
e being ſuperſcribed with wels words, Papers for the juſti- 
& cation of Lovis XVI.'—thoſe words had made him think it 
cc his duty to ſend it likewiſe to the Convention.“ 


I will pauſe firſt upon theſe two facts, and obſerve, that 
the conduct of the Miniſter of Juſtice, in ſending to the 


Convention, papers addrefje to Louis XVI. brings to my 
mind that of the jailors an turnkeys of the priſons of the an- 
cient government, and the barbarous E with which 
they ſent to the commiſſary of the priſons, all the papers and 
memorials addreſſed to the accuſed; but then there was at 
leaſt a ſure means of conveying them to the perſons accuſed: 
one had but to addreſs them directly, either to the commiſſary 
of the priſons, or to the chief Judge: however, the Consti- 
tuent Aſſembly, exaſperated at the tardineſs of this method of 
conveyance,” and at the inhumanity of thoſe precautions, 
proſcribed -it formerly in their new criminal code. They de- 
creed, that not only the accuſed ſhould freely receive every 
paper and memorial uſeful for their defence; but moreover, 
that 24 hours after the demand being made by them, or their 


defender, a copy ſhould be delivered them of all the articles 


of their accuſation, as well as of the proceedings thereon : 
and when to be more certain of the execution of that law, I 
addreſs myſelf to the miniſter, ſpecifically charged with the 
maintenance of it, he does not ſtop at infringing it, under 
pretence that he has no communication with the accuſed! All 
the laws which protect him might then be equally violated by 
his very judges, if this atrocieus pretext was to be admitted 


for there is not one of them that may not ſay too, that he has 


no communication with the accuſed 
Wich regard to the parcel addreſſed to M Maleſberbes, the 
conduct of the Miniſter of Juſtice is {till more guilty. What, 
becauſe the ſuperſcription of that parcel announces, that it 
contain papers for the juſtification of Louis XVI. the Mini- 
{ter of Juſtiee could think - his duty not to ſend it to the 
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defender of Louis XVI. to whom it was addreſſed! What, 
is it on account of that ſuperſcription, (which I had looked 
upon as an inviolable ſafeguard, and as the ſureſt means of 
conveying it to its deſtination' without the leaſt delay) that the 
Miniſter of Juſtice is determined not only to ſtop it, but to ſend 
it to the ſame committee that has drawn up the act of accuſa- 
tion againſt Louis XVI? If there could ever exiſt a de- 
partment of judiciary aſſaſſinations, what other conduct could 
be more worthy of the Miniſter of this department, and what 
cou'd he do more, than deprive an accuſed man of the pa- 
pers neceſſary for his defence, and to deliver them into the- 
hands of his accuſers. wad ref? * | 
I ſubmit thefe conſiderations e juſtice of the National 
Convention, and reſume the ſeri of facts. 
Mr. Maleſherbes went to the committee to demand the par- 
cels addreſſed to LOUIS XVI. and his defenders; © he per. 
<« ceived that they had been opened, that there were | ugh 
printed pieces, and in one of the parcels ſome manuſcripts, 
« wich they did not ſuffer him to read, and which they told 
« him were public acts. They delivered him up the printed 
« pieces, but refufed to give him the manuſcripts, without 
« an order from the National Convention. A member of the 
committee went to the Convention, with the papers in his 
« hand, to demand an order. He came back, and told Ma- 
« Jeſherbes, that the Convention had paſſed to the order of the 
« day upon his demand, but he did not bring the pieces back; 
« he ſaid he left them on the table; and it did not appear to . 
4 M. Maleſherbes. that it has been proved by any act, that 9 
& thoſe papers had gone out of the committee. He demand- 
« ed how he ſhould have thoſe pieces? They all looked at 
« one another, and nobody replied.” ; 


One cannot impute to any but a clerk or a ſecretary, this 
very unreaſonable refuſal to M. de Maleſberbes, to let him only 
peruſe the acts and not the manuſcripts contained in one of 
| thoſe parcels. No member of the committee could, wiſh to make 
himſelf guilty of a prevaricatiou which a writer of any tribunal 
whatever could not commit without incurring the deſtitution 
pronounced by the law. ED 8 
I am alſo convinced, that the National Convention ed 
to the order of the day, on the requeſt of M. de Male * 
. | | | 3 only 


— 
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only becauſe they had not clearly heard it, or that it had not 
been fairly repreſented to them. It has; notwithſtanding, 


reſulted from thence that the cauſe of Louis XVI. has been 


pleaded, without his defenders having had the leaſt knowledge 
of theſe papers; unfortunately, they are not the only ones 
that have been kept a ſecret: and in this reſpect every poſſi- 
ble means oſ ſecurity have been taken, in obſerving, at the 


ſeizure of the King's papers, none of thoſe formalities pre- 


ſcribed. by the law, in order to convert them to a judiciary 
. uſe; they are, nevertheleſs, produced againſt him, as if all 
theſe formalities. had been ſtrictly eomplied with. But they 
went {till farther, they printed and publiſhed throughout the 
kingdom, in vaſt quantitigz a collection, ſaid to be complete, 

f all the papers found i the King's cloſet, &c.—and it is 
| Lcnpoſes only of thoſe among them which are judged to be 

ſuſceptible of ſome unfavourable interpretation, and which 
have been moreover envenomed by the moſt infamous and 
perfidious notes. The authors of this collection, and of theſe 


notes, will not ſurely fit among the number of the judges of 


Lovis XVI. no more than thoſe who, inſtead of confining 
themſelves to the mode of procedure in this judgment, have 
already openly and publickly, through the medium of the 
preſs, given their opinion on the grounds of the trial; for, 
according to the law univerſally eſtabliſhed, and conſtantly 
obſerved in all- criminal cauſes in every civilized perſon, be- 
fore hearing him, can'no more concur in his ſentence than his 


own accufers, Were it poſſible that this law could be vio- 


| lated in the judgment of Louis XVI. the whole nation 
would riſe 4 A the infractors, and would call on their 


heads the moſt exemplary puniſhment. 5 
Truſting with the greateſt confidence in the juſtice of the 


National Convention, I requeſt, that the pieces addreſſed to 


the Miniſter of Juſtice, to ſerve as a juſtification of Lovis 
XVI. be remitted to his counſel. | 
Among the numerous pieces which muſt have been found 
in the caſtle of the Thuilleries, and which have certainly been 
kept ſecret, as they are. not mentioned in the printed collec- 
tion, I will expoſe the following: | | 
Iſt. A letter wrote to King at the latter end of the month 
of July laſt, by three deputies of the legiſlative body, who 
had at that time a very prepondering influence in * 
| . 
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bly. The ſubjeft of this letter was to announce to the King 
the cataſtrophe of the roth of Auguſt, and to propoſe to him 
to recal Servan, Clavierre, and Roland, to the miniſtry, as the 
only method to prevent it. I have not read the letter, for, 


\ 


ſince my retreat from the miniſtry, I only ſaw the King in 


public; but I have been correctly informed of its contents. I 
will name thoſe perſons, and the three deputies who ſigned 
that letter, as ſoon as the proceſs of Louis XVIth ſhall be- 
gin to inſtruct them for and againſt, through the medium of 
information, as is the cuſtom in every criminal proceſs that 
ſtands a trial. This letter will at leaſt clearly prove, that the 
ſtreams of blood that were ſhed on the 10th-of Auguſt, ought 
not to be reproached to Louis XVI. but to the faction who 
aimed at the dethroning and murdering him, in order to re 
eſtabliſh Servan, Claviere, and Roland in the miniſtry, an 
whoſe ſucceſſes have not yet ſatiated their rage. Thierry, firſt 
Valet de Chambre to the King, was entruſted to deliver him 
this letter; he has ſince that been maſſacred, though he was 
not even on duty at the eaſtle on the 10th of Auguſt. 
2d. A ſecret plan, containing 21 articles, was agreed upon 
at Mantua, by the Emperor Le»pold, at the end of the mon h 
of March, 1791 2 the object of this plan was to re-eſtabliſh 
the King into his former authority: for this purpoſe the Em- 
peror was to enter France at the head of all his troops, at 
the beginning of the month of July following, at which pe- 
riod our armies and our frontiers were defenceleſs. The king 
alone could prevent and did prevent the execution of this plan. 
Nothing. was wanting but his fecret conſent, and he had no 
occaſion to conſult any perſon to refuſe it, becauſe the ſacrifi - 
ces to which the happineſs of. the people determined him, were 
always fincere. The only two Minifters who were inſtructed 
with theſe facts, and a number of others equally important for 
tie juſtification of the King, of whom they enjoyed and juſ- 
tified tae confidence ( Meſ. De Montmorim and De Lefſart) 
have been maſſacred; and unfortunately, it is very difficult 
to attribute to any thing but chance, the choice of victims 
aſlaſſinated on the 2d of September; as alſo, of ſuch of the 
pieces and papers of the King as have been withdrawn, or of 
which the publication has been delayed. However if the ſe- 
cret plan of Leopold is not found, I will, as ſoon as the infor- 
mation ſhall have been commenced, produce three * 
. ö ä 238 whe 


A 


who have a perfect knowledge of it, and who, from the uni- 


formity of their depoſitions, will be enabled to prove the ex- 
iſtence and the tenor of it, as clearly and completely as if 
the piece itſelf were produced. fs | | 


3d. A manuſcript written by the King himſelf,, in which 


he gives an account of every thing he has done ſince he aſ- 
cended the throne—of his projects, his views, and even of 
the faults he has to reproach himſelf this manuſcript, which 
may be looked upon as the faithful Portrait of Lovis the 
XVIth, drawn by himſelf, would now prove the moſt intereſt- 
ing piece on his trial. In this may be traced the force- of 
his virtues, and his conſtant love for the French Nation, 
even in the faults with which he reproaches himſelf. The 
exiſtence of this manuſcript is among the papers of the 
King ſeized in his Caſtle, and is proved in a letter lately 
addreſſed to M. De Maleſberbes by Mc De Liancourt. 

Such, Sir, are the facts to which I thought it my duty 
to call the animadverſion of the National 
the attentionof' all Europe, in giving to this denunciation all 
the publicity poſſible. I depoſit the minutes of them in the 
hands of the Lord Mayor of London, and I requeſt you, Sir, 
in your quality of Preſident, to give an account of them to 
the National Cn en; In failure of which, you will be 
notoriouſly reſponſible for the conſequences of their igno- 
rance of the facts contained in this memorial. | 

| (Signed) DE. BERTRAND. 


London, 8th Fan. 1793. 


Garat then ſaid: Bertrand accuſes the preſident, 
the commiſſions of 21, and of 12, and me above all, 


J 


of having prevaricated in keeping ſilence reſpect- 


ing the pieces ſent to them to be laid before the 
Convention, and before the defenders of Lovis 
XVI. Theſe pieces have long ago been printed, 
and thoſe which came to my hands I have forwarded 
to the Committee of 21.“ | | 
'Valaze ſaid, that all the pieces mentioned by Ber- 
trand, had been preſented to Maleſherbes, the 
| R - King's 
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| King's Counſel, who found them ſo very inſigniſi- 


cant, that he would make no uſe of them. 
The Convention paſſed to the order of the day, 


reſpedcting the letter of M. Bertrand. 5 


The great queſtion of the judgment of Louis 
was now diſcuſſed. n 5 . 
Lehardi moved, That it be firſt decreed by nomi- 
nal call, whether Louis was to be judged with or 


without the appeal to the people. 


Another member propoſed the following three 


a queſtions : 


iſt, Is it compatible with the intereſt of the ſtate 


chat Louis be depoſed? 


2d. Does the intereſt of the ſtate require that 
Louis be condemned to ſuffer death, or that he be 
condemned to perpetual impriſonment? © 5 

3d. Shall, in either caſe, the appeal to the peo- 
ple take place? „ ME iq 
Coulthon and Gauthier moved, That the queſtion 
be firſt put in the following manner: Is Louis 


guilty of high treaſon and conſpiracy againſt the li- 


rty of the nation? 8 
Lowoet maintained, that it was impoſſible for the 


Members of the Convention to judge as Sovereign 


in this buſineſs, How,“ ſaid he, “can you pro- 
Rounce ſentence upon him, without knowing whe- 
ther or not that ſentence is to be ſubmitted to the 
appeal of the people. Were you thus to pronounce 
ſentence before the queſtion of the appeal to the 
people ſhould be decided, and ſhould the appeal 
afterwards take place, you might pronounce as So- 
vereign, againſt your intention, againſt your con- 
ſcience... Reſpett therefore, and maintain the liber- 
ty of the opinions of the members, and decide in 
r WR 3 5 ho 158 1 
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the firſt x place whether or not the appeal to the . 


ple ſhall 2 * place.” 

Cambarcres againſt the opinion of Lehardi and 
Louvet ſaid, that it was his idea that the Conven- 
tion ought to pronounce real judgment upon Louis. 
He was however doubtful whether the Convention 
had ſufficient powers to judge Louis, adultimatum. 
He therefore moved, that the Primary Aſſemblies 


be firſt conſulted, reſpeRing the A and 


ſentence of Lovrs. 
Guadet.moved, That the appeal to the people be 


decided before all other queſtions—becaufe, ſaid he, 


were you to acquit Lovis, thoſe whp are againſt 
the appeal might be the very firſt to demand it, and 
they would demand it with juſtice. .The ſame mem- 
ber urged ſeveral other queſtions: with great Inge- 
nuit . 

Quinett ſaid he was perſuaded that the Conven- 
tion ought to judge as Sovereign the queſtion of the 
guilt or the innocence of Louis but ſhould they 
find him guilty Death, they ſhould know whether 
or not it was compatible with the public intereſt to 
modify that judgment; the deciſion of this matter 
ſhould therefore be referred to the Ne Aſſem- 

blies. 

M. Equality and his party the Mountain) cel 
that it was firſt neceſſary for the Convention to pro- 
nounce upon the guilt of Louis, then to paſs ſen- 


tence upon him, and after all decide the appeal to 


the people. The views of this ſanguinary party were 
to murder Louis in his priſon before the appeal 
could take place. 1 behaved earemaly, tumul- 
tuous. 

After many animated debates the diſcuſſion was 
cloſed, and the Convention decreed, that the mem- 
bers ſhould vote, riſing from their ſeats and aſcend- 
ing the tribune, to the following queſtions; 
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1. IS LOUIS GUILTY OR NOT GUILTY 
OF HIGH TREASON, AND OF ATTEMPTS 
AGAINST THE GENERAL SAFETY OF 
THE STATE? 

2. SHALL OR SHALL. NOT THE AP- 
PEAL TO THE PEOPLE TAKE PLACE? ?. 
3- WHAT PUNISHMENT SHALL LOUIS 
SUFFER? | 
In next day's fitting. previous to the nominal call, 
the Convention decreed on the motion of Buzot— 
L 1. That the anſwer and vote of each member 
Jhall be carefully ſet down in a book after his 
name. 
2. That this liſt hall be printed, and ſent to the 
84 departments. 
g. That the members who mall not 38 at the 
nominal call ſhall be cenſured; and, after aſſigning 
the reaſons for their abſence, be at liberty to give 


their vote on their return to the Convention. 


M. Salles, one of the ſecretaries, then began the 
nominal call, by reading the liſt of the names of the 
members of the Convention; upon which each 
member aſcended the tribune to give his vote, and 
the firſt queſtion was put : 

« IS LOUIS GUILTY, OR NOT GUILTY 
OF HIGH TREASON, AND OF ATTEMPTS 
AGAINST THE GENERAL SAFETY OF 
THE STATE? | 

Rouzet.—< My opinion is indiviſible. I. do 
therefore vote, that Louis be kept in fafe cuſtody 
with his family, till the people ſhall have ultimately 
decided his fate, unleſs more ſerious circumſtances 
ſhould oblige us to take a determination.“ 
Lanjuinais.— Without being a Judge, I do de- 
- claire t Lovis is guilty.” 

Boudran.—“ 1 do W that Louns i is Pal. 
This 
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This member founded his vote on a letter of La- 
Porte to the King, which he ſaid proved that Louis 
identified himſelf with the conſpirators againſt 1 2 
bar. 


Vandelicourt.—“ 1 appear on this tribune as a 


legiſlator. 1 ought not to take upon me to be a 
judge in a criminal matter. The gentleneſs of man- 
ners which has been the conſtant rule of my life, 
does not permit me to give a vote of judgment.“ 

Lalande.—“ I do declare that Louis is neither 
* nor not guilty.“ 

Equality. —“ GurLty! \— (without offi igning any 
reaſon.” ). 

Danton. —<© I pronounce Lovis is guilty. 75 

Comte.— 
guilty—as judge, I have nothing to ſay.” 

Montazgut called to the remembrance of the Con- 
vention the. 1oth of Auguſt, and ſaid: © Yes 
Lours is_guilty—nay more than guilty.” 

Faure.—< In founding my vote upon the conſ- 
titutional law reſpetting royalty, I do ſay guilty.” 

Delahaye.—* To make the guilt of Louis a 
queſtion, 1s to make it a queſtion whether we are 
not guilty ourſelves. I have ſeen theſe words 
written on the walls of Paris with the blood of our 
brothers: Louis 1s CITTI Aye.” 
Bernard des Sablons.— “ LO ulis is guilty and not 
guilty.” 

Morriſon.— —* I cannot give my vote to any of the 
queſtions put.“ 
Noel. — I once bad a-ſon: he was lain in de- 
fence of his country; I do not think that a father, 
who bemoans the loſs of his ſon, can be the judge 
of him who is accuſed of being the chief author of 
his . 


| M aures 


« As legiſlator, I do declare Louis is 
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Maure, Senior.—* Upon wy ſoul and conſei- 
ence Lovis is guilty !*? hs 

Fuſtier.— Guilty“ “ 

FValady.—“ I cannot pronounce, for I have not 
been called to be a judge. As judge I am without 
powers: I do therefore remain filent.”” | 

Fauthet.—* As citizen, I am convinced that 
Lous is galt; as legiſlator, I do declare him fo : 
judge I am not qualified, and have nothing to 
a 4 

"Dubois, As judge I do pronounce Lovis is 


guilty ; but we ought, by all means to appeal to the 


people.“ 

Laumont.— All the opinions none in the 
tribune againſt Lovis are mere ſophiſms. I can 
never be perſuaded that the Convention is inveſted 
with all the powers.“ 

Lariviere,—* I never voted that the Convention 


ſhould judge Lovis, ſo ! ſhall not vote for his con- 


demnation. - 


Doulce.— I vote that Louis be kept ſafe til the 


termination of the war, and that the decree reſpect- 


ing his fate be then ſubmitted to the ſanction of the 
people. Above 1 take care that he may have NO 
ſucceſſor.” Aut 
Maynard voted to the ſame purpoſe; r 
Chambon. —“ I do vote for the appeal to the peo- 
ple. They ought at the ſame time to declare to the 
Primary Aſſemblies, if they deſire the abolition of 
royalty, and the eſtabliſhment of a republic.“ 
Barailon.—< I am not here to judge - my con- 
ſcience will not allow it I beg therefore to IN EX= 
cuſed from giving my vote.” | 
Julien.— My powers are indefinite, and in m 


quality of magiſtrate I do declare that Lovis is 


The 


guilty.” 
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The nominal call on the firſt queſtion being ended, 
Vergniaud, the Preſident, aroſe and ſpoke thus: 

« Out of 735 voters, 26 were abſent on leave, 
« five by. illneſs, one for cauſe unknown, 26 have 
* made divers declarations, and 693 voted for the 
wa queſtion 1 in the affirmative. I do therefore declare, 
« jn the name of the Convention, 

« THAT LOUIS CAPET 1s GUILTY OF HIGH 
TREASON, AND OF ATTEMPTS AGAINST THE GE 
NERAL SAFETY OF. THE STATE.” 

The nominal call was: afterwards proceeded on, 
and the ſecond queſtion put : 

© SHALL OR SHALL NOT THE APPEAL TO THE 
PEOPLE TAKE PLACE.“ 

A great number of members voted Gar and uind 

the queſtion, aſſigning their reaſons, and moſt of 
them ſeemed apprehenſive of civil war, and all the 
horrors of diſcord and anarchy. 
Louvet and Manuel, in the moſt indignant terms 
of pointed language, expreſſed their abhorrence of 
the ſanguinary, unnatural relative of Louis, who 
ſeemed to laugh at the ſevere remarks upon his mon- 
Rrous condutt. 

When the turn of Equality came to give his vote 
to the prefent queſtion, he aſcended the tribune with 
an air of triumph and inward exultation, expreſſing 
himſelf thus: 
only mind my duly—and do vote againſt the 
appeal.“ 


Camille D lins was called to order, with cen- 


ſure, for having ſaid that a part oſ the Convention 
were ſuborned mercenaries. 
2 a venerable old man, voted for the ap- 
pe 
A man ef the name of Fourdeuil, an — ( of 
e police, who was ſitting in the galleries, inſulted 
im} | | L. 
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RNoiyer.— I beg to know if France has ſent 
her deputies hither by vote under the dagger of af- 
ſaſſins. I move that the citizen who inſulted our 
venerable colleague be taken into cuſt 

Garan ſaid there was no precedent law to juſtify 


— c = — 


2 — 8 0 


+ — 


ſuch a proceeding. 9 {at 
Duſſauæ himſelf interceded for the delinquent, and 
. the Convention continued their deliberations. 


Clootx.— I acknowledge no other ſovereign 
than mankind, that is to ſay, univerſal reaſon with 
reſpettful ſubmiſſion to her ſacred Will, I do vote 
againſt the appeal.“ EF | 

Rabaut St. Etienne, Garnier, and many other h 
members, declared, that they could not be deemed 
cowards if they voted for the appen amidſt a * 
guinary people. 

Rabaut St. Etienne. A freſh idea ftrikes me, 
and I will vote for the appeal with as much aſſurance ® 
as Phillip Orleans voted againſt it. | 
/ Barbaroux.—® It is time the French Nation 
. ſhould reſume the exerciſe of her fupreme will, to 

: ſtrike down a faction, in the heart of which L ſee 
* Phillip Orleans, whom I do now impeach before all 
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; the republic. I well know that I expoſe myſelf to 

1 all his daggers, but ſince the life of man is uncertain, 

| I thought tmy duty to make this declaration,“ 

| The nominal call concluded at eleven o'clock at 
night, and the following was the reſult: 


Members abſent — 
k Members who did not vote 12 
3 Sick Members — 
| Members abſent without cond — 
i Members for the appeal—_—— 3383 
| Members Es the ow — 1 


1 FA Majority againſt the aa * 


ml 5 

IT 

| | | 

2 A 
T3 F , 

l * 
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The Preſident then roſe and ſaid : 


Tye NATIONAL CONVENTION DOES DECREF, 
THAT THE SENTENCE WHICH SHALL BE RO“ 
NOUNCED AGainsrT LOUIS CAPET s$raLlL 
NOT BE REFERRED BY APPEAL TO THE Pro- 
PLE... + | 1 oh | 

The ſitting of the 16th of January, was one of the 
longeſt which is ever remembered to have taken 

place in a judicial body, and laſted from Wedneſday 
16 till 65 pr apy th 7, day and night, making altoge- 
ther thirty-ſix hours ! Vergniaud occupied the chair 

as Preſident. | | | 
Cambon, Member of the Committee of General 
Safety, gave an account of ſome very ſerious tranſ- 
actions, * Packe, the Miniſter at War,” ſaid he, 
* has been charged ſeverally, for having brought 
back all the cannon of the park of artillery at St. 
-Dennis, to the capital, to diſtribute them among the 
ſections. At the ſame time, a vaſt number of na- 
tional guards of Paris, who called themſelves fede- 
rates from the departments, came to complain to the 
ſame committee, that a great number of citizens 
are leaving Paris: they ſaid; they only waited for 
orders from the committee, to fly to the barriers, 
to prevent that emigration; and ſeveral of them' 
were already ſhut. The committee has conſulted 
Roland, but the anſwer which this miniſter made, 1s 
far from eaſing our anxiety for the public tranquil- 
lity. The cannons are actually arrived from St. 
Dennis, in compliance with the petitions of the dif- 
ferent ſeQtions, eſpecially that ſanguinary ſection 
called Gravilliers. It cannot therefore be a matter 
of aſtoniſhment, that quiet, orderly, and peaceful 
citizens ſhould leave a city where. factious ruffians 
predominate, and diQtate laws. The preſent calm is 
exactly like that which 1 the dreadful maf- 
2 2 , {acres 
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- ſacres perpetrated during the two fil ow of Sep- 
tember laſt.“ | 
Huguet—I have this moment been informed by an _ 
officer of the National Gendarmerie, that the bar- 
riers of Paris are ſhut. I move that the commil- 
Taries inſpectors of the hall do repair to the place of 
heit ſitting, to take een and lay them be- 
fore the Convention; .. | 
Rouyer moved, i ſt. That the guard ol the Clan 
vention. be doubled by the federates. 

2, That one half of che federates of the . 
ments now at Paris, do patrole all the diſtricts of 
er city, in concert with the good citizens. 

That ſentence of death be paſſed upon him 
that hall ordain the ſhutting of the barriers. - 

4. That the ſame puniſhment be allotted to him, 
who, without an expreſs decree, ſhall dare to fire 
the cannon of alarm, or ring the alarm bell. : 

A member declared, in the name of Charles Vil- 
ett, his colleague, that a concurrence of noiſy 
voices would hinder the members from. ſpeaking in 
the tribune, and at that very moment ſome villains 
had declared to him at the door, that if he did not 
vote for the death of Lovis Carzr, he ſhould be 

iyſtantly murdered. 

Breard moved, That the Executive Council, the 
Procurator General of the department, the Mayor, 
and the Commander in Chief of the National forces 
of Paris, do give an account of the ſituation of this 
city.—Decreed. 

Legendre, —< What an abominable fact is this 
-manceuvre to prevent the judgment of the tyrant ! 

I vo and declare, that were it the queſtion to 
pronounce ſentence on the people ( Here the ſpeal- 
enmuas interrupted by dreadful jh ſhrieks and cries. He 
Ts Meer, : a Wen ak )—They tell us 

; that 
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that we are threatened with daggers. O, the cow- 
-ards! they well know that there is not a ſyllable of 
truth in this impudent aſſertion. I wiſh to God the 
84 departments were here, to ſee miſerable ſlaves 
galled with the chains they bore—to ſee old Cy- 
clops quite black with the ſmoke of the thunder 
of the tyrant, ſtand up here for his defence.“ 
Peymeres—© I do wiſh for a quite different mea- 
ſure to fave the country. I move that a decree 
be paſſed to call in our ſucceſſors to replace us, 
when we ſhall have expired under the daggers of 
the ruffians that threaten us. This is the only 
meaſure left us at this diſaſtrous moment. We 
ought not to ſuffer the country to be undone.”” 
Marat.—< I do invite the Convention to have 
more reſpett for themſelves. Thoſe who complain 
now. that they are not free, are the ſelf-ſame peo- 
ple who boaſted four or five days ago, of making 
decrees; they are the ſame who ſurround themſelves 
with bayonets, who diſpoſe of government.“ 
A member begged the aſſembly. to enquire into 
a fact. It had Toon ſaid, that in three or four 
Wer the cannons would be brought from S.. 
Dennis, and that an inſurrettion would take place, 
{imilar to that of the 10th of Auguſt, which would 
even be directed againſt the Convention itſelf. On 
the ſame night when, this aſſertion was made, he left 
the hall, and was purſued, with ſeveral of his col- 
leagues by a mob, who called out, « Down, down w:th 
theſe beggarly villians ! kill "em, kill'em ! Alice the dogs!“ 
Le Hardi moved, that 800 brave national light 
horſemen be inſtantly ordered from Verſailles to 
eſcort the Convention. 


The Mayor o Paris ſent a written account of 


the ſituation of this city, ſtating there were ſeve- 
ral ſymptoms of inſurrection, and he had diſcov- 
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ered two of the principal plans. The firſt was to 
ſhut the barriers, the ſecond to renew the maſ- 
ſacres. He ſaid, that the latter plan was the more 
probable, ſince all priſoners, lately committed, felt 
the greateſt alarms at being ſent to priſon. 

The Mezniſter , Juſtice “ The Mayor never 
told me a word about the plot of the, priſoners. 
It is I, who after Sale. informed him that all the 
delinquents apprehended trembled at the idea of 
being committed, could not help thinking that they 
muſt be at the bottom df the plot.“ 

The Executive Council alſo made their report, 
and contradifted that which ſtated that the cannons 

had been fetched from St. Dennis. They ſaid the 
barriers were open. 5 

Danton then moved, that the Convention do de- 
cide the fate of the tyrant without any other buſi- 
neſs being luffered to intervenE—which was unani- 
mouſly decreed. 

Thibault.— I beg to be heard to ſtate a moſt ſin- 
ular fact. Laft Sunday I was reading ſeveral hand- 
Pills ſtuck up on the walls of Paris, full of injuries 
againſt me—having ſtopped a little while, I ſaw two 
men, who ſaid to one another“ I wi{h 1 knew that 
raſcal the biſhop of Cantal, I would do for him!“ I 
turned round and ſaid, I you want to know him, it 
is me,” Seized with indignation at hearing the ſcan- 
dalous expreſſions repeated, I collared one of them, 
and condutted him to the aſſembly. He begged ten 
thouſand pardons, and faid he was not a French. 
man.—* I am a Spaniard,” ſaid he, “I am come 
in the name of my nation to demand the head of the 
_ traitor Louis, that we may enter into a ſtrong alli. 
ance with you.“ I beg the Convention will att in 
this affair ich deem N. 
Genſonne 


— 


"4 3 


15 Genſonne and Valaze moved, that the particulars 
of this occurrence be inferted in the Proces Verbal. 
\ (Murmurs fr om the Mountain.) 


Genſonne. “ IT intreat the Convention to obſerve 


that the interruption proceeds from that part of the 
hall which I have ſingled out, in my opinion, as ths 
diſorganizing faction. ¶ Murmurs encreaſed. ] 

Some of the party of Equality moved, That Gen- 
ſonne be cenſured. | 


The Aﬀembly paſſed to the Order of the Day, 


decreeing the firſt motion of Breard. 
It was alſo decreed on the motion of Rouges, 


« That the guard of the Convention be doubled 


by the federates.” 
Marat was ſuffered to ſpeak a ſecond time, and 
ſpoke againſt thoſe members who ſignified their ap- 
prehenſions, and ſaid they were ſurrounded with dag- 
gers. He ſaid they were grieved that the bar- 
riers ſhould be ſhut, He moved that the Conven- 
tion, in caſe: they ordered them to be kept open, 
ſhould previouſly declare as infamous, all the depu- 
ties who ſhould not come to their poſt, that they 
might be taken, dead or alive, without the barriers. 


The order of che day being called for, being 
The SENTENCE of LOUIS XVI. 


Lehardi moved, that ſentence of death ſhould not 
be paſſed without the concurrence of two-thirds of 
the voters. ; | 


Lajunais declared himſelf for three-fourths and the 
cloſure of the ſcrutiny. * The nominal call began a 
little after ſeven o'clock in the evening, on the 
queſtion of, SI 3 | 

„ WHar PUNISHMENT SHALL LOUIS sur- 
FER?” | 
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1 
The Convention, previous io "the: receiving of 
votes, decreed ;:. 


No member ſhall quit the hall. as Fong as the 


| nominal call ſhall laſt. 


All thoſe who, in voting; ſhall make per- 
ſonal attacks on any member, ſhall be yalled to 
order wy the. Preſident. : | — 


95 


| VERDI CTS.. 
Mailhe.—* In my capacity of judge, 15 W 


to my opinion, I do vote for the death of Louis; 


as legiſlator, 1 vote that, ſhould there be a majority 
in favour of that puniſhment, the Convention do de- 
cide if the intereſt of the country does not require 


a reſpite from the execution of the ſentence. 


Deſacy voted for death under the ſame reſtrictions- 
Rouzet.—< My opinion lies on the table; I do 


vote for temporary puniſhment, but as a meaſure of 


general ſafety.” 
Laplaigne examined theſe three queſtions. — Can 


"Lovin be judged? ' By whom can he be judged ? 


What ought to be his puniſhment ?—He concluded 
by giving his vote for death, under the ſame re- 
ſtrictions as the firſt member. 

Vergniaud.— I have voted for the e to the 


: people, becauſe principles and political conſidera- 


tions ſeemed to me to urge ſtrongly that meaſure. 


ITbe Convention has decided otherwiſe. I have 


. nothing farther to ſay ; the. queſtion now is to pro- - 


nounce ſentence. I declared; that I conſidered 


Louis guilty of conſpiracy. I open the penal code, 


1 find that it dooms conſpirators to ſuffer death. I 
do pronounce death upon en, with the. reſtric- 
tion of Mazlhe. | 

bet voted for death. 


G enſonne 


.( +483 7) 


| Genſonne voted for death, and moved, That the 
1 immediately after the execution of 
Louis, occupy themſelves with the fate of his fa- 
mily, and the puniſhment of the crimes of the 2d of 
September. | 

Amar.— « The life of Lowe is but a ſeries of 
crimes. His exiſtence ought to be odious; his 
death is a benefit. The laws and equality ordain 
bis death. I ſwear by Brutus, in the preſence of 
the people of France who hear me, ke ought to die. 
Such is at beſt my wiſh expreſſed in virtue of the 
"laws!%:;:; - 4 

Dartig ter- I am a judge and legiſlator : as 

judge I would fear leſt the blood ſhed in the Thuil- 
—— on the frontiers, &c. ſhould cry out ven- 
geance againſt me and my progeny, if the head of 
Louis did not fall under the ſword of the law. As 
legiſlator, the common weal ought to be my ſupreme 
law. Now, the exiſtence of Louis might become 
the fignal of civil war; he ought therefore to die, 
and ſpeedily, becauſe a republican does never com- 
pound with his conſcience.” | 

* Cadroy endeavoured to prove chat Lovis could 
not be judged by the penal code, becauſe having 

violated in his reſpect all the forms preſcribed by 
the law, it would be unjuſt to pick out what is moſt 
rigorous in that ſame law. He therefore conſidered 
the judgment to be pronounced in a light of general 
ſafety; and voted for impriſonment. 

Here the Executive Council ſent a 2 dated 
eleven o'clock at night, and ſtated that its different _ 
members had patrolled the ſtreets of Paris, an i found 
that all was well.] | | 

Garan Perilon,—© I am terrified at the accumu- 
lation of powers which bear heavy on our head. 
We are accuſers, grand and petty jurors, and * 

alſo 
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alſo want us to be judges. This accumulation of 
power bas but too frequently manifeſted itſelf in re- 
publics. Tyranny begins there, where there are in- 
dividuals above the laws. As legiſlator, I do vote for 
a meaſure of general ſafety; that is to ſay, for im- 
prifonment.”” KO F 
Louvet.** You have rejected the appeal to the peo- 
ple, and thereby impoſed on me the duty of giving 
a deciſive vote. My ſincereſt defires are, that your 
irreparable judgment may not give you reaſon to 
lament it. May the Almighty hand Lin rules our 
deſtinies extricate our country from the abyſs in 
which private paſſions ſeem to involve her! May 
the tutelar genius of my country preſerve her from 


te evils which threaten her! May her avenging 


hand cruſh the*tyrants reſerved to us! I do not 
vote for death, but on the expreſs condition that the 
ſentence ſhall not be executed, till after the accep- 

tance of the conſtifution : do not think that I wiſh' 

hereby to bring back the ſyſtem which you have re- 
- jected. This will not require the ſanction of the 
Primary Aſſemblies ad hoc. The exiſtence of Louis 
cannot be more detrimental than his non-exiſtence, 
becauſe ſo great a villain will always be without cre. 
dit, and loaded with public contempt. What you 
have moſt to fear, is, leſt ſome new tyrant ſhould 
preſent himſelf, who ſhall be more dangerous, be- 
cauſe his crimes leſs notorious might have leſs dif- 
graced him: take what refolution you will, immi- 
nent dangers menace the country; her ſafety is ſtill 
in your hands. Do homage to the Sovereign— 
tremble not at the menacing ſteel of aſſaſſins. Dy- 
ing, you will die without feeling regret, for you 
will have done your duty. Depend upon it, your 
death, or rather public liberty will be ayenged.” 


\ 
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Leroux. —* The only regret I now feel, is, that 
Lovis does not unite in himſelf the heads of all the 
tyrants; ſo that in voting againſt. him, I might be 
—— that all the heads of the hydra of deſpotiſm 
would fall.“ 
Lehardi.—“ I can only conſider myſelf as legiſla - 
tor, and not as judge. In what character could you 
be conſidered as judges. It would ſurely not be on 
account of your impartiality, becauſe there are 
more than ſixty members who have not only con- 
demned Louis to die in their writings, but who even 
boaſted that they would aſſaſſinate him themſelves, if 
the ſword,of the law did not ſtrike his guilty head. 
Hiſtory has taught us, that the death of a tyrant does 
not ſtrike down tyranny, but made come forth a 
greater- number of tyrants. I do then vote for 


Louis to live, and to remain among us till the peo- 


ple have accepted the new conſtitution.“ 
Blaux.—*® I had a ſon who died in the American 
war: I do mourn him, becauſe he loſt his life in 


ſerving a deſpot. I hada ſecond ſon, who has juſt - | 


been maſſacred at Frankfort. He has not carried 
my regrets with him to the grave, becauſe he died in 
the ſervice of his country. I will not take it upon 
me to be a judge of him who is the cauſe of the 
death of my children; but as legiſlator, I think I 
may vote for his impriſonment.” 


* 


Clootz.— 4 Louis and Frederick William are ty- 


rants. I do aſk mankind what puniſhment they de- 


ſerve? Mankind anſwers, they deſerve death. 

Thus I vote for death.“ 
Maximilian Robeſpierre.— I do not think that 
this preſent buſineſs requires long ſpeeches, I con- 
{der them as ſiniſtrous to the public welfare, be- 
cauſe they cannot compenſate for the frankneſs and 
laconiſm of patriotiſm. I could never ſeparate my 
: political 
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political exiſtence, and find in one, both a, judge 
and a legiflator. What I know is, that I have been 
ſent by the people to judge the tyrant who oppreſſed 
them. I would not bring the ſhame upon humanity, 
to believe that the laws exiſt for the common citi- 


Zens, and are not applicable to a King. I am in- 


flexible for a tyrant, and compaſſionate for the needy. 
I cannot imagine to myſelf future tyrants, to dif- 
penſe with puniſhing the tyrant now being. I can- 
not tell France, that I am ſurrounded with aſſaſſins, 
to make her believe that my ſentence on a tyrant is 
not free. I cannot ſubſtitute idle words for princi- 
ples; and I do vote for the pain of death.“ 
Danton. —< I am none of that crowd of ſtateſ- 
men, who do not know that one ought' to compro- 
miſe with tyrants. I am a republican; I am not 
afraid of tyrants—I wiſh that we may aſtoniſh them 
by a great example, in cutting off the head of the 
tyrant.““ . | . 
Manuel. —< We ought not to be- blood-thirſty 
* becanſe we are free. The pain of death ought to 
have been ſuppreſſed from the very day when ano- 
ther power than that of the law made fo many un- 
fortunate beings ſuffer that pain in the priſons : na- 
ture alone has a right to condemn a man to die. The 
beſt means of aboliſhing royalty, is to cauſe the 
royal individual to be buried in oblivion. Louis is 
a tyrant, he Jays proſtrate on the ground---why 
mould you wiſh to make him riſe to take away his 
life. I do vote for his impriſonment.” EE FRA 
Marat. The queſtion is, to ſentence the prin- 
cipal author of the torrents of blood, which ſtreamed 
forth on the 10th of Auguſt, and of the evils which 
overwhelmed the country. The death of the ty- 
_ in twenty-four hours, is for the public wel- 
are,”” 5 40 5 | 


Robert 


— 


4 ). 


Robert.--- I condemn the tyrant to die, and in 
pronouncing this ſentence, I only regret one thing, 
which is, that I am not competent for all tyrants; 
for death ſhould be the doom of them all.“ 

Phillippe de Orleans.“ The law dooms traitors 
to ſuffer death do vote for death!“ | 

Barrere.— I have examined the queſtion of ba- 
niſhment, and found, that a dethroned King is a 
very bad diplomatic currency. It appeared to me, 
that he who had ſhed human blood, was deſerving 
of death; the tree of liberty ſhould be moiſtened 
with the blood of Kings, elſe it will not grow.“ 

Maſſuyer was of opinion that to doom Louis to 
ſuffer death, would be doing ſome ſervice to foreign 
and domeſtic enemies, He obſerved, that all the 
partizans of royalty in France, felt a much livelier 
concern for the fate of the ſon, innocent of the 
crimes of his father. He added, that foreign pow- 
ers wiſhed for the death of the late King, and 
proved his aſſertion by papers, found in the port folio 
of Monheur; from which it reſults, that Frederick 
Milliam is deſirous of having the French Ex-prince 
_ conſidered as regent of the kingdom during the mi- 
nority ; whereas the court of Vienna wants to con- 
ſign that title to Maria Antoineite. He concluded 
his opinion with holding up to the eyes of the Con- 
vention, all the Kings, ſuch as Tarquin, Dionyſius, 
James II. who, after having been dethroned, did 
never get poſſeſſion again of their dominion. He 
voted for inpriſonment. | 


Fabre D' Eglantine delivered a ſingular theory on 
ſovereignty ; he quoted ſeveral paſſages from Rouſ- 
ſeau, to prove that ſovereignty could never manifeſt 
itſelf in the Primary Afſemblies.---He voted for 
death. | 8 * (<2 


** 
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N. V. Lovis Carer has cut the throat of 
+the French nation as much as he could, I only wiſh 
he had the heads of all the tyrants on his ſhoulders 
to cut them off..?Ech Ft oh 
Collot D' Herbois, juſt returned from the army of 
the Var, voted for death. _ 5 
Charles Villette.“ Our legions are in moſt 
ſhocking ſtate of univerſal want ;--- miſery and fell 
diſeaſe devour thoſe colofſuſſes, already covered with 
wounds: Spain, England and Holland threaten us 
with a maritime wat; and it coſts us already 134 
millions per month, to keep and pay our land forces: 
Let us keep the hoſtage of peace. Louis lies proſ- 
trate on the ruins of the throne; he will hinder others 
from paving themſelves the way to it. Let us keep 
him till the wars are over, then baniſh him.“ | 
Thomas Paine voted for a temporary detention of 
the King, and his baniſhment after the war. 
Another Member ſaid, „I am of Paine's opi- 
nion, he has anticipated the wiſhes of poſterity.” 
Sillery. “ I declare myſelf unable to vote as a 
judge. As a legiſlator I am for the proviſory deten- 
tion of the King. I rejett the fatal ſentence of 
death, ſince the ſon of the King, by his innocence, 
by his misfortunes, and perhaps by his virtues, might 
cauſe apprehenſions in the breaſts of true republi- 
. 5 . 
Iſnard.---< I do vote for the death of Louis. I 
do alſo vote that his two brothers be tried in twenty- 
four hours by the criminal tribunal of Paris, and 
executed in effigy by the fide of the tyrant. 
_ The, Abbey de Sieyes, voted for death, without aſ- 
ſigning any reaſon. . | . 
Condorcet.— “I do not vote for the death of Louis 
XVI. becauſe my principles will not permit me to 
prondunce that puniſhment in any caſe. I do not 
| vote 


( 1569 


vote for detention, becauſe I am a judge, and de- 
tention 1s decreed by no law, I do vote for the 
heavieſt puniſhment next to death, and wiſh the re- 
friction of Mazlke to be diſcuſſed, _ 
Another member voted that Louis be impriſoned 
for life in the caſtle Saumur; that a penſion be grant. 
ed to his daughter, and the whole male branch of his 
family ſent into exile. | 
Barbaroux.---< I do vote for death, and in a few 
days I ſhall vote for the expulſion of the Bourbons. 
Briſſot.— I am convinced that ſome evil genius 
cauſed the appeal to the people to be rejected. The 
ſentence of death will be the ſignal of general war 
—it will be productive of infinite miſchief. The 
Convention will be blamed by all the foreign pow- 
ers. I do move, that the execution of the ſentence 
. bereſpited till the conſtitution ſhall have been rati- 
fied by the people. My opinion will perhaps be 
cenſured. I ſhall not anſwer my caluminators other- 
- wiſe than by the honourable poverty which I boaſt 
of, and which I ſhall leave as a legacy to my chil - 
dren. I ſhall not anfwer them otherwiſe than by 
contributing with all my power to maintain that 
order, without which the republic is undone. 
Lacroix. We ought not to look for the grounds 
of the Jucgment to be paſled in the ancient conftitu- 
tion, becauſe, in virtue of that conſtitution, the re— 
preſentatives of the people ought to be brought to 
the ſcaffold. . The ſacred principles of natural right 
alone induce me to give my verditt for death. 
Petion.— “ It is with heartfelt grief and regret that 
I do vote for death. I wiſh that the amendment, 
renewed by Briſſot, may meet with a fair diſcuſſion. 
Kerſaint.— Were I to conſider myſelf as a jury- 
man only, I would find great probability of indict- 
ing and convicting Louis; but as a judge, his 
crimes 
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crimes are not proved enou gh for me to paſs ſentence 
of death upon him; my vote therefore is, for his 
proviſory detention and ſubſequent baniſhament.. 


Several other members gave afterwards their 
votes, and the nominal call laſted till ſeven o'clock + 


on Thurſday evening. At nine the refult of the | 


ſcrutiny was as follows: 


S TATE of NOMINAL CALL. 
Number of Members of the Convention 745 


Members preſent ke 721 
Abſolute majority againſt death 361 
Members voting _ his death „ 366 


Mette for death 

Many of the members .were abſent; ſome did 
not vote, others. Ya under particular reſtric- 
tions. ö 

At five o eisen in the evening, the Preſident in- 
formed the Convention, that the official defenders 
of Louis wiſhed to be ed to the Bar. He 
alſo announced that he had received the following 
letter which had been tranſmitted to the miniſter 
for Foreign Affairs, by the Chevalier Ocaritz, the 
TI Charge d' A e ; 


4 Paris, Jan. 1705 1793. 
« The freſh orders I have received, joined to the urgency 
of the immediate circumſtances, authorize me'to let ſlip no 
| occaſion of manifeſting the extreme ſolicitude His 2 
IIC MajesrTy feels, on the trial which is ready to terminate 
ſo diſaſtrouſly for the unfortunate chief of his family. I hab 
ten, therefore, in his name, to repeat to you his moſt livel 


entreaties, and his moſt ardent ſolicitations,” to the Frenc 


Nation, and its repreſentatives. I think that the new con- 
ſiderations I have to lay before you, will appear to merit 
your, deepeſt attention. I therefore entreat you to communi- 
„ cate 


date them to the National Convention 1 perſuade myſelf, 
that, the French Nation being deſtined, both by its charac- 
ter, and by the nature of the ſituation of the country it oc- 


cupies; to preſerve in * a great exiſtence, and vaſt fo- 

reign connections, the A 8 of its repreſentatives can- 

not have been totally deaf to the reflections of political 

prudence made by ſeveral of its members. To theſe reflec- 

tions ĩt does nqt become me to add. But, Sir, the importance 

£ of the cauſe, and the intereſt which the King of Spain takes, and 
ought-to take in it, are ſuch, that I truſt I act conformably to 
his Majeſty's ſentiments, when I-entreat you in this letter, 
proply to obtain for me the time of demanding from him his 
intervention and good offices, to effeR a reſtoration of tranquil- 
- lity between France and the belligerent Powers. If this ſtep 
at the ſame time that it will be uſeful to the French Nation, 
can ſoften and meliorate the deſtiny of his unfortunate relative 
I may venture to expect the approbation of his Catholic Ma- 
jeſty provided, however, he may think himſelf engaged, by 
the manner in which my offer may be received, to enter on 
negociations, the ſucceſs of which would be important to hu- 
manity. I deſire moſt ardently that the propoſition I make 
to you may be accepted; and in the caſe of its being fo, I 
demand the time only which will be ſtrictly neceſſary for the 
diſpatch and return of a courier. ref Ea 
With ſentiments of the moſt diſtinguiſhed conſideration, 
e have the honour to be, * 
(Signed) “ LE CHEVALIER D*Ocartz,” 


This letter was not ſuffered to be read, and the, 
Preſident had no ſooner mentioned it than Danton 
ruſhed into the tribune to ſpeak. A member called 
out to him, * Stop! Stop, Danton / thou art not 
King yet? 3 1 

Danton called his antagonfſt a coward and calum- 
niator, and moved that he be called to order. | 
Garan oppoſed the reading of the diſpatches, and 
ſaid the Cenvention ought never to ſuffer Foreign 
Powers to exerciſe any influence on their proceed- 
- ings: he ſaid the Aﬀembly could not, without par- 
 tialityz refuſe to hear the counſel of Louis. 
1 | M Danton 


4 
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Danton ſeconded Garan: he ſaid he was aſtoniſhed 
that any power on earth ſhould dare to cheriſh hopes 
of obtaining influence in the deliberations of the 
repreſentatives of a great nation. As to Spain, had 
— opinion been taken, war would long ago have 

een declared againſt that power, It ſitates to 
acknowledge the republic; it is in a real ſtate of 
YT. againſt us; let us prepare to give the Court of 
ain ananſwer worthy of the nation, elſe we ſhall 
notbe worthy of the people, who look up to us, and 
will judge their repreſentatives, ſhould they not do 
their duty. | 
' Genſonne moved, that the Convention ſhould 
paſs to the order of the day, reſpecting the Spaniſh | 
diſpatches, and not ſuffer them to be read; ; he 
thought it became the juſtice of the repreſentatives | 
to hear the defenders of Louis, after the decree of | 
wy ſhould have been pronounced. | 
Kor va moved for the previous queſtion on 


the reading of the diſpatches, and the admittance | 
of the Counſel of Louis. 


Chambon maintained a contrary opinion. , 


Freron claimed the adjournment reſpekting the 4. 
cond propoſition. 
(Here an. incident furvened.) r 
Duc ſiatel, a ſick member, appeared on the tribune- 


to give his vote. A great ies Was raiſed to 
his ſpeaking, 


. Lecomtre, of Verſailles, ſaid; that the reſult of 


the ſcrutiny being partly known,ghe copleague auld 
not be admitted to vote. 


Lacroix called him back to the eſtabliſhed princi- 
ples, and the patient was not heard till after the great- 
eſt difficulties had been made. He afterwards de- 
|, Clared that Lovis was not e and voted for his 
baniſhment. 8 
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A diſcuſſion took . then, reſpecting the re- 
A under which many of the 3/214, Pax had |, 
voted. Cambon maintained, that every one of his 
colleagues had a right to demand a reſpite of the 
execution of the decree, after it ſhould have been 
pronounced. An extreme agitation took place. 
It was pretended that there was a manœuvre—a 

conjuration which it was neceſſary to diſappoint. 
They faid, that the fick member had declared that 

he came on purpoſe for it. Some moved, that Ducha- 
tel be obliged to declare who had been to fetch him. 
At the ſame moment Manuel, who had volunta- ; 
tily ceded his ſeat to Chabot, wanted to go out by the bY 
ſide of the mountain; he was hindered, and went to "W 
Tange himſelf on the oppoſite ſide of the hall—when 7 
the moſt dreadful clamours and howls were heard 4 
from that part where Philippe Orleans fat. *. 

Chateauneuf moved, That Manuel be obliged to 28 
retake his ſtation at the table. 
Amember exclaimed, that Duchatel had been ſent | 
for only to ſtrike the balance in favour of Louis 
XVI. {ince it wanted but one vote for that purpoſe. 

Gorſas explained the matter reſpecting Manuel, and 
ſaid, that from what he had thus far ſeen, the majo- 
rity was evidently againſt Lovts. 

At'nine-o*clock M. Vergniaud, the Preſident, 
roſe from his chair, and ordering the members to 
keep the moſt awful ſilence, he pronounced 

THE FATAL DOOM. 

Preſident.— When Fuſtice has ſpoke, let Humanity 
be heard in her turn. I do declare, in the name of 
the National Convention, THAT THE PUNISHMENT 
waicu LOUIS CAPET SHALL SUFFER, IS— 
PEATH! _- 

A dead filence reigned in the hall during ten mi- 
nutes. * Convention afterwards decreed, That 
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fpecial meſſengers be immediately diſp atched to 
Earry the ſentence to the 84 pared and to the 
Armies. 

Here, Meſſieurs Deſeze, Tronchet 1 Maleſher- 


5 bes, the King's Counſel, were admitted to the bar, 


all in tears, and ſobs intercepting their ſpeech; they 
allo drew tears from many members of the Conven- 
tion. | 

Robeſpierre on ſeeing them, ruſhed into the tri- 
bune, and exclaimed, citizens, we know what you 
come for—but I tell you that the ſentence is irrevo- 
cable. 

M. Deſeze read a declaration, written and 7 
by Louis, in theſe words: 


I owe it to my honour, I owe it to m emily, not to ſub- 
feribe to a ſentence which 2 me of crimes with which 


I cannot reproach myſelf. In conſequence, I make an appeal ; 


to the people againſt the deciſion of their repreſentatives; I 


pray the National Convention to decree, that, mention be 


made of this appeal in their Proceſs Verbal.” | 
. - , (Signed) _ * LOUIS. * 


M. 1 in * name of his colleagues, ſup- 
plicated the Convention to confider with what an a- 
ſtoniſhing minority ſentence of death had juſt been 

paſſed upon Louis. « Do not afflia 'F rance, 
faid he, “with a ſentence which will appear terrible 
to her, when ſhe ſhall know that FIVE VOTES 


have been ſufficient.” He invoked eternal juſtice 


and ſacred humanity, to determine the Convention 


to bring their ſentence before the tribunal of the 


people. | | 

M. Tronchet, 3 a torrent of tears, ſaid, 
« We could declare to you, that it will appear in- 
conceivable, that the greateſt number of vot ers 
conſulted the penal code to ground their judgme nt, 


that 
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that law in favour of the delinquent. They have 
forgotten that the law requires two thirds of the 
votes. M. Tronchet terminated his painful reflec. 
tions, by demanding the recal of the decree, by 
which the Convention paſſed to the order of che 
day, on caſting up the votes. 

M. Maleſherbes requeſted » the Convention to 
grant him a delay till next morning, to communi- 
cate to them ſome waleriaen which crowded won 
his imagination. 

When the defenders of Louis had terminated 
their obſervations, they were admitted to the ho- 

- nours of the ſitting. 
Robeſpierre objeQed to the appeal to the peo- 
ple, demanded by Lovis XVI. being inſerted 
in the Proces Verbal. He moved, that this appeal 
be declared contrary to the principles of the rights 
of -nations, and an attempt upon the authority of 
the National Convention, and that thoſe who durſt 
be of a contrary opinion, and expreſs the ſame, 
ſhall be proſecuted as traitors. 
Guadet alſo oppoſed the appeal to the people; 
and moved the adjournment till to morrow, after 
having heard M. Maleſherbes, on the queſtion if it 
be the intereſt of the French Nation, that the exe- 
cution of the judgment of Louis XVI. be defer- 
red or accelerated. 
- II The appeal to the people, and the obſervations of 
Maleſherbes, were rejected. 

'The Convention afterwards decreed.” 

That it ſhall be enquired the next day whether or 
not the intereſt of the nation required that the exe- 
cution of the ſentence paſſed on Louis XVI. be 
re ſpited. 5 

I ſhall now return to the ill-fated Monarch Who 
TOTDAIned 3 in the molt ervel ſtate of confinement and 

. privation 
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privation in the Temple; and the” i comfort 


eft to him, was his intercourſe with his official de- 


fenders—M. Maleſherbes was the firſt who an- 


nounced to the King his fate in theſe words: My 


„ Prince, I know: you're: courageous, but I cannot 


* forbear telling you, ſentence has been paſſed.” / 
Well then,” ſaid the devoted King « ſo much 
the better: this extricates me from a thouſand 
«- troubles !'* The King thanked him for the e orts 
ce he had made in his ſervice. 

Maleſherbes fell at his feet and ſaid: «I will ne- 
« ver leave you, my good Princes; I could die 
« for you.“ | 
- The venerable old man ſhed a torrent of tears. 
The King raiſed him from the floor, preſſed him to 


his heart, and endeavoured to alla ay tt rief by the 


following words: * Dear Maleſherbes, if you do love 
me, why /hould you, thus envy me 2 fole aſylum which 
75 is le a 10 ws after ſo many diſaſters ?*—Ah! Sire,” 

plied Maleſherbes ſobbing © there are ſome hopes 4 f 
The people are generous—they are juſt “ No no,” 
replied Louis * am paſt all hope, they want my 
death, and I am ready to 15 Fer it. My dear Male- 
ſierbes pray, do net weep ſo—one day we ſhall ſee 


each other in à better hfe.” Here he was torn from 


| the Royal Victim by a Municipal Satellite, who 
told him, he had orders from the Council that he 


ſhould quit the Temple. Maleſherbes departed, 
and fainted before the door. He vas carried 
home much indiſpoſed. This 9 interview 


picions:—a 


reſolution was paſſed, not to admit the counſel any 
more to the royal preſence. 
The Monarch ſaw this cruel fennaiitiah: with he- 
'roic indignation: Henceforward he preſerved to the 
* moment bis uſual fortitude, but ſometimes he 


would 


__ 


/ 
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would ſhed tears, and fainted away. The follow- 
ing anecdote, will ſhow that Lovis had lang ago 
been prepared for his end, and was not afraid to 
meet it. | | "a9 

M. Maleſherbes one night told him he was appre- 
henſive left his efforts to ſave him ſhould not be 
_ crowned with ſucceſs.—“ I know what you mean, 
« anſwered Louis, but my reſolution has long ago 
er been taken. I ſee my laſt hour come, free from 
all terror, and I ſhall not repine at loſing my head 
re on the ſcaffold. But you will perhaps be aſto- 
© niſhed that my wife and ſiſter are both as reſolute 
« as myſelf.” The King made a ſhort pauſe, and 
then ſaid with a ſmile: © / now think on it; Mon- 
« ſieur Maleſherbes, when I was a child they uſed fre- 
« quently tell me a ſtory, that whenever a King of the 
cc $45; of Burbon was ta die; a tall woman clad in 
« white, did paſs at the midnight hour through all the 
« paſſes and avenues of the palace. May be you have 
« ſeen her.” Here Maleſherbes ſhed tears. © You 
« weep, my kind friend ?—nay, I only wanted to 
c prove to you, by way of joke, that I am never 
* Finhtens by the daſtardly terrors.” 

It was on the 11th of January when Lovis XVI. 
was thus cruelly ſeparated from his counſel, on the 
mere authority of his inhuman keepers. —On the 
morning of the 18th they acquainted the Council 
General of the Common with the arbitrary meaſure 
they had taken, and the latter came to a formal 
reſolution that all communication between Louis 
XVI. ſhould ceaſe; that his apartments be ſtrictly 
ſearched, and the commiſſaries do not leave him out 
of fight day or night. It was alſo decreed that 
Paris be illuminated the day before, the day of, and 
on theday after the execution of the ſentence of the 
King. The Council of Commiſſaries in the T * 
Wit... tals 4 > 
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ple was ordered to have eight members conflantly 
on duty, who were to be relieved by eight, others 
every 12 hours. It was alſo decreed, that all wo- 
men ſhould ſtay at home, to keep the windows ſhut, 
and to let the ſections he under arms ready to march. 
Every. perſon that ſhould cry out pardon was to be 
dragged to priſon and tried for his life. 

In the fitting of the 18th, the following queſtion 
eame on to be diſcuſſed : | 

« J it, or is it not, compatible with the intereſt of 
the Fxexcn Nation, that the Execution of the 
SENTENCE paſſed, on Lovis XVI. be reſpited?? 

Caſparin roſe and ſaid: Citizens, there is ae x 
error in the reſult of the Nominal Call pronounc 

eſterday—a grievous error. It is my duty to lee 
it corretted, and it is your duty to hear me with at- 
tention, and in peace. The baſis of the National 
Repreſentation decreed by the Conſtitution, fixes the 
number of its members at 7453 but this number 
has been altered ſince the union of the late coun. 
ty of Avignon. Since the period of that union 
a deputation of three members has been allowed to 
hae county, and conſequently the Electoral Aſſem- 
bly of the department of the mouths of the Rhone 
with which the diſtrict of Vuncluſe has been united 
elected twelve deputies to the National Conven- 
tion, while only ten of them have been appointed 
to the Legiſlature. An augmentation of Repre- 
ſentatives has likewiſe taken place in the depart- 
ment of Drome, on account of the union with the 
diſtrict of Louveze. However, your reſult of the 
Nominal Call preſents but 745 members; the ſum 
of the votes preſents likewiſe 745 ; whereas both 
ſhould amount to 748. Beware, citizens, of the 
ſmalleſt ſcruple, when the life of a man is at ſtake. 
1 move, that the Preſident and Sceretaries, with the 

| aſſiſtance 4 
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aſſiſt ance of ſix members, if it he neceſſary, do 
verify inſtantly the minutes of Nominal Call, to 
clear up that difficulty, while we are fitting.” 
Lacroix remarked, that the liſt of the members 
had been ſet down wrohg eſterday ; that ſeyeral 
deputies had not been 84 ribed in the claſs in 
which they were ranged. Dumont, (ſaid he] a de- 
puty for the department of Somme, voted for death, 
and after his name they put down the word Deten- 
tion. 1 have alſo to obſerve, that it is aſtoniſn- 
ing that the majority which voted for the death 
of Louis, ſhould only have been frve votes; be- 
cauſe all thoſe who yoted for death, with the re- 
ſtrictions of reſpite or diſbuſſion, did all the while 
vote for death; the majority ought, therefore, 
to have been det ween 50 Ne 60. ä 

Dumont atteſted, that his vote had been for death. 
He called upon the whole deputation of Somme ta 
rove his 1 They conſiſted of ten mem- 
| — who aſcended the tribune, and confirmed 
what Dumont had advanced. | 

The four Secretaries who had marked the Nomi- 
nal Call, ſaid, that their four reſpective liſts bore 
the word Detention, after the name of Dumont. 

Dubois de Crance ſaid, that Laloue had likewiſe 
voted for death, and ill the word Detention was 
put. after his name. 

Loifel ſaid, that he had taken down the liſt of 
the voters, and that upon 55 departments, he 
found that 38 deputies has voted for death under 
reſtrictions, while the Secretaries at the table had 
only marked down 34 for 83 departments; he de- 
clared he would never repoſe any confidence. in 
the Secretaries. He moved for a freſh ſcrutiny , 

Salles, Secretary, ſaid, that the Secretaries had 
preſeml to the Preſiden a * exact and ſum- 
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mary "lift of the votes; but, that he and his col- 


EN did own, that among the 319 voters for 


Detention and Baniſhment, they 'had inſerted ſuch 
as had voted for death on conditions; as fog in- 
tance, ſuch as voted for Impriſonment, and for 


Death, if a foreign power ſhould bring about an 


-infurreQion i in France. 


A debate on the queſtion, whedier or not thoſe 


"who voted for Death, on condition, at a certain 
= mould be added to the liſt of the 366 mem- 
ers who had voted for immediate Death. 
rd meved, That the names of thoſe who 
A for the detention, or baniſhment of Lovis, 


bo as ſtateſmen, but who declared, that if they had 


«voted as jadges, they would have voted for death, 
be inſerted in the minutes of the proceedings : he 
"maintained that this was a proof that the greateſt 
part of the Convention voted for death. 
Thuriot moved, That the Secretaries ſhould read 


5 again, with a loud voice, the names of all the de- 


puties, and that each member preſent on the tri- 
bune, do corrett the error which the ſecretaries 
might have made reſpeQing their opinion. 
Lafource.—* All the motions offered, are ſnares 
to enthral the Convention, except that of Thuriot. 
The verdi& has heen ſolemnly pronounced, and we 
mult not think that the Convention means to aug- 
ment the majority. I move that the ſecretariesdo read 
over the name of every deputy with his vote, and 
that if the ſame be conformable to what he ſaid 
yeſterday on the tribune, he be ſilent and make no 
remonſtrance. This was decreed unanimouſly. 


MI. Falles aſcended the tribune, and read the mi- 


nutes of the nominal call. | 
Maile was the firſt voter, —( 4 voice exclaimed, 


. He is . ) N | 
5 5 Cor ſas 
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- "Gorſas—* Tt is on this opinion that a great num- 
ber ofthe members voted for death, under the 
reſtrictjions of Mazlke, as they ſaid. Maile, who 
ſpoke himſelf on the tribune yeſterday, repeated to 
me this morning, that he meant to, and actually 
did, vote for death, ſimply and excluſively but 
that he thought, afterwards, proper to make an ob- 


ſervation which he ſubmitted to the wiſdom of the 
Convention to weigh and conſider. Mailhe, there- 


fore, by his own avowal, is one of thoſe who voted 
for ablolute death. The verification of the nomi- 
nal call is made, and all the members who voted for 
death, concluded for the reſtriction of Mazlhe, own- 
ing thereby, that that reſtriction is agreeable to the 
ſenſe given it by Mailhe, and therefore abſolute 


death. Several members, among whom we reckon 


Petion, faid, that voted for death, inviting the 


Convention to deliberate on the queſtion of reſpite. 


Thus, among the claſs of voters for death with re- 


men there are but thoſe remaining who annexed 


to the capital puniſhment an expreſs condition, or 
thoſe who expreſſed that their verditt of death was 
indiviſible from the opinion of Maile. You ſee, 
therefore, citizens, after the termination of the 
nominal call, how incorrect it was. There are two 
principal an for this: the firſt, that the ſecreta- 
ries unanimouſly agreed that the obſervation of 
Mailhe was an' amendment; the ſecond, that ſeveral 
members told us, in voting for death vith the re- 


ſtriction of Mazlhe, © that their vote and reſtriction 


were indiviſible.'˙' 

- Breard moved, « That the Secretaries ſhould re- 
tire, to digeſt the minutes of the proceedings, and 
till then be replaced by on, | and that the minutes 
be read to-morrow. 


1 
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2. That they be printed, and ſent to all the Ste 
tions of the Republic. 


3. That an addreſs be ſet up, and. ſent to the. ' 
Sovereign People, in which the Convention ſhould 
explain the motives which indueed them to judge 


Louis XVI. 


Thuriot.— I oppoſe the ſyſtem of Breard; for 
the people of France have charged the N ational 
Convention to judge Louis Car ET.“ 

Several members exclaimed, * It is falſe! it is 
falſe!” and a great tumult enſued. ; 

Fhuriot.—* It is an inconteſtible truth. I am 


ſurprized to be thus interrupted by people who gave 


their yerdi@ both as Legiſlators and Judges. Rea- 
ſon, delicacy, honour ( Here another uproar took. 


Place. Gaudet, who occupied the Preſident's chair, 


exclaimed to one 97 the e I call you 
to order) 

Bourdon, —** What do you mean, Sir? Is it me 
you call to order??* (Here the tumults and howls be- 
came dreadful for ſome time.) 

Thuriot.— I oppoſe the addreſs mentioned by 
Breard, becauſe the nation has commiſſioned us to 


condemn the tyrant. After ſuch a commiſſion, we. 


are accountable to nobody for our motives! Be- 
ſides, it would be wronging the whole Republic were 
we to believe that there is one ſingle Frenchman 


who doubts Rill the crimes of the tyrant. I do 


move, 


1. That the Sepp re the national 


votes, and preſent the amendments. 


2. That the National Convention do not ſepa- 


| rate before it ſhall be declared, whether or not the 


execution of the ſentence of Louis {hall be re- 


ſpited. (This latter ene Was oppoſed by tumul- 


tuous mes ) 


Tallien. 


f 73) 

& Fallien.— Lovis knows his ſentence In the 
name of juſtice and humanity, be not ſo barbarous 
as to leave him any longer in ſuſpence! You ought 
not to let a condemned wretch ſuffer a thouſand 
times the pangs and anguith of death which awaits 
him.” 

Marat ſpoke at great length, t to. prove that France 
was impatient to hear the tidings of the death of 
Lovis XVI. and that the members having taken a 
nap laſt night, might as well finiſh their proceed- 

- ings during the preſent night.“ ; 

Couthon.— The laws and humanity agree to 
Tallien's motion. Our degree will ſave France. It 
is time to tear off the odigus maſk which concealed 
the ſoul of tyrants. The death of Louis will de- 
ſtroy the Kings and Deſpots. Inſtead of the ad- 
dreſs propoſed by Breard, I do move that the Ex- 
ecutive Council fend your decree of ſentence to 
the *84 departments, and that the ſentence be ex- 
ecuted on the place of- Carouſel, and a report of it 
made in 24 hours.“ 


[Here the monſters in the galleries burſt out in 61 
aufe. N 
plane] Preſident. conjured them in the name of 
humanity, not to ſet aſide all pity. | 3 
In the fitting of the 19th, it ſtruck eleven when 
neither the Preſident nor his ſecretaries made theit 
appearance. Breard moved that they be all cen 
ſured; but Barrere, who occupied the chair, ſaid, 
that the Preſident and his ſecretaries, would come at 
twelve o' clock, and that their abſence was owing to 
the fatigues they had undergone. * 
A letter was afterwards read from the commiſſaa 
ries of Mont Blanc, who voted for the death of 
Louis, without- the appeal to <ne people. Diffe- 

rent..other letters were read afterwards, 
5 At 
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( 194 ) 
At twelve o'clock the auer of the day — 


. 


SHALL OR SHALL NOT A Rares or THE 
EXECUTION OF THE SENTENCE /PASSED ON 
LOUIS CAPET, XK E LACE? 

Choudieu moved, chat the queſt ion relative to the 

reſpite be decided before the Convention ac 

riſe.Decreed. 

Bourdon moved, that the W ns! call do imme- 
diately take place, to know whether or not a 4; "og 
could be granted to Louis Ca Er, from the ſen- 
tence paſſed upon him. Three numerous hits of 


names to ſpeak for or agApſt the reſpite. 

Valaze declared, that he wiſhed for no farther 
reſpite than till the whole family of the Bourbons 
ſhould have been expelled the territory of the re- 
public. 

Marat. It 1s with the greateſt indignation I ſos 


members were then l who had inſerted their 


| here a queſtion diſcuſſed, which is already reſolved 


in the minds of all the friends of liberty. Theſe 
delays are the fruit of the plot of a handful of in- 
triguing men. You have decreed a republic, but it 
will be a caſtle built of cards as long as the head of 
the tyrant ſhall not have been ſtruck off. I move 
againſt all reſpite; I move that the ſentence be fully 


and entirely executed on Louis in twenty- four i 


hours,” © 


Marat made ſeveral groſs verſagal alluſions to ſe- 
veral members, and was called to orger by the Pre- 


 fident; others moved that he be cenſured. I defp 
cenſure,” cried Marat.—* J call you to order a 2 
time, ſaid the Preſident.—“ 7 defy your cenſure, 1 


brave it for the public weal. Several members called 


third 


1 


Mird time to order,” ſaid the Preſident, “ and with 
cenſure; and if you perſevere in diſturbing the Conven- 
tion, I ſhall confult whether you are to be ſent to the ab- 
bey.''—Here Marat held his tongue. 
Pons inſiſted, that all diſcuſſion reſpecting a reſ- 
pite ſhould ceaſe, ſince judgment had been paſſed 
after a moſt ſolemn deliberation: he ſaid the queſ- 
tion had been judged three times, and was ſufficient- 
ly clear from the explanations given yeſterday, when 
it was evident, that 720 deputies had voted for the 
death of Lovis. | N Sk | 
_. Genſoune.—* You cannot order the execution of 
vou ſentence without compromiſing the public wel- 
fare, unleſs you do previouſly take proper meaſures 
of ſafety, that no ſiniſtrous accident may happen in 
Haris, or in the departments in Frauce. I do invite 
the Convention to order the conſtituted authorities 
to come to the bar, to aſſure us that the ſituation of 
Paris be ſo, that an execution, finiſhed in 24 hours, 
may not be attended with diſturbances; above all, 
that they do inform us, if property and perſons be 
reſpected; if the lives of the family of Louis be 
ſafe, for the Convention ought not to diſgrace them 
ſelves in their own eyes, by murders which they 
might have prevented.“ $ 7 
Louvet was of opinion, that, for the honour of the 
people of France, and for the honour of the Con- 
vention itſelf, the queſtion ought to be treated with 
2 poſſible maturity, and according to its magni- 
tude. 5 * 


* | r 
Here was read the following 1 
LETTER of RESIGNATION of M. MANUEL. 
CITIZEN PRESIDENT, Paris, January 18. 


As a repreſentative of the people, I know too well my 
rights and my duties, and I have ſo well fulfilled the latter, ad 
BS a 4 8 never 
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Kever| to forfeit the former. A crime has been committed 
- againſt the nation in my perſon: it would be betraying her not 
to denounce it. As a ſecretary of the Convention, where 
five votes have decided the fate of perhaps more than one em- 
pice, I went out after a fitting of forty hours, extremely in 
Want of a purer air, when a fet of judges fell upon me, upon 

me e a free people! my firſt impulſe was to pu- 
niſh'them inſtantly; but I was in the Convention; it beeame 
the whole Convention to avenge the injury—Repreſentatives 
what have you done? with your omnipotence, you ſtill want 
the power ot ſending to 84 3 the liſt of ſome diſor- 
ganizers, who, by the ſole talent of mak ing a noiſe; deprive 
you of the faculty of doing good. AY 


. 


From the firſt time you ſuffered yourſelves to be de- 
graded, legiſlators, you have expoſed Franee; and ſuch as you 
are (I muſt ſpeak the truth)—Yes, ſuch as you are, you 
cannot fave her; the good man has henceforth nothing elſe to 
do, than to wrap himfelf up in his cloak: For my own part, 
citizen Preſident, ſince I am deprived of hopes, I do fear no 
more; after having proteſted to the Convention, that I will 
precipitate myſelf Lefore them into the gulf of Curtius, that 
the people may be happy at laſt, I believe it incumbent on my 
_ eonfcience, on my principles, to inform them of my reſig- 
nation, which I beg you will accept, ſince it is no longer in 
my power to ſerve the nation in the ſtation to which ſhe 
promoted me; I ſhall ferve her better in my obſcure cot, in 
devoting myſelf, by my writings, and by my examples to the” 
education of youth—for the revolution only wants men. 


« MANUEL.” 


The diſcuſſion on the reſpite now began. 
Buxat firſt aſcended the tribune “ I fhall perhaps 
be murdered, but poſterity ſhall judge me; I wilt 
therefore vote for the ſyſtem of reſpite. Your ſen- 
tence has been paſſed by a very ſmall majority; it 
has. been followed by tumults and diſturbances, in 
the heart of your aſſembly; it would however have 
been deſirable, if many members had joined the ma- 
Jority to give it a greater preponderance, and to let 
| | calmneſs 


on 


(177 1) 


calmneſs preſide over our deliberations. This ſmall 
majority will be your reproach; the ſentence will 
only be conſidered as the reſult” of the divers paſſi- 
ons which ſurround you. You wiſh to haſten the 
public misfortunes, of which your ſentence is cer- 
tainly not the cauſe, but it will ſerve as a pretence. 
The foreign powers will ruſh upon us; torrents of 
blood will flow; our finances wilt be deſtroyed, and 
commerce and induſtry cannot regenerate amidit 
ſuch a load of troubles ; and theſe troubles will be 
imputed to you. üble 45 
If we cannot gain peace, in preparing for war, 
let us at leaſt ſurround ourſelves with the confidence 
of our conſtituents, and let us not therefore preci- 
pitate the execution of that ſentence. Combine 
thoſe prudent ideas with the dangers that ſurround 
you. It might perhaps be dangerous to protratt 
that period togreat length; I only aſk for one thing, 
which is, that you do accompany your judgment 
with prudential meaſures, ſo that no one may doubt 
that you paſſed it with all freedom. Take proper 
meaſures, that not only the members of the Con- 
vention, but the Pariſians, and all France may be 
ſure, that your judgment will not be followed by 
' troubles. I ſhould wiſh, above all things, to pre- 
vent people from ſaying, that we are the tools of a 
faction; that beſides the ſentence and its execution, 
you do occupy yourſelves with the family of the 
Bourbons, that we may not have to apprehend, leſt 
ſome individuals do ſucceed the tyrant cut off.“ 

« Yes! it is congenial to my ſoul, that they wiſh 
for another King after the preſent. Citizens, let 
us never. forget what happened in England under 
the ſame circumſtances. In thoſe times they uſed 
to call royaliſts, thoſe who wiſhed for moderation in 


the execution of Charles I. Compare even the in- 
N juries 


( 178 ) 
juries which were thrown out at that epoch, with 
thoſe which we throw out every day, and you will 
find that there exiſts a party, and that this party 
only wiſhes for the death of Louis XVI. to make 
another King. Yes, citizens, the fatts, the events 
which I have ſeen, force me to conjure you to take 
meaſures that no King may appear after the death of 
Lovis. The population of this city is immenſe, a 
party may eahly be raiſed from hob who have all 
to gain and nought to loſe. If the Convention were in 
any other place than Paris, I would not demand the 
exile of the Bourbons; but do not forget that it was 
London that put Charles II. on the throne of his fa- 
ther. If the Convention does not expel the Bour- 
Bons before the execution of the ſentence of Louis, 
„ou will ſoon have a King in Paris—-you will have 
bim. and in deſpite of you. Yes, you have every 
thing to fear of the faction, who made you revoke 
your decree on the expulſion of the Bourbons, who 
have inſulted one of your members within theſe 
very walls; judge then if you ſhall not be conſtrain- 
ed to decree whatever they pleaſe. Of what uſe is 
the oath of the ſona King! Give me leave to tell 
you they know nothing but crime and perjury. 
Thoſe people, born on the throne, want govern 
ment, as we do want to enjoy equality, Away then 
—away with them, and I will come among you to- 
morrow, and all difference between us ſhall hence. 
forth ceaſe. I do not know, but I foreſee that man 
aſcend the throne which he does not deſerve. | I do 
therefore demand an interyal between the ſentence 
and its execution, and drive away in this interval all 
thoſe men who belonged to the throne, and whom 
foreign powers may want; for they want Kings, and 
they aſſociate with the vileſt of men to gain aN 
EIN : 7 | end. 
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end. Now I conclude, citizens, and if you do | 
not paſs this decree, I give you up as loſt, as un- 


done,” 


Thuriot.—* The ſentence of death is pronounced 


it is the will of the nation: it ſhall be executed. 
How durſt the minority lay a veto on the deciſion of 


the majority? There is not one man in Paris but. 


would ſhed the laſt drop of his blood to have the ſen- 


tence. executed, which dooms Lov1s to periſh on 


the ſcaffold! Can we have any intereſt in ſeeing 
the tyrant periſh by ſedition? 'Why ſhould we wiſh 
to proſecute innocence, while we have crimes to pu- 


mniſh? What harm have thoſe Bourbons done who 


remained among us. Let Louis be executed in 
twenty-four hours. 9 55 
Barbaroux ſeconded Thuriot with all his might, 
and voted for immediate execution. He moved, 
that all the Bourbons be expelled : but, ſays he, „let 
us render. the exile of Phillipe Orleans as comfort- 
able as poſſible.” 3 
Condorcet. Thus far we had onlyto combat with kings, 
followed by their armies, whom the habit of obedience, 
and the chain of a ſevere diſcipline, does not per- 
mit to examine the juſtice of the cauſe for which 


- they fight. The Nations were in doubt, or formed 
ſecret wiſhes for us, which events may transform 


into effeQtual ſuccours. At preſent, kings endea- 
vour to inſpire the people whom they govern with 
a hatred for France, and to render national the wars 
they have declared againſt her. Calumny is the 
means they adopt. They aſſert that the National 
Convention has only ſacrificed Louis to ſatisfy its 
vengeance, and they paint us as men that thirſt for 
blood. They reproach the nation in the ſame man- 
ner. They ſay that you have yielded to the terror 
with which a people delivered up to anarchy, and 

l | grounded 
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grounded on barbarous ſentiments, inſpired you with. 
This is the only means they have to injure us: I fear 
no other ; but if we are united, if our condut is 
worthy of our cauſe, we may brave this alſo. 
When my colleagues mounted the tribune to give 
their votes, I obſerved the moſt ardent and the moſt 
firm patriots vote for Death with the utmoſt ſorrow. 
Aboliſh, then, the pain of Death for all private 
crimes; and reſerve to yourſelves the conſideration 
of examining, if it ought to be inflicted for crimes 
againſt the ſtate. | 1 | s 
The prompt judgment of the accuſed is alſo the 


* * 


duty of humanity ; yet at Paris, the priſons are full 


3 


3 


of accuſed perſons. 

There 1s only one Criminal Tribunal at Parts; 
there ought to be one for each Department; but 
this apparent equity eonceals a real inequality; for 
where is the equality of having, in one place, a Tri- 
dunal for eight hundred thouſand perſons—in an- 
other, for two hundred thouſand? I therefore de- 

mand that there be three Criminal Tribunals at Pa- 
7 5 BP e. 
You have hitherto ſne wn a ſolicitude for the main- 
tenance of Liberty. Haſten, then, to decree a law 
to regulate adoptions ; haſten to inſure the lot of 
children not born in wedlock; and take care that 
the names of foundlings and illegitimate children no 

longer ſtain Republican language. A en g 
HFaſten to take meaſures, that if impoſts muſt be 
levied, it be no longer on the poor. Dvsaurx 
has prepared a report upon the late Royal Lottery, 
which is at the ſame time a burdenſome impoſt, and 
the ſource of miſery.—Examine it; and be not 
afraid of deſtroying, in aboliſhing, this fource of 
revenue : a better may be ſubſtituted in its room. 

| N N Submit 
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Submit to the examination of humanity and of 
juſtice, thoſe hurtful and uſeleſs laws which give to 
the creditor, upon the liberty of the debtor, a right 
which neither nature nor the intereſts of commerce, 
rightly underſtood, require, | 

The organization of public relief demands all 
your attention; but humanity demands proviſory 
meaſures, in ſeeing our public walks full of people 
covered with wounds, deprived of their limbs, 
and unable to provide for their wants. If equalit 
is not a vain name, does not the nation owe to hel: 
men a retreat and ſubſiſtence ? | $i 

When. you have fulfilled theſe duties, you may 
reply to thoſe who reproach you with the death of 

Lovis, We have puniſhed a King, but ſaved a hun- 
dred thouſand men. 

There is in Europe a nation that ſincerely loves 

Liberty, even when it miſtakes the nature of this 
ſacred right, and of the means of preſerving it. 
The public ſpirit rules with energy. The juſtice and 
humanity of her laws made her led when all 
Europe groaned under an abſurd and barbarous 
juriſprudence. At preſent, the Engliſh Miniſter 
endeavours to excite that nation againſt us. Let us 
tell them, we have aboliſhed the pain of Death; you 
preſerve it for the ſtealing of a few ſhillings; and it 
exiſts in your law for even imaginary crimes: you 
deliver the debtor to the avarice, to the caprice, of 
his creditors ; but our laws, more humane, reſpett 
miſery and poverty— Judge, then, between us, and 
ſee to whom the reproach of inhumanity more juſtly 
belongs. . OE | 

THOMAS PAIN E.—“ I have voted for the deten- 
« tion of Louis and his baniſhment after the war, 
« but I am much afraid that the ſpeedy execution 

.« of the ſentence of Louis will rather paſs for a 
wo. N 3 | « deed 
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« deed of vengeance than a meaſure of juſtice. I wiſh 
* the Convention had voted as the nation would; I 
« mean for impriſonment, | | 

« 'The UNITED STATEs of AMERICA have the 
« utmoſt veneration for Lov1s, who gave them Li- 
« berty. And I can pledge my ſelf to you, that the 
cc ſentence of Lovis will overwhelm all the Ame- 
« ricans with conſternation. And remember, that it 
« is they who will alone ſupply you with all the 
« timber and naval ſtores you ſhall want in the mari. 
time war you are about to declare, The north, 
« of Europe is ready to bring its forces againſt you. 
« You mean to ſend an ambaſſador to Philadel- 
« phia; my ſincere wiſh is, that he may announce 
* to the Americans, that the National Conventian 
« of France, from pure friendfhip to America, has 
> conſented to reſpite the ſentence of Louis. 

« Citizens, let 10 a neighbouring Deſpot enjoy 
« the ſatisfaction of ſeeing that man mount the 
« ſcaffold who bas broke the irons of the Ameri- 
* cans.:” 

ay treated the queſtion in a political light, 
and after having expoſed the numberleſs evils which 
would overwhelm France, be moved for a reſpite, 


till the new LON ſhould be accepted by the 
eople. 

NE Legendre ſwore, that neither politics nor factions 
would do; but the head of che Traitor Louis ſhould. 
drop on the ſcaffold. 

Barrere, in a moſt violent ſpeech, urged, that the 
execution of the ſentence of Louis ſhould take 
place immediately, and concluded, that the Nomi- 
nal Call ſhould inſtantly follow. 


The Queſtion was then put in the following man- 
ner: 


SHALL OR SHALL NOT A RESPITE TAKE rx ace? 
© 


(2: -) 


The Nominal Call commenced at eight o'clock, 
and was terminated at half paſt eleven, when there 


appeared the following 
._ -- RESULT. 
For a Reſpite — 286 
For immediate Execution 380 


Majority for Execution 

It was now twelve o'clock at night, wheh Verg- 
niaud, the Preſident, roſe and ſaid, 

«© In TRE NAME or THE NATIONAL CONVEN= 
TION, I Do DECLARE, THAT THE EXECUTION OF 
THE SENTENCE PASSED ON LOUIS XVI. sraLL 
NOT BE RESPITED.” 2 

On the motion of Cambaceres, the following de- 
crees were then paſſed: 

1. The Executive Council ſhall notify the ſen- 
tence to Louis, and cauſe the ſame to be exe- 
cuted within twenty-four hours after the notifica- 
tion thereof. | 

2. Lovis ſhall have free intercourſe with his 
family, and chooſe any miniſter he pleaſes to aſſiſt 
him in his laſt moments. 

3. The Executive Council ſhall give an account 
of the meaſures taken for the ſafety of Paris, at 
eleven o' clock to-morrow morning. 

On Sunday 20th of January, the following tranſ. 
ations took place in the National Couvention : 
Fiean de Bry roſe and ſaid—“ The decree of ſen- 
tence, which you have paſſed, lies entirely at the 
Convention's own door. I am convinced that my 
colleagues will defend it to the laſt drop of blood, 
fince it is the expreſſion of the general will. I do 
not in the leaſt > ag pretend to reſtritt the liberty 
of the preſs, which ought to remain unattempted, 
and to reign in its full latitude in a country. which 

> a has 


{(&2 3? CY 
has the happineſs of being free; but 1 can no longer 
ſee, without the moſt poignant grief, ſeveral of our 
colleagues poſt up profuſe notices, that they can no 
farther abide with blood-thirſty men—give in their 
reſignation, under thoſe critical "circumſtances in 
which we now are—and make our. conſtituents be- 
| lieve that we can no longer be conducive to the hap- 
pineſs of France, by giving her good laws.“ 
cc Citizens, we: have burnt our ſhip. We can no 
more look back upon what is n. us prepare 
for the combat, and, united together, conjure up the 
ſtorm. The ſoil of liberty muſt be maintained. 
There are ſome who pretend to rumour about, that 
there are bad citizens who wiſh to revive tyranny. 
I. know of no fattion,—But if there exiſts one; ve 
ought for this preciſe reaſon to remain on our poſt. — 
Let us, periſh; if ue muſt periſi but let us ſave the 
county. ¶( Here many members roſe, and repeated the 
ſame words!) Let the Convention give the motives 
from which they paſſed ſentence on Louis XVI. 
and if there is a man, or a faction, who may wiſh to 
undo the Common Wenn. I iwear to remain on 
my poſt. ”5 
3 St. Tbienmdt- The beſt means to prevent 
the evils which might attend the ſevere meaſures 
taken by the Convention would be to charge the 
eee of General Defence, to preſent the fruit 
of their reflections on the beſt means of repulſing 
the deſpotic aggreſſions of all the European pow- 
ers leagued againſt us. We ought above all things 
to occupy our attention with the ſalutary meaſures 
propoſed yeſterday by Condorcet, tending to ſuppreſs 
| begging, by finding ſure employment for the needy 
,—to eſtabliſh more criminal tribunals. at Paris 
to aboliſh the puniſhment of death in all crimes 
ade treaſon againſt _s ſtate — to afford relief and 
| . 9 aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance to ſick and lame; and finally, to. regulate 
the ſyſtem of education, to refine the national 
manners, and to form men vorthy of the Republic, 
and mankind at large. n PER RE 
Laſource.—“ What need we give an account of 
the motives which prompted us to ſentence Cr ET 
to loſe his head?—I proteſt againſt ſuch a meaſure, 
The beſt manner to juſtify your decree; is to make 
due proviſion for. the. happineſs of the people, by 
giving them good laws. You have fulfilled the 
object of your miſſion with regard to the tyrant: 
you have ſtruck down deſpotiſm, but what can all 
this avail you if you do not haſten with rapid ſtrides 
to give France a good conſtitution. Of what ſer- 
vice will it be to you if you do not caſt a firm and 
attentive eye upon every thing that ſurrounds. you: 
and if, amidſt the enemies, who are all prepared to 
1 attack you, you do not conſtantly ſtrain your every 
: nerve to concert ſuch means of defence as may 
ſave the Republic, I do therefore move, that your 
Committee of General Defence do ſpeedily make 
their report on our preſent political ſituation. I 
do likewiſe move, that all other buſineſs ceafing, — 
you do occupy-yourſelves to-morrow, with the fate 
of the children and parents of Louis. I ſwear 
before the National Convention, before all France 
and poſterity, rather. to die than let a new tyrant 
deſtroy the liberty. of my country. I do declare 
that we ſhall be real tyrants if we do not conſult its 
happineſs, or fruſtrate its hopes. Having now -aſ- 
ſaſſinated tyranny, we ought to deſtroy all factions 
e ought to proſeribe thoſe diſcuſſions © which 
have, for this' long time paſt, ſet a bad pattern- of 
imitation. Beware, leſt the people ſhould: regret 
the deſpotiſm of one man, when that of 745 other 
men might ſucceed; let us forſwear all parties: let 
| . us 
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us never talk of a Petion or a Briſſot: I believe. 
they are honourable men, but never will I imitate 
them: I do fwear never to eſpouſe a faction. (Moſt 
of the 4 rofe from their ſeats, and took the ſame 
oath with uplifted hands.) 
Breard.— I fecond Laſource, and am of opinion, 
that the ſureſt expedient to ſtifle all hatreds, all diſ- 
cords, all factions, will be for the Convention to 
occupy themſelves without delay with the fate of 
Lovis the laſt, and all the family of the Bourbons. 
Wrthout having recourſe to other matters, let us 
conſider this as one of the moſt important.“ 
Tacroia.— Phyficians of the ſtate, you waſte 
too much time in preſcribing unfit remedies. Look 
firſt to your armies, behold them almoſt deſtroyed 
by want and fell diſeaſe; naked, hungry, and de- 
ſtitute. Look to the army in Belgia, perhaps they 
will not be able to take the field next May. I do 
therefore move, That the Convention, after em- 
ploying one hour every day in the fate of the 
Bourbon family, conſecrate the reſt of every fitting 
to hear the reports of their committees of War an 
general defence, 
Te Convention adopted the motion of Lacroes 
by decree, and paſſed to the order of the day, 
on the motion of Laſource, on account of the de- 
cree already extant, purporting that the fate of the 
family of Bourbon ſhall be diſcuſſed A 
after the trial of Louis XVI. i 
lere Cambon denounced the letter of reſignation 
of Kerfaine, which was read, and is dated 


P aris, Jan. 18. 


0c Citizen Preſident, 


8 The ſituation of my health, which has for ſome time 
{ been extremely delicate, renders it impoſſible for me to 
ſupport the — of continuing in ſo turbulent an Aſſem- 


bly ; 
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bly as the National Convention: but it is ſtill more impoſſi- 
ble for me to endure the ſhame of ſitting in the ſame. hall 
with ſanguinary men—in a hall where their opinion, preceded 
by terror, prevails over that of honeſt men—where Marat 
prevails over PETION! | \ 
« If the love of my country has induced me to ſubmit to 
the misfortune of being the colleague of the panegyrifts and 
and promoters of the aſſaſſinations of September = 1 ſhall, 
however, prevent my memory from heing reproached with 
having been their accomplice. To do this, I have only the 
preſent moment : to-morrow it will be too late. 

« I return to the boſom of the people. I diveſt myſelf of 


that inviolability which they veſted in me, ready to give 


an account to them of all my actions; and, without reproach, 

I give in my reſignation as a Deputy of the National Con- 
vention, | : * 

(Signed) KERSAINT.” 


' Rabaud St. Etienne propoſed, that the reſignations 
of Manuel and Kerſaint be both rejected, and both 


members, like all others who ſhould hereafter ſend 
in their reſignation in a like manner forced to return 


to their poſt. | 
Cambon.—“ It is a pity that the moſt memorable 
periods of all political aſſemblies ſhould have been 
marked with reſignations. The very day after the 
abolition of privileges and titles, ſeveral members 
of the Conſtituent Aſſembly gave in their reſigna- 


tion; it was after the country had been declared to 


be in danger, ſeveral members of the Legiſlative 
Aſſembly forſook us; and the day after the judg- 
ment of the tyrant, Kerſaint and Manuel deſert the 
Convention. I would, however, have taken no 
notice of the reſolutions which the late repreſenta- 


tives of the people choſe to take, did not the letter 


of Kerſaint appear to be principally diretted to de- 
grade the Convention. Kerſaint ſays, he can no 
longer fit with the rufflans and blood-hounds of the 
ſecond of September, Where are then thoſe 

| wretcheg 
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3 pollpted with ſo many crimes? Mark chem 
out ! Let not ſuſpicions ſo atrocious hover indiſt int 
over the head of every member of the Conven« 
tion ſuſpicions which muſt revolt in every honeſt 
ſoul, . But ſhould Kerſaint once have proved what 
he bas aſſerted, how will he be able to juſtify him- 
ſelf for having ut on the ſame footing both the 
aſſaſſins. of the fe cond of September and the ſen- 
rence juſt paſſed by che National Convention? 

« Should he, 5 be in ſome ſecret un- 
derſtanding with the Court of London, and all the 
foreign powers who have nothing elſe to do, than to 
revile and degrade the French nation and her repre- 
ſentatives, as men loaded with crime, and to depict 
all true Republicans as blood-hounds 2 Ah! there 
is no man. that deteſts, more than I do, the 
dreadful maſſacres of the 1ſt and ad of September. 
1 have but too often told! my mind on that ſubje& 
in this tribune. But could -I ever have JOIN 
| that I ſhould be in ſome manner impeached as an 
accomplice, of thoſe maſſacres, merely becauſe I 
have; from motives of conſcience, voted for the 
death of the tyrant. '' 1 do therefore move, that 
the National Cena) accept of the reſignation 
of Kerjaint ; and that for the ſake of rendering the 
Jaſt ſervice to the country, he be ordered to make 
his appearance at the bar, to impeach the aſſaſſins 
and blood-hounds of the 2d of September, who, be 
ſays, are here fitting.“ 

Le Hardi. Do not accept of the reſignation 
of Kerſainti, for ſeveral, motives.— The firſt, I do 
urge, is, That no repreſentative of the people has he 
right. to relinquiſh his poſt when dangers, heavy and 


imminent, threaten the country. The ſecond 1 urge 


is, That it is a concern of magnitude, at a, moment 


30 we are going, to declare war by fea, oF 
FT. erve 


( 189 ) 
ſerve a man, who, with many local virtues, and li- 
terary eat, unites the a ng of 4 Kilful 
ſeaman. . e 

= 747 MEAN 0 I ah maintain, that a mu) 

of the people, who does no more belong to himſelf, 
but to the conſtituents who have choſen him to re- 
preſent them, cannot thus give in his reſignation. 
Let, therefore, Manuel, denounce the ill treatment 


he has met with i in the Cöfbention and let his re- 
ſignation be annulled like that of Kerſaint, whoſe 


talents the Republic cannot diſpenſe with: If you 


want bim at the bar, he can appear no otherwiſe 
than an evidence. 1 move, therefore, that be- 
fore all other matters, you do decree that the 
villains of the 2d and 3d of September, hall BS. 


proſecuted. 


. What a toward i 1s Kerſaint, to bass | 


deſerted: his poſt as a public functionary. There is 
a law which, declares infamous and traitors,” all 
thoſe who forfake their ſtation while tlie country is 
in danger. Well—let this law be applied to Ker- 
ſaint— let him be declared an infamous traitor to 


his country; and as ſuch order him to appear at 


your bar. As to the abilities of Kerſaint, they may 
deſerve reſpett - but woe betide the Republic if ſhe 
cannot find another man "equa to him 1 in boint of 
— 

Genſonne.—“ Let the 8 Kroke which” levelled 
the tyrant with the duſt, level anarchy and villainy. 
J move that the Convention do not riſe, before 
they decree, that the Miniſter of Juſtice ſhall pro- 
ſecute the ring-leaders, accomplices, and abettors of 
the maſſacres Wen at Paris in che n 
* - | 

 Chambon 
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| Chambon vindicated Kerſaint, and above all, his 
intentions, which, he ſaid, were not to inculpate * 

Convention, but only ſome individuals, ſuch as 
Marat. 
- Doucet moved, That Kerſaint be not heard at the 
bar before the motion of Cenſonne ſhould, have been 
adopted, * for then,“ ſaid. he, <« Kerſaint will be a 
witneſs, like many other ood citizens... 

Lacroix. Pals to the order of the day, and 
leave thoſe daſtards, who quit their poſt in time of 
danger, to the ſentiment of their own ſhame.“ 

Here a violent aud tumultuous debate enſued, which 
obliged the þ A to cover himſelf to {i ror calm. 
* re- echoe all paris o the pro- 
ofitzon of Genſonne be STE 

2a propoſed, by way of [Ws IR that the 
Miniſter of Juſtice be charged at the ſame time to 
proſecute thoſe, who on the 10th of Auguſt repaired 
to the caſtle to combat the people. 

Tkuriot farther moved, That thoſe be enrolled i in 
the liſt of ptoſecution, who, at the ſame. riod, 
_ deſerted their reſpettive ſtations, to go and fight in 
defence of the court, and that the Miniſter of Juſtice 
be charged to give an account of theſe proſecu- 
tions every ſe'nnight. 

The Convention roſe, and adopted the propoſal 
of Genſenne, with unanimous acclamation, moving 
the adjournment. 

Barrere.— No adjournment—it will not an- 


ſwer. 2 


Here the Convention decreed the motion of 


- Genſonne, with the amendments of Tallien and The | 
riot. 


They afterwards decreed, that Kerſaint be or- 
ed to * at the bar. * 
| ere 


(' 19% 
Here the report was made by the MiuIsTEX or * 
FosT1CE, on the NoTiFICATION of the SEN= 
TENCE of LOUIS XVI. 
GARAT, (Miniſter of Juſtice.) 

e Citizens, dee 1, the Secretary of the 
Executive Council, two Members of the Depart- 
ment, and the Mayor of Paris, went. to the Tem- 
ple, where we got admittance to Lovuts, the con- 1 
demned, about ten o'clock in the morning. As bl. 
Preſident of the Council, I ſaid to the malefaftor, . MW 
Lovis! the Executive Council has been charged f 
to notify to you the ſentence and decrees of the 
Convention relative to your perſon! The Secretary | 
read them. Louis drew from his portfolio a piece 
of writing, ſigned with his own hand. We retired 
to the Executive Council, to whom we delivered # 

the writing of Lov1s, and who, after due delibera 
tion, ordered the ſame to be laid before you, VER 
I do therefore preſent. 

Here the Convention- ordered the piece of writ= 

ing to be read, which is as follows: 


« T crave a delay of three days to prepare myſelf to ap- 
pear in the preſence of God. 
] beg to be permitted to have a free intercourſe with my 
family, and to fee the perſon whom my conſcience chooſes, 
without witneſs. 
„ I requeſt, that the Convention may take into their con- 
ſideration, the fate of my family, and to permit them, after 
my execution, to retire wherever they pleaſe. 
„e I beg that I may be freed from the conſtant guard and 
extraordinary vigilance, whenever I ſhall be with the perſon 
approved of by my conſcience, or with my family. 
„e I intreat the beneficence of the nation, 8 provide for 
the perſons once attached to my houſehold, many of whom 
aæare poor old men and women, who are now reduced to great 
_—y and had not wherewithal to ſubſiſt on but my bounty. 
(Signed) IOS.“ 


( 192. ) 
Ws. Lovis“ ſaid the Miniſter, « delivered after. 
wards a paper to a Commiſſary of the Common, 


appointing Citizen Edgeworth Fermont, of No. 28g, 
Rue de Bacg, to be his confeſſor, 


A diſcu jon took Piece on the different requelts 


of Louis XVI. 
Lacroix moved, That te reſpite demanded by 


6 Louis, be not granted. * 
FTbe Convention decreed That the Executive 


Council be authorized to inform Louts Cartr, 


that the French Nation, ever magnanimous, ever 
Juſt, will take care of his family that all his re- 
| queſts are granted, fave the delay or reſpite.” yl,” 


On Sunday the 20th, the Councit of the Chae x 
| miſſaries, on duty in the Temple, ſent the Cage 
note 5 the unfortunate Lov 1s to the Council 


general: 


F 
424 


« I pray, the Commiſtipnerd of the Cancer to end to 


te Council General my demands: 


c&c  1x}|, Upon the reſolution of Thurklay, which n 


that I am not to be left alone a moment, ay or night. It 
will be eaſily perceived, that in my ſituation, it is hard not 
to be left alone, and to have the leiſure neceſſary for medita- 
tion; alid that in the night, there is occaſion for repoſe. - 
2 Adly, On the reſolution that prevents me from ſeeing my 
Counſel. A decree of the National Convention had given 
me leave to ſee then without reſtraint, without fixing any 


termz and Lam i and of its having been revoked.” 


(Signed) . -» <LOUIS” 


1 e that this letter had been written be- 
75 the ſentence was ſignifled to Louis, the Coun- 


cal therefore took no notice of it. 


On the ſame morning the Proviſory Executive 


| Council ilued the following proclamation, 
e (Signed) ROLAND: 


The 
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The Proviſory Executive Council, having de- 
liberated upon the meaſures to be taken for the exe- 
- cution of the decrees of the National Convention 
of the 15th, 17th; 19th; 20th, of January; 1793 
makes the following diſpoſitions; JH 
Iſt, The execution of the judgment af Louis Carer 
ſhall be to-morrow, Monday January 21. "I 22 5 
A2 dly, The place of the execution ſhall be the place of the 
Revolution, late that of Louis XV. between che pedeſtal 
and the Champs 15 675 Tk 8 WED! 12 
Zaly, Louis ſhall leave the Temple at eight o'clock in the 
morning; ſo that the execution may be over at noonday.- 
4thly, The Commiſſioners of the department of Paris, _ 
the Commiſſioners of the Municipality, and two members of 1 
the criminal tribunal, ſhall be preſent at the execution; and bi 
the Secretary of the tribunal ſhall draw up the ra e - 1 | 
and the ſaid Commiſhoners, and the members of the tribunalz | 
as ſoon as the execution is over, ſhall give an account of it to 
the council, which ſhall remain in permanent fitting the whole 
July Louis Carer ſhall paſs by the Boulevards to the 
place of the revolution. x | 350 6 5 
General Santerre; formerly a brewer, and at this 
period, Commander in Chief of the Pariſian forces, | | 
_ preſented a plan to the Common of Paris tending 1 
to ſecure the public tranquillity of the city during 
the execution of the ſentence of Louis XVI. This 1 
plan which was unanimouſly adopted; was the fol- 
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Each ſeQtion ſhall furniſh 25 men, armed with 
fuſils, and having 16 charges of powder and ball. 1 
They ſhall underſtand the uſe of arms, and their | 
principles ſhall be well known. Each {hall have a 'N 


. 


paper at his button-hole, with his name, the name 1 
of the preſident; and the ſection he belongs to. i 
 Thefe 1200 mem ſhall be at the Temple at half 
after ſeven o'clock in the morning. Each comman- "op 1 
der over 25 men ſhal Igive in a liſt of them to the Ad. 
ES N 0 iutant- | | 
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junkileGanetal/ on duty at the Temp te, who ſhalt 
Call over their names, and Who, as well ts the chief 
of the Legion, may diſmiſs ſuch men of the guard as 
may have got 1510 it by wiltake, and whoſe princi- 
ples may be = a | 
Bach legion ſhall furniſh a W for this 
eſcort. The latter” ſhall ſet out at half after ſeven 
C'clock, at lateſt; from the rendezvous of each 
legion, with two drummers. All theſe to be under 
the orders of the Drum-Mayor of the ſecond le- 
ion. 
; The Guard on duty at che Temple on the zoth 
ry; ſhall remain with thoſe that relieve them 
oh the 21ſt, till after the execution. The Guard 
' which is to do duty to-morrow, ſhall have two pie-' 
ces of cannon, with covered waggons to return 
Vith them. This Guard ſhall be at the Temple by, 
ſeven o'clock in the morning. 
The fifth Legion ſhall poſt ſtrong detachments 
from the ſtreet Philipeau to the gate Saint Martin. 
The cannon muſt. de nearer than 8 
ees. 
The fixth 1 wall al ſupply ſtrong detach, 
ments, to be *poſted from the port Sand Martin 
compriſing t the Boulevards, and the gate May , 
tre. 
The firſt legion, from the gate Montmartre to- * 
ſtreet Mirabeat. i 
Ibe ſecond legion, Kom the ſtreet Mirabeau to 
the gate Saint Honore. 
I be fourth legion, from ie gate Saint Honorẽ 
o the ſquare of the revolution; from the ſtreet 
of the Champs-Elyſees, and the ſquare of the revo- 
tation, to the ſtreet late Royale, to oppoſite the 
draw-bridge; and alſo from the ſtreet bee ig 
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The third legion ſhall be poſted from the ſquare 
of the revolution to oppolite the draw-bridge, paſ- 
ling to the bridge of liberty, and forming an ex- 
tended circle to the ſtreet of Neuilly. | 
I be third legion ſhall furniſh alſo a ſtrong de- 
tatchment upon the quay of the Thuilleries to the 
entrance of the bridge of liberty, on the ſide of the 
OE AA * 
The firſt legion ſhall furniſh a reſerve of 500 
men for the ſquare Quatre-Nation ; as allo a de 
tatchment of 109 men to the National Bridge, late 
_ Royale, where there muſt alſo be two pieces of 
Cannon. n An 13 | ; 1 
The ſecond ſhall furniſh 600 men for the Place % 
des Viltotres. 1 1 
The third legion ſhall alſo furniſh 600 men for 1 
the Champs-Elyſees, towards Verſailles and Neuilly, 1 
The fourth legion, a reſerve of 600 men for the | 
Place de Pigues. 1 hop 
The fifth legion, a reſerve of 600 men at the 
Thuilleries, near the baſon of the draw-bridge. 
The ſixth legion, a reſerve of 400 men on the 
zreen of the Louvre, and 200 more ſtationed at the 


* 
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All theſe reſerves ſhall be in arms under the or- 
ders of a General Officer, a ſecond in command, and 
an adjutant- major, of the ſection, at ſeven o'clock. 
in the morning preciſely, ' _ 
_ Beſides the: reſerves, each ſektion ſha!l have, 
at the chief ſpot of its circumference, a reſerve of 
200 men, with their colours, ready te march as 
ſoon as ordered. _ | {Ct EN | 
Tube reſerve of the ſection of 1992; ſhall. repair: 
to the National Treaſury ; that of the ſeftion of 
Mail, to the treaſury called Caiſſe d Extraordinaire, 


nd to that of Eſcompte. 8 | 


/ 
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The ſeQtion of the ſquare of the federates ſhall 
ftation a reſerve at the Park of Artillery. 
Each company of cannoniers fhall fupply two 

men, who are to be at the arfenal at ſix o'clock 
exactly, to reinforce the guard of that poſt, Ano. 
ther cannonier from each company fhall be at the 
Park of Artillery at the ſquare of the federates. 
Each ſection fhall be careful to fend two meſſen- 
ers to the Common Houle, to receive and carry 
he orders of the refpe&ive ſections. Thefe orders 
will ſerve to direct the retreat at ſeyen 0 clock 1 in 
the morning. 
The Chaſſeurs du Midi, Adee in the ſtreet Pe- 
: ects ſhall be at the houſe where the Aſſignats are 
. fabricated, , at ſeven o*clock in the morning. 

ORDER FOR STATIONING THE ARTILLERY. 

The firſt legion to ſapply fifteen pieces of ord- 
nance—four at the Reſerve des Quatre Nations, two 
on the National Bridge, two on the Boulevarde Mont. 
 *nartre, two on the Pont de Liberte, two on the road 
to Verſailles, one at the Conciergerie (Prifon), one 
at the guard of the Temple 
The ſecond legion to ſupply chirteen two at the 
Pont Tournant (adjoining to the place of execution), 
four at the Place Victorie, one at the Boulevard Rich- 
elieu, two in the Rue Grange-Bateliere, two in the 
Rue St. Florentin, one in the  Champs-Flyſees, « one at 
the National Treaſury. | 
The third legion to ſupply. ten—two on the road 
to Verſailles, four on the Avenue de Newly, one at 
the Conciergerie, two at the Prifon de P Abbaye, one 
at the Cour des: Iritlants. | 
The fourth legion to ſupply thirteen—four in the 
Kreet and ſuburb St. Honore, ſix in the We des 
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Piques, one at the Cai e d' Extraordinaire, two in 


the ſtreet Mirabeau. 

The fifth legion to ſupply eleven—two in the 
ſtreet Philipeau, three on the Boulevard du Temple, 
four at the gate St. Martin, two in the ſtreet Sc. 2 
venlin. 

The ſixth legion to ſupply ten ſix at the Gazon 
du Louvre, and four at the gate St. Denis. | 
IT be canoniers who ſhall not be employed at their 
guns, ſhall repair, preciſely at ſeven o'clock, to the 
arſenal, to ſerve as an eſcort to the tilted waggons. 
An. bundred canoniers ſhall repair, under the orders 
of the Adjutants of Canoniers Bertrand and Robert, 
to the Sorbcane. 

The batallion of Veterans ſhall repair to the Thu- 
allerzes, to lerve as a guard to the Executive Coun- 
„ 

The W of Marſeillois, and that of * 
Hall repair to the Champs-FEly/ees, 

The Bicetre (a priſon) ſhall be guarded by 100 
Cavalry, and 290 Infantry, of the legion of * 
hal. Where ſhall be two pieces of ordnance, atten- 
ded by the canoniers of the batallion of the Rue de 
' OQurſine. 


At the Conciergerie ſhall be ſtationed 300 men: at 
the Abbaye goo ; and at the Hotel de la Force, the 33d 


diviſion of Gendarmerie, with a reinforcement of 


100 men belonging to the baracks of the ſtreet Quin- 


campoix ; at the Mont de Piete, 200; in the courts of 


the Hotel des Monnoies, 200 of the battalion of Pike 


men. 


The feQions in the vicinity of the priſons: ſhall 
fend thither numerous and frequent patroles, to 


watch over the ſafety of the priſoners. 


Bs © he women ſhall remain 'at home; and there ſhall. 


be ndne but che armed force in the ſtreets, 


O3 At 


. o 
2 - 5 * 
— —  — — = — 


(298 .) | 
At eight o'clock preciſely, without any delay, 
the proceſſion ſhall move from the Temple. All the 
citizens muſt perceive, that the ſmalleſt delay will be 
an 1 neglett to the ſervice. | 
At noon preciſely, each colleague ſhall ſend to 
the chief rendezvous of his ſedkon, for orders, 
whieh are to determine whether he is to contmue or 
to withdraw his guard. 8 
It is forbidden to any one whatever to withdraw 
without ſuch orders, or on any pretext to quit his 
poſt. It is forbidden to diſcharge any fire-arm. 
At the head of the proceſſion there ſhall be 100 
mounted Gendarmes, who. ſhall form the van 
guard. As a rear guard, there ſhall be 100 natio- 
nal guards mounted from the military ſchool. There 
. fhall be, in addition, various referves of cavalry ; 
à confiderable number of which reſerves ſhall patrols 
the, outer parts of the city. 3 ji. An 
The proceſfion having reached the Square de la 
Revolution, ſhall continue its march until it ſhall reach 
the courts de P Egalite, and until its van ſhall. be 
commanded to halt. : 
From the prefent moment, the fifth and fixth le- 
gions fhall patrole frequently, and in formidable 
numbers, round the temple. The otfier legions ſhall 
do the fame in the vicinity of the prifons and nati- 
_ onal eſtabliſhments. 
In the ſame ſitting the commiſſioners at the Temple 
ſent g, ooo livres in gold, found in the drawers of 
Lovis Carer. Upon the wrapper was infcribed : 
* For M. Maleſherbes, this fum bas been put into 
theſe drawers.*”” 


The Council General ordered the ſum to be depo- 
 fited in the bureau of the Secretaries of the Conven- 
tion, with whom it has adually remained till this. 
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The particulars of the laſt moments of the un- 
fortunate Monarch are ſo extremely moving, that, 
although very few of them have tranſpired from a 
pure ſource, yet it is incumbent on the hiſtorian to 

ate thoſe which are moſt congenial to the truth, — 
It gives me pain to ſay that the treatment of the 
unfortunate King during the laſt hours of his un- 

happy - life, exceeded in point of cruelty, all the 
powers of deſcription or utterance. —He hal been 
deprived of every intercourſe that could be dear to 


dim; a ſet of ſanguinary arguſes watched his every 


motion. On Sunday, January 20, at two o'clock 


in the afternoon, the Miniſter of Juſtice read to 


him the proclamation of the Executive Council re- 
lative to his execution, which he heard with heroic 
fortitude and reſignation. —Immediately after he 
deſired to ſpeak to his wife and family, and expreſſed 
a wiſh to go himſelf to their apartment. The com- 


miſſaries however, thought proper to refuſe him the 


latter part of his requeſt. They ſent two of their 
colleagues to the Queen's apartment to ſignify to 
her the wiſh of her royal conſort. 

The 8 advanced towards the officers, with 


her hands uglifted, and cried, „O ye murderers! 


O ye murderers!” for near ten minutes—then in 
convulſive hyſteric fits dropped down on the floor: 
having recovered herſelf, ſhe looked with a ſtar- 
ing, ſignificant eye at the officers. who ſtood in a 


diſtant corner of the room—then turning round to 
the Dauphin, ſhe ſhed a flood of tears, embraced . 


him, and exclaimed : « My dear fon, I do not know 
what I am doing let us never confound the innocent 
with the guilty.” 5 | 
Soon after, the Queen, Madame Elizabeth, (the 
King's fiſter) and the Dauphin, were conducted to 
the King's dining-room, where the unfortunate Mo- 
| 04 narch 
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narch embraced them with heavenly ſerenity : ths 
officers withdrew, and a ſcene enſued of tenderneſs 


and grief, which none but ve and the 3 
preſent, witneſſed. 


This interview laſted upwards- of two hours, the 
officers were then called in, and the King expreſſed 


a deſire of ſeeing his wretched royal daughter, who 


was in a ſeparate apartment. His demand was grant- 
ed, and he and his family, under proper eſcort, 
went to the ſpot. Paternal heroiſm made the King 
depart from his beloved daughter. Maternal feel- 
ing retained the Queen and her Siſter-in-law with 
the Dauphin, who ſaid to Lovis, „We will ſee 
you by and bye—Adieu Huſband! Adieu Brother! 
Adieu Father!“ The King wafted a kiſs to them 
with his right hand, but they ſaw him no more !— 
Arrived in his. room, the Monarch proſtrated him 
ſelf, and ſaid prayers with his Confeſſor, Edgeworth, 
an Iriſh Prieſt, otherwiſe called De Fermond. 

The Dauphin fell down on his knees before one 
of the commiſſaries, and ſaid : O my good Sir, 
you are a ſtout man, pray take me in your arms 
and carry me to the Convention, I will ſpeak to 
them carry me in the ſtreets, I will&e the people 

and intercede for my dear facher be is ſo Journ 
father I know they will not refuſe me.“ 

Louis XVI. ſpent ſeveral hours with Edgeworth 
in prayer, and other atts of devotion—and when the 
latter bad left him he fell in- deep proſtration before 
his Maker, hiding: his face in his hands.—At 11 
o'clock at night he role from the floor, and being 
 alked by Clery, his valet, if he would pleaſe to have 
his ſupper, he anſwered in the negative.—A few 
minutes after he called for a cruſt of bread, and a 
a of wine, which WEST cameras brought him. 
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He then undreſſed himſelf, and went to bed and 
fept ſoundly for ſeveral hours. 
When his valet-de-chambre entered his apart- 
ment the next morning drowned in tears, the King 
took him by the hand and ſaid, You are in the 
wrong, Clery, to be thus affetted ; thoſe, whoſe kind- 
' © meſs induces them to love me, oug hit rather to rejoice that 
I am at laſt arrived at the end of all my ſufferings.” 

Nie then put on a clean ſhirt and ſtock, a white 
waiſtcoat, black florentine ſilk breeches, black filk 
ſtockings, a pair of ſhoes tied with filk ſtrings, and 
the ſame yellow coat which he wore when he firſt ap- 
peared at the bar of the Convention. He aſked for 
a pair of ſciſſars to cut off his hair, but they were re- 
fuſed him. The commiſharies then took away his | 
knife. Louis ſaid to them, with a {mile of pity, al 
« what, could you think me cowardly enough to | 
take away my own life?“ The King then ſpent his 
time in prayer till eight o*clock, when he took his 
breakfaſt. Clery attended him as uſual, and after 
his royal maſter had done, he delivered to his ſer- 
vant the following effects, in the preſence of the i 
commiſſaries on duty, viz. A gold ring, in the in- 
ſide of which were theſe letters, M. A. A. A. en- | 
graved.: (Maria. Antoinette, Archducheſs of Auſtria,] | 
which ring he charged bim to deliver to the queen, 
and to tell her, that it grieved him much to be part- 
ed from her. 2. A filver watch-ſeal, opening in 
three different parts, upon which were engraved the 
arms of France upon another L. L. and upon a 
third the head of a child with a helmet; which ſeal 
he deſired him to deliver to his ſon. 3. A little 
packet, upon which was written with his own hand, 
Hair of my wife, my 72 and my children,“ = 
cloſing four little parcels of hair, which he had or- = 
dered Clery to deliyer to his wife, and to tell ber. | 

at 
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that be aſked her pardon for not having defired her 
to come down gp morning, as he wiſhed to ſave 
her the pangs of ſo cruel a ſeparation. 
_ Clery delivered theſe articles to the e 
on duty in the Temple, on the a ad of January, who 
adio that he ſhould not deliver them, but. keep 
them in his poſſeſſion until he ſhould have received 

* to the contrary... 
The guards, amounting to ſeveral thouſand men, 

nen! in and before the Temple at ſeven o'clock in 
the morning. A lite before nine the drums beat 
and the trumpe 
W-fated monarch.———The King ſtarted, and ex- 
claimed, t is time! Soon after General San- 
terre, the Mayor of Paris, and the different officers 
Who were ordered to conduct him to the ſcaffold, 
entered the Monarch's chamber, and found him pray- 
ing on his knees: Santerre, in a ferocious tone of 
Voice, ſaid to the King, © Louis Car ET, I am come 
to conduct you to the place of execution, where 
you are to ſuffer death according to your ſentence.” 
Louis roſe, and making a ſlight bow, begged for a 
delay of three minutes, to ſpeak to Mr. Edguorth his 
confeſſor, which was granted. 
A moment after the King delivered a parcel to 
James Roux, which he beg — him to deliver to the 
Council General af the 1 Roux refuſed 
taking this parcel, which contained the King's will, 
. d that his orders went no * an to 

conduct him to the place of execution. yſtly ſo,” * 
roeplied Lovis, and turning round to another com- 
© miffary, on ward in the * he delivered the 
will. 


He then ſaid to General rn | © Lit us 
"march, I am ready.” They immediately deſcended, 
_ on the bottom of the ſtairs. Louis increated 
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the Municipal Officers to recommend to the Coun- 
cCil of the Common his family, and all the perſons 
who had been attached to his houſhold, and were 
then reduced to poverty. He allo begged, that 
Clery, his yalet, might be ſuffered, to remain with 
the QUEEN — kat this title the municipal monſters 
made a malicious ſneer) the King recolletted him- {| 
_ ſelf, and ſaid, „I beg Clery may be ſuffered to at- | 
tend my wife,” The inhuman liftors replied, that _ # 
they would not fail to give a ſtrict account to the 
Common of what he had faid. Louis then paſſed | 
the firſt court yard on foot, and often turned his | 
head and lifted up his eyes towards the tower in 
which his wafe and family were confined. Arrived 1 
in the ſecond yard, the Mayor's carriage ſtood 
ready there to receive him. He ſtarted at the noiſe bi 
of the drums, the ſound. of the trumpets, and the i 
number of armed men; and, recalling as it were 
his firmneſs, by a ſhake of the body, which was | 
always peculiar to him, he ſept into the carriage, x 
«with his confeſſor and two captains of the light 1 
horſe. | e 
The carriage was drawn by two black horſes, pre: 
- ceded by the Mayor, General Senterre, and other | 
' Municipal Officers. One ſquadron of horſe, wich | 
trumpeters and kettle-drums, led the van of the - © | 
melancholy convoy. Three heavy pieces of ord- 
nance, with proper implements, and cannoneers | 
with lighted matches, went before the vehicle, 
which was eſcorted on both ſides by a treble-rgw of 
_ troopers, : e 1 | | 
. The train moved on, with a ſlow pace, from the 
| Temple to the Boulevards, which were planted wit- 
cannon, and beſet with national guards, drums: beat- > 
ing, trumpets ſounding, and colours flying. The 
Guillotine, or fatal axe, was erctted in the mdleof 
. bs | that 
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' theſ quare, direAly facing the gate of the garden of 


the Thuilleries, between the pedeſtal on which the 
equeſtrian Ratue of the grandfather of Lovis was 


ſtanding, before the ioth of Auguſt, and the ave- 


nues which lead to the groves called the Elyſian 
Fields. The trotting and neighing of horſes, the 
ſhrill found of the trumpets, and the continual be 
ing of drums, pierced the ear of every body 211 
heightened the horrors of the awful ſcene. 

The ſcaffold was high and conſpicuous, and the 
houſes ſurrounding the place of execution were full 
of women, who looked through the windows: the 
very flates which covered the roofs were raiſed up 
for the curious and intereſted to peep through. 

Paris reſembled an immenſe camp; the lections 

| andfederates were marching and counter-marching 
chrough the different diſtriets;—they had their 
watch-word;—they wheeled round whenever one 
corps met another. They carried with them up- 
wards of 100 pieces of heavy artillery, and it made 
a moſt impoſing ſpettacte. They were conſtantly in 
motion, not ſtanding ſtill five minutes. 
The King was two hours in going from the Tem- 
ple to the place of execution; during this time he 
| talked to his confeſſor, and repeated from a book 
the pray ers appropriated to thoſe who are in the laſt 
agon . 1 

All the ſhops were ſhut, and this awful melan- 
choly convoy drew tears of pity from the eyes of 
many ſpectators. Upwards of 7 men were 
under arms on that fatal day. | 
At twenty minutes after ten o'clock the Kian ar- 
rived before the ſcaffold, and his prayers being 
ended, Edgworth gave him the general abſolution, 
as it is uſual in the churchof Rome. The executioner 
trembled ſo much that he could hardly do his — 
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and General Soares ordered two ſoldiers to help 
him to tie the King's hands behind his back. 
& Jie my hands] exclaimed the King, with ſome 
anger; but recolleaing himſelf he added, “ do what 
you pleaſe — tis the la Kerze, — The Monarch had 
previouſly taken off his great coat, undone his ſtock, 


and opened his ſhirt in ſuch a manner that his neck. 


| and breaſt were bare. 

Mr. Edgeworth wanted to go up the ſteps of the 
ſcaffold Sith him, but this was rudely refuſed b 
Santerre, who behaved with deteſtable ferocity; : YT 
as Lovis mounted, he. proteſted he was innocent; 
and much afraid leſt the country ſhould ſuffer for 
his unmerited end. | 

It was in that moment of horror, that his confeſ- 
ſor, inſpired by the ſublime virtue and courage of 


the King, flung himſelf on his knees, his hands and 


eyes elevated towards him, and cried with a loud 
voice, ©. Son. of St. Louis aſcend to heaven.” 


Having mounted the ſcaffold, he begged General. 
Santerre to ſuffer him to ſpeak. ' The General made 


a ſignal for the drums and trumpets to ceaſe: Louis 
allumed a moſt moving attitude, and attempted to 


ſpeak, but Santerre ſaid, « I have brought you here 
to die; *tis not the time to make ſpeeches,” He 
then gave the ſignal with his ſword to beat the drums 


and ſound the trumpets again.---Lov1is during this 


interval had time to turn to the crowd, and was 


heard with a loud voice to exclaim, “ Frenchmen; 


« .] die innocent! ] forgive mine enemies May my 
« death ſerve the people]! He turn$d round in x 


boomer on and lifting up his eyes to Heaven, ſaid, 
In manus tuas, Domine, commendo Spiritum meum 07 
— Into thy hand, O Lord, I commend my ſpirit! 17 
He immediately ſubmitted to the fatal ſtroke of the 
axe; and, between che time in which he appeared 
| on 


ö 
. 
. 
: 
1 
4 
it 
4 
104 
Wn 
[1 


r 
on the ſcaffold, and the interval of the fatal ſtroke, 
no more than two minutes elapſed! Inſtantly the 
executioner lifted his head, and, amidſt the flouriſh 
of trumpets, exclaimed, Thus dies 4 Traitor!“ 
Some of the guards puſhed forward to the ſcaffold, 
to fee the royal corple ſtreaming with blood: they 
brandiſhed their ſwords, and vociferated—* God 
fave the Republic] God ſave the Nation !* 2 
T be body was conveyed to the Thuilleries, and 
at the earneſt requeſt o „ and Fede- 
rates, the executioner cut off the hair imbrued in 
blood, which was ſold for aſſignats, in ſmall locks! 
The guards, the federates, and others, dipped their 
handkerchiefs in the gore, hoiſted it on fwords, 
pikes, and ſtaffs, and fold it; and the banditti mob 
carried it triumphantly through the ſtreets till night, 
intoxicated, and hollowing—< Behold the Wood of a 
Tyrant?” 1 | 5 | 
The lifeleſs remains of his Moſt Chriſtian, but 
moſt inhumanly murdered, Majeſty, were then wrapt 
up in common canvas, and brought in a cart to 
the guard-houſe of the TRuilleries, till the orders of 
the Convention for its interment ſhould have been 
received; One of his ſubjetts had accordingly ſent 
the following written requeſt to the Convention, 
which was read on the ſame day about 18 o'clock, 
and contained the following words 

« Lovis BENREDICT LEpuc intreats the National Con- 
vention to permit him to pay the laſt honour of funeral rites to 

Louis Carkt, which it becomes the dignity of the National 
Convention to cauſe to be paid to him. He does, therefore, 
intreat the Convention to ordain, that the corpſe of Lovis 
CAPET be delivered to him, to be transferred to the cathedral 
| of StKs, to be interred cloſe to the body of his father. 
Chabot, one of the members, roſe and ſaid ;—< 1 
move that this requeſt be not granted, and that You. | 
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do charge the Executive Council to order Louis 


to be buried like other common citizens, in the. 
church-yard of the pariſh where he ſuffered. 
The Convention ſubſcribed to this motion, and 


orders were accordingly given to inter the corpſe. 


of the ill-fated monarch, in the church-yard of St. 


Magdalen. Agreeable to theſe orders, a grave was 


immediately dug, 12 feet deep, and fix fect broad, 
in which the body of Louis was thrown without che 
leaſt ceremony; about fix Oclock in the evening. 
The grave was filled up with quick-lime, that it 

might be the fooner conſumed. His afhes repoſe 
between the people who were ſtiffed in the thron 
on the tgth of April, 1770, (when a brilliant illu- 
mination and firework were exhibited there in bo- 
nour of his marriage) and the Swiſs and other vic- 
tims flain at the Thuilleries on the 10th of Auguſt. 
On the fame day his MAI EST 's will was read to 
the” Council of the Common of Paris, of which 
the following 1 is an authentic copy. 
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The Laff Will of Louis the Six⸗ 
I ATE KING OF FRANCE. 
OOO (Written h) himſelf. ) 


IN the name of the Moſt Holy Trinity, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghott. . 
This 25th day of December, 1792. I, Lovis 
XVI. by name, KING of Francs, impriſoned in 
the Tower of the Temple at Paris, for upwards of 
four months, with my family, by thoſe who were my 
ſubjetts, and deprived of all intercourſe whatever, 
even of that with my family, ſince the 11th inftant,; 
being moreover involved in a trial, the iſſue of 
which cannot poſſibly be foreſeen, becauſe of the 
paaſſions of men, and of which there is neither pre- 
text nor precedent to be found in any law exiſting, 
having none but Gop as witneſs to my thoughts, 
and none but Him to whom I might addreſs my- 
ſelf, do hereby declare in His preſence my laſt will 
and ſentiments. | CRIT Rage 
l leave my foul to Gop, my Creator, I ſupplicate 
him in his mercy to receive it, and not to judge it 
by its deſerts, but by the merits of our LoxD IE“ 
sus Car1sT, who offered himſelf up a ſacrifice to 
God his father, for-us men, however unworthy we 
might be, and myſelf the moſt unworthy. 
| I. die in union with our mother the Catholic, 
_ © Apoſtolic, and Roman Church, who holds her pow- 
ers by an uninterrupted ſucceſſion from ST. PETER, 
to whole truſt Jeſas Chriſt committed them. | 
I verliy believe and confeſs all that is contained in 
the egmmandments of God and the Church, in the 
NON | ſacraments 
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ſacraments and myſteries, ſuch as the church teaches 


and always has taught them; I never preſumed to 
ſet up as a Judge of the different modes of inter- 


preting the doctrines which divide the Church of 
Jxsus 'CnurisT, but I have always referred, and 
always will refer thereupon, ſhould God grant me 
life, to the decifions which the eccleſiaſtical heads 
in communion with the holy Catholic Church, do 
give and ſhall give, agreeable to the diſcipline of the 
church, obſerved ſince Is us Carist. I pity with 


all my heart our brethren who may be in error, but 


do bel Kall in | to judge. them, and do not love 
them leſs all in Is us CuRIST, according to the 
precepts of chriltlan charity; I pray Gop to par- 
don me all my fins, I have ſcrupulouſly ſought to 
recollett them, to deteſt them, and to humble my- 
ſelf in His preſence.“ 

Being unable to avail myſelf of the miniſtration 
of a catholic prieſt, I beg of Gop to receive the 
confeſſion whica 1 have made to Him of my fins, 
and above all the deep contrition which 1 feel for 
having put my name (although it was done againſt 
my own will) to acts which may be contrary to the 


regimen and belief of the Catholic Church, unto 


which I have always been ſincerely attached from 


my heart. I ſupplicate Goo, to receive the _ 


faſt reſolution which I have taken, ſhould He 


me hfe, to avail myſelf as ſoon as it ſhall be in _ | 


power, of the office of a Catholic prieſt, to accuſe 
en of all my tins, and to receive the ſacrament 


* This is the only true copy of the Laft Will of Louis 
XVI. Which has hitherto appeared in England.—All former 


anes were copied in haſte, from the French papers, and badly 


tranſlated.—It was not written on the 21ſt, but on the 23th 
of December. n 
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ic ſole, ſubſtantial ang laſting glory of eternity. 
I beg my ſiſter to be ple | ler- 
neſs to my children, and to ſupply to them the place 
of their mother, ſhould they have the misfortune 
to loſe her. | Cw be 6x 4k 
I entreat my wife to forgive me all the ills which 
ſhe ſuffers for my ſake, and the ſorrows I may have 
cauſed her in the courſe of our union, as ſhe may 
be ſure that I owe her no ſpite, ſhould ſhe * 
| that 


| k LY 
£ >, . . 
8 * 0 as C 
** ; 


r 


that there is aught wherewith ſhe might reproach 
herſelf. ; * | | 

I recommend moſt earneſtly to my children, after 
their duties to Gop, which ought to outweigh with 
them all other conſiderations, to cherifh a conſtant 
union between them, to be ſubmiſſive and obedi- 
ent to their mother, and grateful for all the cares 
ſhe beſtows on them; and, in memory of me. I 
beg them to conſider my fiſter as a ſecond mother. 

I recommend to my ſon, if ever he has the miſ- 


fortune to be King, to remember that he ought 


wholly to devote himſelf to the happineſs of his 
fellow- citizens; that he ought to ſink in oblivion 
all hatreds, and all reſentments, and eſpecially every 
thing which relates to the misfortunes and ſufferings 
I am going through; that he cannot effect the hap- 


pineſs of nations, but by ruling according to the 


aws ; but, at the ſame time, that a King cannot 
make them reſpected, nor accompliſh the good 
purpoſes of his heart, but in as much as he is in- 


veſted with requiſite authority; and that otherwiſe, . 


being ſtraightened in his operations, and being not 
able to inſpire with reſpett, he is more a nuiſance 
than uſeful. | | 
I I recommend to my ſon to take care of all the 
perſons who were attached to me as much as the cir- 
cumſtances he ſhall find himſelf in, will leave him 
the faculties; to remember that it is a ſacred debt 
which I have. contracted with the children or rela- 
tives of thoſe who periſhed in my behalf, and like- 
wiſe, of thoſe who are now reduced to miſery for 
my ſake. Touts 

I know that there are ſeveral perſons among 
thoſe who were attached to me, who did not con- 
duct themſelves towards me as they ought to have 


done, and who even manifeſted ingratitude ; but 1 
: P 2 for give 


the Common. 


( 2182 ) 


forgive them (ſince in moments of trouble, and 
heated with paſſion, we frequently cannot govern 
ourſelves); and I beg my ſon, if he finds an op- 
portunity, to conſider but their misfortunes. 1 
could wiſh to have it in my power here to teſtify 
my gratitude to thoſe who have manifeſted a true 
and diſintereſted attachment to my perſon.. If on 
one hand, I was deeply affected at the ingratitude 
and diſloyalty of people, to whom I have conſtantly 
ſhown atts of kindneſs, either to themſelves, or to 
their relatives or friends: I have, on the other 
hand, had the conſolation of ſeeing the attachment 
and concern which many. perſons have ſpontane- 
oufly evinced towards me. I beg them to accept 
my warmeſt acknowledgements; in the preſent 
juncture of things, I would be afraid, left I ſhould 
compromiſe them, were I to ſpeak more explicitly; 
I moſt earneſtly recommend to my ſon to ſtudy all 

opportunities of diſcovering them. wy 

I ſhould think I did traduce the ſentiments of 
the nation, if I were not openly to recommend to my 
ſon, Meſſrs. de Chamilly and Hu, whoſe pure attach- 
ment to my perſon, had induced them to ſhut them- 
| ſelves up with me in this abode of vretcbedneſs, 
and who were like to have fallen victims to their at- 
tachment. I, alfo, recommend to him, Clery, 
whoſe attentions to. me, I have every reaſon to 
praiſe, ever ſince he has been in my ſervice... As 
he has continued with me to the laſt, I requeſt the 
. gentlemen of the common, to give him my wear- 
ing-apparel, books, watch, purſe, and other ſmall 
articles, which were depoſited with the Council of 
[ pardon alſo, moſt voluntarily, thoſe who ſub- 
jeted me to the bad treatments, and the painful 
. . confinement which they thought proper ta exerciſe 
| So. upon 

5 
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on me. I have met with ſome tender and ſym- 
pathizing ſouls ; may theſe enjoy, in their hearts, 
that tranquillity which ought. always to be, the pro- 
duce of their mode of thinking: 

1 entreat Meſſrs. de Maleſherbes, Tronchet, and 
2 to accept here, all my beſt thanks and ef- 
fufions of ſenſibility, for all the pains and (roubſes 
they have been at or my ſake. 

I conclude, with declaring before. Go b, and 
ready to appear in his preſence, that I cannot upbraid 
myſelf with any of the crimes which have been al- 
| Og againſt me, 

Given in duplicate, in the Tower of the Temple, 
on the 25th day of December, 1792: 
(Signed) LOUIS. 4 
A True Copy, to wit : | 
| DAUDRAIS, MonicteaL Orricen, 


This will, which muſt convince the leaſt impar- 
tial mind of the magnanimity and virtues of the un- 
happy teſtator, was made an objett of ridicule and 
ſupercilious contempt, by the relentleſs and tyran- 
nical plebeians in whoſe hands it fell. Not the leaſt 
regard has been paid by them to the juſt and legiti- 
mate requeſts of the royal victim; and his family, 
whoſe fate was to be decided immediately after his 
death, ſtill remains a prey to all the horrors of pri- 
vation and captivity. The general indignation of 
every ſtate of Europe, which is ready to. burſt forth 
upon the authors of this deplorable cataſtrophe, 
ſeems only more to ſteel their ferocious boſoms 
againſt every ſenſation of remorſe or pity to the 
undeſerved ſufferings of the royal priſoners in the 
Temple, who are in all likelihood to remain incar- 
cerated there for life; or ſhould the gates_ of their 
cells open for their Uberation, the daggers of a 

thouſand 


e 
thouſand implacable aſſaſſins are pointed to diſpatch 
A W ns 1 
Thus periſhed, by the hands of ruthleſs rebels, 
Lovis XVI. Xing of France and Navarre, born 
Auguſt 3, 1954, in 39th year of his age, on 
the 21ſt of January, 1793, at twenty-two minutes 
after ten o'clock in the forenoon. 225 

It has been remarked by ſeveral of our contem- 
poraries, that the iwenty=firſt day of the month has 
proved fingularly ominous to the Monarch : 

On the 21ſt ot April, 1770, he was married; 
On the 21ſt of June 1770, the ſplendid illumina- 
tions and fireworks were exhibitted, in honour of 
his marriage, on the ſame ſquare where he was be- 
headed ; on account of which feſtivity 1500 perſons 
were killed in the crowd. On the 21ſt of January, 
1782, the grand fete was given, to ſolemnize the 
birth of the dauphin. On the 21ft of June, 1791, 
he took flight, and was ſtopped at Varrennes. On 
the 21ſt of September, 1792, he loſt his crown and 
kingdom. And finally, on the 21ſt of January, 
1793, he terminated his ever to be lamented life on 
the ſcaffold. | 
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